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Dives and Lazarus, after Bonifazio di Pitati (1487 – 1553) National Gallery 

 

Luke 16:19–31 
Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even 
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the 
angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he 
was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 
He called out, `Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.' But Abraham said, 
`Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in 
like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all 
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to 
pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' He said, 
`Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- for I have five brothers-- that 
he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham 
replied, `They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, `No, 
father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to 
him, `If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even 
if someone rises from the dead.'" 



Sharing the love and light of God with the world is something we’re called to do as part 
of our faith. For some it is by telling the story of Jesus, for others acts of service – 
perhaps in providing hospitality or volunteering at food banks, there are many different 
ways of loving our neighbour as ourselves. The Rich Man in today’s parable from Luke 
ignored the need on his doorstep, what are you called to do to share the light and love 
of God with those in your local community? 
 
A Light exists in Spring by Emily Dickinson 
A Light exists in Spring 
Not present on the Year 
At any other period — 
When March is scarcely here 
 

A Color stands abroad 
On Solitary Fields 
That Science cannot overtake 
But Human Nature feels. 
 

It waits upon the Lawn, 
It shows the furthest Tree 
Upon the furthest Slope you know 
It almost speaks to you. 
 

Then as Horizons step 
Or Noons report away 
Without the Formula of sound 
It passes and we stay — 
 

A quality of loss 
Affecting our Content 
As Trade had suddenly encroached 
Upon a Sacrament. 
 
To listen 
Crumbs from Your Table  by U2 
Dives & Lazarus (Folk Song) one version is Maddy Prior, Benji Kirkpatrick & Giles Lewin  
 

These (with other listening suggestions from Words for the Way) can be found on a 
playlist at 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/72omFXFljUHKiHcvk9OYv4?si=a0e19f17d21340f8  
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The word for each day is taken from Trevor Hudson’s 40 words for 40 days Pauses for Lent.  


