DIOCESE OF ABERDEEN & ORKNEY

FROM ASHES TO FIRE:
AJOURNEY FROM
LENT TO PENTECOST

Tuesday 20th May 2025

Words from Others -
Community and faith

On Tuesdays & Wednesdays we’ll
explore words from others and
resources from the arts - music,
art, poetry to help us reflect and
engage deeper. The Christian Life
involves many different actions,
engagement with scripture and the
world.

As you reflect on these quotes,
poetry, and reflections on the
scriptures this week what do they
make you think about the theme of
Community and faith

The community of the saints is
not an ‘ideal’ community
consisting of perfect and sinless
men and women, where there is
no need of further repentance.
No, it is a community which
proves that it is worthy of the
gospel of forgiveness by
constantly and sincerely
proclaiming God’s forgiveness. -
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

However, community is first of
all a quality of the heart. It
grows from the spiritual
knowledge that we are alive not
for ourselves but for one
another. Community is the fruit
of our capacity to make the
interests of others more
important than our own. The
question, therefore, is not ‘How
can we make community?’ but,
‘How can we develop and
nurture giving hearts?’ -

Henri Nouwen




The New Commandment by Ella Wheeler Wilcox

| heard a strange voice in the distance calling

As from a star an echo might be falling.

It spoke four syllables, concise and brief,
Charged with a God-sent message of relief:

Let go the cross! Oh, you who cling to sorrow,
Hark to the new command and comfort borrow.
Even as the Master left His cross below

And rose to Paradise, let go, let go.

Forget your wrongs, your troubles and your losses,
For with the tools of thought we build our crosses.
Forget your griefs, all grudges and all fear

And enter Paradise-its gates are near.

Heaven is a realm by loving souls created,

And hell was fashioned by the hearts that hated.
Love, hope and trust; believe all joys are yours,
Life pays the soul whose confidence endures,
The blows of adverse fate, by larger pleasures,
As after storms the soil yields fuller measures.
Let go the cross; roll self-the stone—-away

Fresco-Catacomb of San Gennaro - - [Lectionary selection, Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year C], from Art in the
Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. [retrieved May 9, 2025]. Original
source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Catacombe_Di_San_Gennaro_Fresco.jpg.
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