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The Resurrection

There are d i f ferent  opt ions for
Easter  Sunday -  the Gospel
(John or  Luke)  and whether  to
use Acts 10 (Peter ’s  narrat ion of
the events of  the Resurrect ion)
in  p lace of  the Old Testament
( Isaiah)  or  New Testament  (1
Cor inth ians)  readings.  

Questions to Consider
How would you have fe l t  i f
you were one of  Jesus’
discip les v is i t ing the tomb
and found i t  empty? 
The discip les exper ienced a
range of  emot ions f rom
despair  to  joy upon
discover ing the empty tomb.
Have you ever  exper ienced a
moment  in  your  fa i th  journey
where doubt  turned into
bel ief  or  hope?
How does the story of  the
resurrect ion inspire you to
l ive out  your  fa i th  today?
After  hear ing the resurrect ion
story,  what  emot ions or
thoughts are you lef t  wi th? 
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On Mondays,  we delve deeper  into
the readings,  p ick ing up themes
and seeking to explore more what
they say,  the words of  Jesus,  the
Psalmists,  Epist le  wr i ters  and
others.  This  week’s  theme is  The
Resurrect ion.

Some quest ions to  th ink about  as
you read the Scr iptures set  for  th is
week in  the Revised Common
Lect ionary are suggested.  You
may wish to  d iscuss these in  a
group,  wi th  a soul  f r iend or  record
your  thoughts in  a  journal .

This  week -  Easter  Monday is
s l ight ly  d i f ferent  wi th  ref lect ions
on the scr iptures f rom var ious
wri ters  to  help you engage wi th
The Resurrect ion and the readings
for  Easter  Sunday.



From  St  John Cyrostom’s
Easter  homi ly  

O Death,  where is  your  st ing? O
Hel l ,  where is  your  v ictory?
Chr ist  is  r isen,  and you are
overthrown.  Chr ist  is  r isen,  and
the demons are fa l len.  Chr ist  is
r isen,  and the angels  re jo ice.
Chr ist  is  r isen,  and l i fe  re igns.
Chr ist  is  r isen,  and not  one dead
remains in  the grave.  For  Chr ist ,
being r isen f rom the dead,  is
become the f i rs t  f ru i ts  of  those
who have fa l len asleep.  To Him
be glory and dominion unto ages
of  ages.  Amen.

From Sarah Coakley’s  2013
Easter  Sunday Sermon at
Sal isbury Cathedral

So here is  the great  t ruth at  the
heart  of  Chr ist ian fa i th:
resurrect ion.  Stake your  l i fe  on
i t ,  s t ruggle wi th  i t ,  and
everyth ing wi l l  change.  Die,
turn,  see . . .  and l ive in  th is
myst ical  body,  which is  the
blessed company of  a l l  fa i thfu l
people,  who,  in  i ts  Sal isbury
mani festat ion,  has turned out
here th is  morning in  the cold and
dark to  star t  you on th is  great
adventure of  the Chr ist ian l i fe  of
redempt ion,  joy and fu l f i lment,
and wi l l  hold you in  i t  in  a l l  your
f ra i l ty  and glory,  unto your  l i fe ’s
end.  For  Chr ist  is  r isen indeed.
Al le lu ia.  Amen.

From Becca Steven’s  2025 Easter
Vigi l  Sermon

Easter  r i tuals  begin by l ight ing a
Paschal  candle.  L i t  f rom a smal l
f i re  in  the darkness,  then carr ied
into church,  i t  is  kept  burning a l l
year.  The Paschal  candle keeps
watch over  consecrated elements
and reminds pi lgr ims who cross
this  threshold of  God’  never  fa i l ing
presence.  

People can walk in afraid or
burdened and see candlel ight
dancing and feel  the glow of
God’s love.  

Once a year,  on Good Fr iday,  we
blow out  the candle and remember
what  i t  feels  l ike to  s i t  in  darkness
without  assurance or  warmth.
Good Fr iday is  the day i t  appears
that  love is  in  ashes,  snuf fed out
by pol i t ica l  v io lence,  fear ,  and
brokenness.  Then three days later ,
before the sun r ises,  we igni te  a
new Paschal  f lame,  celebrat ing
that  love didn’ t  fa i l  on Good
Fr iday,  i t  was love’s  crowning
achievement.  


