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God of patience and
humility, in your love
you gave your Son to be
rejected and raised up
on a cross.Gather us
under its shadow and
open our eyes to its
mystery, that we may
share even now in the
life that is from above;
through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
Amen.

John 3:1-17
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of
the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who
has come from God; for no one can do these signs
that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see
the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of
water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born
from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said
to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered
him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive
our testimony. If I have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe
if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”



The shape of true love
isn't a diamond. It's a
cross. —Alicia Bruxvoort

“Though we yearn to
eventuate a future that
does not exist, we continue
to reach out because we
believe it nonetheless. We
have to believe in
bettering. We have to
believe in the lives that
come after us.” -Rev.
Grace Ji-Sun Kim

“Jesus will put the cosmos
right again. Creator uses
love to heal and restore,
and we can choose to
cooperate with that plan.
We were created in
Shalom and to Shalom we
shall return – to a
profoundly good creation.”
- Lenore Three Stars,

Who was Nicodemus, the leader whose conversation
with Jesus and whose questions led to Jesus’ words
in John 3:16? We meet Nicodemus several times in
John’s Gospel. He is will reappear interceding for
Jesus with other Pharisees (John 7:50) and with
Joseph of Arimathea bringing spices to bury Jesus
(John 19:38-42). The latter occasion again at night.
Nicodemus emerges at night to ask Jesus questions,
to find out more, to discover more about this teacher
that is doing amazing things. Nicodemus comes in
the night to see Jesus, Light of the World.

Where do you go to find out answers to the
questions you have about Jesus and faith?

Nicodemus A Poem by Howard Nemerov (excerpt)
Iwent under cover of night
By back streets and alleyways,
Not as one secret and ashamed
But with a natural discretion.
I passed by a boy and a girl
Embraced against the white wall
In parts of shadow, parts of light,
But though I turned my eyes away, my mind
    shook
Whether with dryness or their driving blood;
And a dog howled once in a stone comer.

To read the whole poem visit:
https://www.commentary.org/articles/howard-
nemerov/nicodemus/ 

To Listen:
For God so Loved the World by John Stainer
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us by Stuart
Townend
A playlist of music suggestions for the course can be found at
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3pJcG5xA1xzhL2Aolau0Q4?si=582cd1f921ae4fb1
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