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A Prayer for Synod
Almighty and everliving God,

give wisdom and understanding,
to the members of the Synod of this Diocese.

Teach them in all things
to seek first your honour and glory.

May they perceive what is right
have courage to pursue it
and grace to accomplish it,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

From A Prayer Book for Australia (Anglican Church of  Australia)



• What is Diocesan 
Synod?
• People

• Activities

• Canons and Liturgy

• Location

• Agenda

• Participating in Synod

• Any Questions?





WHO IS DIOCESAN SYNOD?

• Three houses

• Bishop

• Clergy (license, commission)

• Laity

• Lay Representatives

• Elected by Diocesan Synod to General Synod



WHAT DOES DIOCESAN SYNOD DO?

• Elect people to represent the Diocese

• Consider matters from and to the Provincial Scottish 
Episcopal Church

• Consider matters related to the Diocese

• Gather together to share stories and worship together



HOW DOES SYNOD DO THINGS?

•Receive reports (written and spoken)
•Ask questions
•Debate
•Vote
• Posts, Motions, Amendments, Canons, 

Liturgy
•Table discussion



CANONS & LITURGY

• Canon law governs the Scottish Episcopal Church

• Liturgy is the material we use in worship 

• Important to the whole church so go from 
General Synod to Diocesan Synods and back again 
before being put into Church Law or authorised 
liturgy



1st Reading at 
General Synod

[>50% all houses]

Diocesan Synods
Comments & 

indicative votes

2nd Reading at 
General Synod
[2/3 by houses]

June Year 1 June Year 2
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PARTICIPATING IN SYNOD

•Speaking
•Questions
•Motion Amendments
•Table discussions



SPEAKING AT SYNOD

• Raise your hand when invited to indicate if you would like to speak

• Make your way to the microphone and wait to be called by the Chair

• All remarks should be addressed to the Chair, with the usual preface: “Bishop”

• At the start of speaking introduce yourself using your name and the 
congregation you represent or role that means you’re a member of Synod

• When speaking make sure you’re speaking into the microphone

• There may be time limits in place for spoken contributions (2 minutes)

• You are permitted to speak once in any debate

• Please be courteous and address your remarks to the Chair at all times



A Prayer for Synod
Almighty and everliving God,

give wisdom and understanding,
to the members of the Synod of this Diocese.

Teach them in all things
to seek first your honour and glory.

May they perceive what is right
have courage to pursue it
and grace to accomplish it,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

From A Prayer Book for Australia (Anglican Church of  Australia)


