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Personal Point of View

The Prodigal  Son is  such a
fami l iar  parable,  both in  the story
i t  te l ls  and what  the characters
exper ience in  thei r  l ives.

Whether  i ts  in  ar t ,  music,  drama
or real  l i fe  we are a l l  so fami l iar
wi th  the exper ience and story of
someone going away,  th inking
they know bet ter  and then
real is ing the grass is  not  greener
on the other  s ide.  Or  that
someone seems to have a bet ter
t ime of  i t  than we do and is
celebrated for  doing the s implest
th ing.  Not  feel ing you’re t reated
the same or  fa i r ly  in  a  fami ly  or
community  set  up or  that  someon
else doesn’ t  have to work as hard
as you to receive the same or
more praise.  Jealousy,  envy,  not
seeing the best  in  people are the
opposi te  of  the mercy and love
we see in  the Father  in  the
Parable.

Saturday 5th April 2025

On Saturdays dur ing the Ashes to
Fire:  A Journey f rom Lent  to
Pentecost  we wi l l  hear  a  personal
point  of  v iew re lated to the week’s
theme and the l i turg ical  season.

These ref lect ions may or  may not
be anonymous but  are f rom voices
in and fami l iar  wi th  the Diocese of
Aberdeen and Orkney.

Thiw week’s  theme is  Mercy and
Love.



We see the Father  in  the parable
show mercy and love towards
the younger  son and towards the
elder  in  deal ing wi th  thei r
react ion to  the younger  son’s
return.
The themes of  the Prodigal  Son
can be seen in  Shakespeare,  in
American Short  Stor ies,  in
stor ies of  ministers returning
and many other  p laces (Prof
Al ison Jack wr i tes about  th is) .
There are many interpretat ions
of  the Parable,  f rom al legory in
the ear ly  church to other
approaches later  on ( inc luding
f inding s imi lar  s tor ies in  other
fa i th  t radi t ions).  However,  one
thing appears to  remain
throughout  -  the Father ’s  love
and mercy.  That  th is  is  how God
treats us,  humans who mess up,
do not  a lways recognise God in
our  midst  or  in  our  l ives.  That
God is  a lways there to  welcome
us ‘home’  wi th  forgiveness,
mercy and love.

One Eastern Orthodox scholar  -  St
Tikhon of  Zadonsk puts i t  as:  “How
God longs to see us come home!
How God longs to embrace us and
forgive us and restore us to  a
place of  honor,  to  celebrate our
return!  How God longs to see
those who are dead,  restored back
to l i fe  and heal th  so that  they
might  dwel l  wi th  Him!”
As the hymn puts i t  ‘There’s  a
wideness in  God’s mercy’ .  In  Luke
15 we see the welcome and
rejo ic ing of  the lost  -  the lost  son,
the lost  coin and the lost  sheep.
Three stor ies to  re i terate the point
(not  just  the usual  two of  Luke!) .
However  we choose to see the
Parable of  the Prodigal  Son,
whichever  character  we ident i fy
wi th most ,  or  which character  we
want  to  hear  f rom but  do not
(where was the Mother  -  what  d id
she th ink,  or  had she died?).  The
message of  the parable is  that
God welcomes us into God’s
loving arms wi th love and mercy
again and again and again.


