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Genesis 15:1–12,  17–18
In  the passage f rom the Hebrew
Bible we hear  God’s promise to
Abram that  h is  descendents wi l l
be more than the stars Abram
can see in  space.  This  is  a
promise,  a  covenant  between
God and Abram ( later  Abraham)
and is  recal led in  the
Benedictus,  the Song of
Zechar iah (Luke 1:68–79),  that
is  used in  the SEC’s Dai ly
Morning Prayer.  

Throughout  Genesis  God and
Abram interact ,  God speaks;
Abram l is tens.  God promises;
Abram bel ieves.  God
commands;  Abram obeys.
However,  we reach a point
where Abram says ‘ I  have a
quest ion’ .  This  is  a  person of
great  fa i thfu lness in  God who
wants to  know how God’s
promises wi l l  be fu l f i l led when
he has no chi ldren.  This  is
someone who -  as the passage
reminds us -  has t ravel led away
from known terr i tory  at  God’s
command.

Monday 17th March 2025

On Mondays,  we delve deeper  into
the readings,  p ick ing up themes
and seeking to explore more what
they say,  the words of  Jesus,  the
Psalmists,  Epist le  wr i ters  and
others.  This  week’s  theme is  Fai th
and Transformat ion.

Some quest ions to  th ink about  as
you read the Scr iptures set  for  th is
week in  the Revised Common
Lect ionary are suggested.  You
may wish to  d iscuss these in  a
group,  wi th  a soul  f r iend or  record
your  thoughts in  a  journal .



Psalm 27
The poet  Wi l l iam Cowper ’s
wrote “He has no hope who
never  had a fear.  Psalm 27
displays the tension between
human fear  and t rust ing in
God and the hope of  the
assurance of  God.  The refra in
of  Psalm 27 is  ‘The Lord is  my
l ight  and my salvat ion’ ,
suggest ing that  the Psalmist
has exper ienced th is.
However,  in  the whole Psalm
you can see that  perhaps the
Psalmist  is  not  as easi ly
seeing God’s presence as
before.  

Psalm 27 reminds us that  God
does not  work or  act  in
accordance wi th our
schedule,  but  that  we have to
have fa i th  and t rust  whi ls t
seeking to walk  wi th  God each
day.  

Phil ippians 3.17-4.1
This sect ion of  the let ter  to
the church in  Phi l ippi  ta lks
about  how we should l ive and
where we should take our
example f rom and seek to
imi tate -  Chr ist  Jesus and
those who fo l low God wel l  and
di l igent ly .

This  port ion of  scr ipture
speaks about  how we are to
l ive as community,  how we
are to  l ive as indiv iduals  and
what  c i t izenship as indiv idual
Chr ist ians looks l ike -  par t  of
th is  wor ld but  not  where our
c i t izenship as Chi ldren of  God
l ies.

Luke 13:31-35
This short  par t  of  the Gospel  of
Luke contains a warning for
Jesus,  King Herod -  the fox,
Jesus as Mother  Hen and
indicators of  what  wi l l  happen
to Jesus at  the end of  Lent .

We do not  know why the
Phar isees warned Jesus about
Herod -  i t  could have been
genuine concern for  Jesus or
moving Jesus away to
somewhere where he would not
be thei r  problem. However,
Jesus leaves but  not
permanent ly .  There are h ints  of
what  wi l l  come in  Holy  Week -
prophet  accla imed and re jected
in Jerusalem, put  to  death and
work completed af ter  the th i rd
day.  In  verse 33 Jesus reveals
that  i t  is  necessary for  h im to go
but  th is  is  not  to  escape death
but  to  t ravel  to  the place we
know is  appointed for  h is  death.

We know Herod has history
and we should take danger
from him seriously – Herod
beheaded John the Baptist
(Jn 9.9)



Luke 13:31-35 (cont inued)

We see in  th is  passage
connect ions between Jesus,
Jerusalem, Pi late and the
murder  of  Gal i leans (previous
verses).  This  is  a  reminder  of
the Kings of  the Earth who wi l l
p lay a part  in  Jesus’  t r ia l .
Luke,  as Gospel  wr i te,  is
st ressing Jesus as prophet.

We know Herod has h istory
and we should take danger
f rom him ser iously,  as Herod
beheaded John the Bapt is t
(John 9.9)  and a King Herod
caused the Holy  Fami ly  to  f lee
as refugees.  As a character
Herod makes us ask the
quest ion Luke wants us to  ask
– Who is  th is  Jesus we hear
these th ings about.  We have
heard these f rom Herod in
Luke 9.  Herod asks who Jesus
is  and seeks to see him,  to
f ind out  what  is  going on.  Part
of  Lent  is  ref lect ion,  inv i t ing
that  quest ion in  ourselves,
encouraging our  personal
quests on our  indiv idual
journeys of  fa i th.  

In  contrast  we hear  the image
of  Jesus as Mother  Hen.  The
image of  members of  the
Tr in i ty  shel ter ing members of
the fa i th  communi ty  is  not
new. I t  is  seen Psalm 91 “He
wi l l  cover  you wi th  h is
feathers,  and under  h is  wings
you wi l l  f ind refuge;  h is
fa i thfu lness wi l l  be your  shie ld
and rampart . ”  This  imagery is
descr ibed in  f ive other
psalms.  
 

 

In  Deuteronomy 32 when God is
compared to an eagle that  s t i rs
up her  nest ,  f lu t ters  over  i t ’s
young,  spreading out  i ts  wide
majest ic  wings over  the people
of  Israel .  Or  in  Ruth 2 where
Boaz acknowledges that  Ruth in
moving to a foreign land has
been re ly ing on God and
seeking refuge under  the wings
of  God.

Questions for Reflection &
Discussion

Where do you see s igns of
fa i th  in  Abram/Abraham and
the Psalmist?

What  t ransformat ions due to
fa i th  are explored in
Phi l ippians?

What  are stor ies of  fa i th  and
transformat ion of  indiv iduals
in  scr iptures that  are
important  in  your  fa i th
journey?

What  does i t  mean to you to
be gathered as a chick under
the wings of  Jesus as Mother
Hen?

.


