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From the Acting Bishop  
 

Paper Chase 
 
I have now been your ‘interim’ bishop for just over a month. I am so grateful for the 
welcome I have received on my visits to Aberdeen and look forward, shortly, to being in 
Orkney and Shetland. I know all this must feel very strange. I will do my best for you and 
ask your forgiveness when, inevitably, I shall fall short. 
 
Aberdeen & Orkney, I have discovered, is a diocese full of wonderful people and 
congregations, faithfully serving God. There is also a clear and hopeful strategy, set in 
train by Bishop Anne, which I believe it is my job to support and sustain.  
 
I acknowledge, of course, that divisions within the diocese have been very painful for 
everyone. I know that some on all ‘sides’ of the divide have been deeply traumatised by 
all that has happened. There is a list of clergy and laity ready to offer a listening (and 
confidential) ear. Or I can help you access counselling support. If you would like to explore 
either of these options, please write to me, in confidence, at 
bishop@edinburgh.anglican.org. 
 
The complaints raised against Bishop Anne are for others to adjudicate, not me, not you. 
We must do all we can to allow the canonical process to run its course without 
interference. I recently wrote to clergy and Vestries asking that we treat all our sisters and 
brothers in Christ with kindness and respect. That we concentrate on praying for all those 
caught up in the complaints process, including Bishop Anne. How disappointing, then, 
that anonymous briefings to the press continue. I wonder how these are intended to build 
peace or prepare the way for justice. What do those behind the reports hope to achieve 
from negative media coverage, when a proper process to address complaints is 
underway? 
If it is you doing this, please stop. Or, if you will not (or cannot), please step out of the 
shadows and come to explain to me, face to face, one to one, why not.  
 

---------------- 
 
 



We know the months ahead will be tough, that many will not be able to put food on the 
table or to heat their homes. Perhaps this includes you. There is certainly no shame in 
admitting this or in asking for help. Thank you to those churches who are already offering 
of their best as they seek to serve Christ in others – providing food and clothing, offering a 
warm space for people to shelter, setting up debt counselling, writing to politicians, giving 
a welcome and sometimes a home to refugees. For we are called not just to speak of 
Good News but to be Good News. Through this, through our service and our partnerships, 
our compassion and our generosity we help others to experience the grace of God who, in 
Christ, brought healing to the world.  
 
Now, that is something worth telling the papers about! 
 
Please pray for me as I shall pray for you.  
 
+John 
 

 
Jacket Potato Appeal at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 

 

The Jacket Potato Appeal at St Mary’s Cathedral has been covered in the local press. With 
the cold winter months fast approaching, St Mary’s is appealing for donations of coats and 
jackets to give out to those in need. These items will then be given to those who are 
struggling to buy their own winter clothes at the Jacket Potato event on Saturday, 
December 3. On that day people will be able to visit the cathedral to look through the 
donations and choose what they need from 10am. While there, people can enjoy a free 
baked potato and hot drink.  
 

If you wish to donate coats and jackets, you can donate your pre-loved but in good 
condition pieces of clothing to the cathedral on Wednesdays and Saturdays between noon 
and 2pm throughout November or contact Revd Canon Terry Taggart or Fr Roger Dyer. 
 

 
Father Roger Dyer and Reverend Canon Terry Taggart at St. Mary's Episcopal Pro-cathedral will be accepting coats and jackets, 

as well as scarves, hats and gloves, every Wednesday and Saturday. Image: Kath Flannery / DC Thomson.  



New Priest-in-Charge for St Mary’s Stromness 
 

Brenda Dowie the soon to be priest in charge of St Marys in Stromness is coming 
home.  Brenda was brought up in Stromness and was an active member of the Church of 
Scotland.  After studying south, she taught at Papdale Primary in Kirkwall for five years 
during which time among other things she ran the youth group at the church. 
 

In 1983 she left for Tanzania to be a missionary teacher at Canon Andrea Mwaka School in 
Dodoma in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika, and it was at this time that she 
experienced the episcopal church as a home coming. 
 

On returning to the UK in 1988, she read theology at Trinity Bristol with a view of 
returning to Tanzania – but God had other plans and after selection and a 
year's further study she was ordained a Deacon in 1992 and then Priest with the first 
women in England in Bristol Cathedral on March 12th, 1994. 
 

After her curacy her call and vocation has dominantly been in healthcare 
chaplaincy, particularly specialising in the pastoral and spiritual care of those with life 
limiting diagnosis.  For this work she was made an Honorary Canon of Bristol Cathedral 
2002. In 2012 her only journey out of Bristol Diocese was to Gloucester Diocese to a 
specialist chaplaincy end of life post at Gloucestershire Royal Hospital and so she resigned 
her Honorary Canons seat in Bristol Cathedral. However, she soon returned to a post in 
the Bristol Diocese.  Brenda was appointed the lead for chaplaincy and bereavement 
services at North Bristol NHS Trust the largest hospital in the south west of England.  She 
was also the chaplaincy lead for Nightingale Bristol during the pandemic. 
 

Brenda began contemplating and exploring coming home a few years ago as after many 
years away (although a frequent visitor to her family throughout) it needed much 
prayerful consideration.  In January she decided the time was right and she would retire 
at the end of July.  A courtesy introductory email to Bishop Anne saw the hand of the God 
of surprises unfold a process and appointment to St Mary’s Stromness.   God had seen 
ahead, and the rest as they say is yet to come or is that the best? 
 

 
Revd Canon Brenda Dowie and St Mary’s Stromness, Orkney.  



All Saints Holiday Club 
 

During the first week of half-term the churches of St James the Less, St John the 
Evangelist and St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral in Aberdeen joined together to run All Saints 
Holiday Club for four full days based at St James. Children aged 4-12 were invited to come 
and learn more about Jesus and God’s love for them. We painted, planted bulbs and 
seeds, sang, played parachute games, read stories, worshipped together and far more. An 
event near Christmas is planned so watch this space. The Holiday Club was the grateful 
recipient of a grant from the Benefact Trust. 
 

   
Depictions of Baptism following the baptism of baby ‘Rose’, Parachute Games, Story Time. 

 
 
 

Let's get together in ??? 
Diocesan Get Togethers in Summer 2023 

 
Over the past two Summers we have visited Banchory, Ellon, Old Deer, Cruden Bay, Old 
Aberdeen and Birse Church (and places around and in between). We are looking forward 
to further Diocesan Get Togethers in the summer months next year.  
 
Rev Roger Dyer writes, ‘We have such a wonderful patchwork of countryside, coasts and 
rivers across our Diocese. I would be pleased to hear from any who have ideas about 
possible places we could use in 2023. Somewhere for a walk (not too strenuous), 
somewhere to picnic, parking, toilets, a place to worship (indoors or 
out).’ revrogdyer@btinternet.com 
 

   
  



New Convener sought for the Provincial Ethical Investment Advisory Group 
 
A convener for the reconstituted Ethical Investment Advisory Group (EIAG) is being 
sought, and any lay or ordained members of the SEC who are interested in the position 
are being encouraged to get in touch.  
 
In June this year General Synod adopted the revised Ethical Investment Policy Statement 
for the SEC Unit Trust Pool (UTP). Drafting this was the final part of the remit of the EIAG 
which had been set up to look at specific issues relating to the UTP arising from General 
Synod 2019.  
 
Standing Committee has agreed that EIAG should be reconstituted with a new remit, and 
is now seeking someone to convene the new group for the next five years. An interest in 
Christian ethics and a basic knowledge of investments is essential. The ethics of 
investments are complex and the convener will have oversight of a group where differing 
views are held in tension. The group will work closely with Investment Committee and 
report to Standing Committee.  
 
The focus of the new group will be to provide advice to Investment Committee on matters 
relating to ethical investment, principally to consider how the broad aspirations in the 
Ethical Investment Policy Statement and the associated Policy on the use of Pooled Funds 
(2019) can be put into practice for the UTP. It is envisaged that the work will include 
discussion of topics recommended and requested by Standing Committee and other 
committees, as well as responding to concerns raised by members of the SEC in relation 
to the implications of current events.  
 
The overarching aim will be to provide advice that is grounded in Christian theology, but 
practicable for Investment Committee to implement.  
 
It is anticipated that the group will meet twice a year either online or in person at the 
General Synod Office.  
 
If you would like to register an interest in the Convenership post or would like more 
information about it please contact Malcolm Bett (treasurer@scotland.anglican.org) or 
Daphne Audsley (DaphneA@scotland.anglican.org). 
 

 




