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Mark 12:28–34 

One of the scribes came near and heard Jesus and the Saducees disputing with one another, 
and seeing that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first 
of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, 
“You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no 
other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbour as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to 
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any 
question. 



Today, 17th March is St Patrick’s Day, Patrick was a Bishop of Ireland and a missionary. He 
was captured by Irish raiders from Cornwall around 390 AD, he spent time on the 
Continent, Gaul and was trained as a Priest and influenced by Martin of Tours. In his forties 
Patrick returned to Ireland as a Bishop, telling the good news of Christ to the people of 
Ireland by walking all over the country. St Patrick is attributed as the author of St Patrick’s 
Breastplate, also known as the Deer’s Cry, a traditional prayer for protection, two different 
versions which are offered to listen to today. 
 
 
 
The word for reflection today is Peace and today’s Gospel reading is Jesus speaking about 
the ten commandments and how they can be summarised as Love God and Love your 
Neighbour as yourself. Sharing God’s love with our neighbours, communities and the world 
can take many forms as can what Peace looks like around the world. Today you’re invited to 
reflect on what the word peace means to you, perhaps reflecting on the context of places 
that need to know peace or in the context of the life and example of St Patrick. 
 
 
 
 

Collect for Patrick – Bishop of Ireland 
 

Almighty and everlasting God,  
who chose your servant Patrick to be the apostle of Ireland:  
grant that we, like him, may walk in the light of your gospel, 
as heralds and evangelists of your kingdom;  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen 
 

 
To Listen 
 
The Deer’s Cry: I arise by Shaun Davey, one performance is by Liam Lawton & Theresa 
Donohoo 
The Deer’s Cry by Arvo Pärt, one performance is by Voces8 
 

These and other music mentioned in these reflections can be found in a playlist at 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/72omFXFljUHKiHcvk9OYv4?si=c33294da79674b98  
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The word for each day is taken from Trevor Hudson’s 40 words for 40 days Pauses for Lent.  


