Key Dates

Sunday 30*" November
Monday 1%t December
Sunday 215 December
Wednesday 24" December
Thursday 25" December

Sunday 4" January 2026

Tuesday 6" January
Sunday 11" January
18-25 January

Monday 2" February

Wednesday 18t February
Sunday 15* March
Sunday 29" March
Thursday 2" April

Friday 3" April

Sunday 5t April

Sunday 26" April
Thursday 14" May
Sunday 24t May
Sunday 31 May

Tuesday 1%t September
To Sunday 4t October

Sunday 22" November

Diocesan Synod
General Synod

Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney

Resources for Liturgical Year A (Revised Common Lectionary)

30" November 2025- 28 November 2026

Advent Sunday

St Andrew (transferred)
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Second Sunday after Christmas

(NB SEC Readings might vary from the RCL)
Epiphany

Baptism of the Lord

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Presentation of Jesus in the Temple (Candlemas)

Ash Wednesday

Mothering Sunday (Fourth Sunday in Lent)
Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Vocations Sunday
Ascension Day
Pentecost

Trinity Sunday

Season of Creation
Christ the King (Last Sunday after Pentecost,
Sunday next before Advent)

Friday & Saturday 27-28 February 2026
11- 13" June 2026



Year A is the liturgical year where the Sunday Gospel readings are from the Gospel of Matthew. The
Gospel of John is read at Christmas and during the Easter season in all three years. In Year A the semi-
continuous Old Testament readings focus on major Genesis narratives, the covenant with Moses, and
the establishment of Israel in the Promised Land. The second, New Testament, readings are from
Romans, Philippians and 1 Thessalonians.

Worship Planning Resources

Vanderbilt Revised Common Lectionary Resources (free, online) contains texts, related images,
prayers and hymns for each Sunday

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/index.php

TextWeek (free, online) contains links to images, resources, commentaries, articles (some open
access), sermons, discussion questions, prayers, all age and music resources. N.B. some links
might be broken but extensive resource

http://www.textweek.com/yearA/yeara.htm

Preachng Today’s Overview of Matthew
https://www.preachingtoday.com/exegesis/matthew/preaching-on-matthew.html

Visual Commentary on Scripture (free, online), a free, online resource that provides material for
teaching, preaching, researching, and reflecting on the Bible, Art, and Theology. Provides virtual
exhibitions for sections of text with images and commentary.

https://thevcs.org/

Worship Words (free, online)

https://worshipwords.co.uk/lectionary-year-a/

Call to Worship Journal (free, online)
https://calltoworshipjournal.org/lectionary-companion-59-1/

All Age Resources for Year A

Lesson Plans that Work (from the American Episcopal Church, free) for younger children, older
children, and adults around the Old Testament and Gospel Readings
https://lessonplans.episcopalchurch.org/year-a/

Living Stones: Complete Resource Book, Year A by Susan Sayers — selection of resources for All
Ages Worship related to the Lectionary (published by Kevin Mayhew, new c £25 lots of used
copies around from c. £5)

Lectionary Resources for Year A

Lectionary Reflections: Year A by Jane Williams “Each section gives the lectionary references and
provides a thought-provoking starting point for exploring the readings, drawing out points of
connection between them.” Based on Jane Williams’ Church Times columns. (published by SPCK,
c £11 new)

Journeying with Matthew: Reflections on the Gospel by James Woodward, Paula Gooder, and
Mark Price “This inspiring resource will serve as an indispensable guide along the journey of
encountering Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew.” (published by SPCK, c£17 new, previous editions
available second-hand)

Surviving the Bible: A Devotional for the Church Year 2020 by Christian Piatt (covers Year A),
summaries of readings, reflections and references from recent culture (published by Fortress
Press, c. £24 new, second-hand copies available).

The 2026 Canterbury Preacher's Companion by Various. “This longstanding annual favourite
brings a wide variety of preaching voices together to offer a resource for preaching at the
principal and the second service (for which preaching resources are scarce) every Sunday of the
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coming year, plus on principal feast days and seasonal services.” (published by Canterbury Press,
c £21 new)

Music Resources

Songs for Sunday (free blog from Trinity College, University of Glasgow) updated a week before,
combination of traditional and modern, often with YouTube links.
https://www.trinitycollegeglasgow.co.uk/songs-for-sunday

LiturgyTools.com hymn suggestions (free) has extensive lists for Sundays but be aware that the
Catholic Church sometimes uses different readings
https://www.liturgytools.net/p/roman-catholic-lectionary-based-hymn.html

Hymnary.org hymns suggestions (free) has lists and links (copyright dependent) for each
Sunday’s lectionary readings

https://hymnary.org/browse/lectionary

Oremus (free) hymns for each reading through the year — be aware than sometimes that this is
an American resource with associated different significant Sundays
https://almanac.oremus.org/hymns-year-c.html

Royal School of Church Music (free and paid) online resources for festivals and Sundays through
the year. Free resources: https://www.rscm.org.uk/our-resources/liturgy-worship/planning-
worship/ Paid for resources: https://www.rscm.org.uk/our-resources/magazines/sunday-by-

sunday/

Delving Deeper
Resources on the Gospel of Matthew

Matthew for Everyone by Tom Wright (2014, 2 volumes) is an approachable commentary looking
at the Gospel passage by passage. (c. £10 each new).

The more academic approach commentaries may be available from your local library or local
university library, there are often cheaper second-hand copies available.

These include Anchor (W.F. Albright and C.S. Mann), Hermeneia (Ulrich Luz, three volumes: 1-7
[2007]. 8-20 [2001], 21-28 [2005]), Word Biblical Commentaries (Donald A. Hagner, two volumes,
1993 and 1995), Blackwells (F.W. Beare, 1981), Keener (1999), W.D. Davies and Dale C. Allison (2
volumes, T&T Clark, 2004), Women'’s Lectionary for Year A (Wil Gafney, 2021).

Online Lectures and Overviews

‘The Gospel of Matthew’ an 8-week Bible Study from Yale Divinity Scholl, taught by Harold W.
Attridge and Michal Beth Dinkler (free videos, study materials and discussion guides)
https://valebiblestudy.org/courses/the-gospel-of-matthew/

‘The Gospel of Matthew’ from the course Introduction to the New Testament History and
Literature by Dale B. Martin at University of Yale, via Open Yale Courses
https://oyc.yale.edu/religious-studies/rlst-152/lecture-7 (50 minutes)

Gospel of Matthew Summary: A Complete Animated Overview (Part 1 & 2 ) from the Bible
Project https://bibleproject.com/videos/matthew-1-13/ &
https://bibleproject.com/videos/matthew-14-28/)
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