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Words from Others - New

Beginnings & Leaving Behind

On Tuesdays & Wednesdays we’ll
explore words from others and
resources from the arts - music,
art, poetry to help us reflect and
engage deeper. The Christian Life
involves many different actions,
engagement with scripture and the
world.

As you reflect on these quotes,
poetry, and reflections on the
scriptures this week what do they
make you think about the theme of
new beginnings and leaving

“Our Lord has written the
promise of resurrection, not in
books alone but in every leaf of
springtime.” — Martin Luther

“Remember finally, that the
ashes on your forehead are
created from the burnt palms of
last Palm Sunday. New
beginnings invariably come from
old false things that are allowed
to die.” — Richard Rohr

“Earth is so thick with divine
possibility that it is a wonder we
can walk anywhere without
cracking our shins on altars.” —
Barbara Brown Taylor

“From beginning to end, the
Holy Scriptures testify that the
predicament of fallen humanity
is so serious, so grave, SO
irremediable from within, that
nothing short of divine
intervention can rectify it.” —
Fleming Rutledge




Radiating Christ by John Henry Newman

Dear Jesus, help us to spread Your fragrance everywhere we go.
Flood our souls with Your Spirit and Life.

Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly

that our lives may only be a radiance of Yours.

Shine through us and be so in us

that every soul we come in contact with

may feel Your presence in our souls.

Let them look up, and see no longer us, but only Jesus!

Stay with us and then we shall begin to shine as You shine,

so to shine as to be a light to others.

The light, O Jesus, will be all from You; none of it will be ours.

It will be You, shining on others through us.

Let us thus praise You in the way You love best, by shining on those
around us.

Let us preach You without preaching, not by words but by example,
by the catching force, the sympathetic influence of what we do,

the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear for You.

Amen.

The Anointing at Bethany by Malcolm Guite

Come close with Mary, Martha , Lazarus

So close the candles stir with their soft breath
And kindle heart and soul to flame within us
Lit by these mysteries of life and death.

For beauty now begins the final movement

In quietness and intimate encounter

The alabaster jar of precious ointment

Is broken open for the world’s true lover,

The whole room richly fills to feast the senses
With all the yearning such a fragrance brings,
The heart is mourning but the spirit dances,
Here at the very centre of all things,

Here at the meeting place of love and loss
We all foresee, and see beyond the cross.




