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Genesis 37:3–4,12–28 
Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; 
and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem. And Israel said to 
Joseph, "Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them." 
He answered, "Here I am." So he said to him, "Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and 
with the flock; and bring word back to me." So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. 

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, 
"What are you seeking?" "I am seeking my brothers," he said; "tell me, please, where they are 
pasturing the flock." The man said, "They have gone away, for I heard them say, `Let us go to 
Dothan.'" So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a 
distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one 
another, "Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the 
pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of 
his dreams." But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, "Let us not 
take his life." Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the 
wilderness, but lay no hand on him" -- that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore 
him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long 
robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; 
there was no water in it. 

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 
Then Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 
Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, 
our own flesh." And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew 
Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. 
And they took Joseph to Egypt. 
 
Today’s word for reflection is Peacemaker. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus tells us that 
‘Blessed are the Peacemakers’ and today’s reading from Genesis reminds us that there are many 
situations in which peacemakers are needed. Today you’re invited to spend some time in prayer 
thinking of those situations in your life, your community and prayers that need peace, where 
there are relationships that need to be reconciled. You may with to use the Prayer for 
Peacemaking  on the next page as you pray and help with your reflections. 



A Prayer for Peacemaking by Amy Yoder McGloughlin (Mennonite Church USA) 
Holy God, 
You created us to love and to be loved. 
You created us in your image and likeness, 
  desiring humanity’s connection and relationship to one other and your creation. 
And yet, since the beginning, we’ve struggled to be at peace with each other. 
We have struggled to love ourselves 
  and to love each other in the way you have deeply desired for us. 
Give us courage to love ourselves and our families 
  with difficult conversations, 
  with compassionate listening 
  and with healthy boundaries. 
 

Jesus Christ, 
you showed us the way of peace 
  in your words and teachings, 
  and in your life, death and resurrection. 
And yet, like your disciples, 
  our vision for your shalom is too narrow. 
We have, at times, limited your vision of peace 
  to that of our own inner peace and security. 
We have forgotten that peace means wholeness 
  for all people and creation. 
Give us courage to work in solidarity with the poor 
  for a world where all have access to what they need; 
  to create lasting shalom by loving and stewarding the earth you have created; 
  to aid those who are fleeing terrible circumstances of violence; 
  and to confront the powers that create 
    unjust policies in our churches, 
    in our community policing practices, 
    in our education systems, 
    and in our government structures.   
 

Spirit of Life, 
  you inspire and compel us towards creative peacemaking. 
Move us beyond our confessions, into creativity. 
Move us beyond our guilt, into inspiration. 
Move us beyond our shame into a fuller vision of shalom for your world. 
Move us into being 
  creators of peace in our communities, 
  co-conspirators of wholeness in our churches, 
  accompaniers of peacemaking efforts on the borders, 
    and in places of international conflict.  
Amen 
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The word for each day is taken from Trevor Hudson’s 40 words for 40 days Pauses for Lent.  


