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Sunday 7 August – Day 12 
 

 
 

On Saturday the bishops make statements of 
support, and pray for bishops ministering in 

challenging contexts. On Sunday we gathered for 
the closing service, a Eucharist in Canterbury 

Cathedral. 
 
Over the weekend their has been a steady leakage of bishops. Many with COVID are 
isolating, and those who are able to travel safely, while having the virus, have gone home.  
 
Tiredness continues to take its toll, but we have given time to consider what we have been 
learning together, and what we can commit to in the next phase of the post-conference life, 
which will be in zoom groups.  



At the beginning of Saturday the bishops gathered to consider Statements of Support. The 
details of these can be found here: 
 
https://www.lambethconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Statements-of-Support-
from-the-Lambeth-Conference-2022-1.pdf 
 
One of the statements related to the mass shootings in the USA. 
 

Statement of Support in response to the shootings 
in the USA 

Sponsor: Bishop Michael Curry 
 
We, the bishops of the worldwide Anglican Communion, called to 
gether by the Archbishop of Canterbury for the Lambeth Conference in 2022, from the 
provinces of the Anglican Communion are deeply grieved by the continued news of mass 
shootings in the United Sates. 
 
Remembering the Apostle Paul’s reminder to the Corinthian Christians that “if one part of 
the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it,” we bishops are deeply grieved by 
continued news of mass shootings in the United States and the deaths that result from 
these awful events...in schools, in stores, in public places of all kinds, and even, a short 
time ago, in an Episcopal parish in Alabama. We pray for the victims and their loved ones, 
and for all those who find themselves fearful in the face of gun violence. We applaud the 
work of groups such as Bishops United Against Gun Violence 
(https://bishopsagainstgunviolence.org), and beseech God to honour the efforts of all 
people of good will in advocating for legislation that could decrease the number of people 
in the United States who are killed or wounded by gunfire. 
 
We likewise are distressed by news of the ongoing turmoil and pernicious divisions that 
exist in various ways throughout the country, and contribute to the anxiety experienced by 
many, both individually and communally. It is our fervent hope that the Way of Love which 
we see most clearly in Jesus of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, may find its way 
into the hearts of those who find themselves in opposition to one another, breaking down 
barriers and providing hope in dark times. 
 
 
After the statement was introduced, those bishops affected were invited to stand. Other 
bishops would gather around then and pray. One bishop who stood was Rt Revd Glenda 
Curry, Bishop of Alabama. There was a multiple shooting in one of her churches on 16 
June. 
 
On the night +Glenda received a call, telling her that there were a number of fatalities in 
one of her churches following a mass shooting. She drove to the church. The police 
admitted her to the crime scene because she was the bishop.  
 



Over the next days and weeks +Glenda ministered to the grief and shock of those who had 
been present, and supported the bereaved in their grief. The church hall, where the 
shooting took place, was re-consecrated. The whole terrible incident is still visceral for 
+Glenda. 
 
The picture below shows me with +Glenda at the opening service, where we walked in 
procession together. 
 

 
 
Now +Glenda was one of the bishops from the USA (the ‘Aberdeen Bishops’) who came 
visit the diocese before the Lambeth Conference. +Glenda and I have spent several hours 
of each day with each other for the last three weeks, and we have become close. Yesterday 
evening we had a final drink together, as she was leaving this morning. I told her I hoped 
to visit Birmingham, Alabama, where she lives. She said we would be welcome, and that 
she would like to take us to see the museum and library that she had built when she was a 
college principal. It turns out the +Glenda had built the Rosa Parks Museum in Troy, 
Alabama! This was the first place that Mrs Parks story was celebrated and remembered.  
 

  



The closing service 
 

 
 

The picture above shows me with Rt Revd Peter Youl of South Sudan at the closing 
service. +Peter has been a bishop since 2017. His diocese is new, and he is the first bishop. 
He described that as beginning with nothing, and building from the ground up. +Peter had 
come to the conference without his wife because she is expected to give birth to their 
fourth child this week.  
 
In our conversation before the service I asked +Peter if he would be taking communion. 
He spoke sadly, and said no, he would not. This was because none of the bishops from 
South Sudan would be receiving the sacrament in the service. This led us on to speak 
about the differences that were present at the Conference. +Peter said that he understood 
that in some contexts provinces had made a change to marriage canons for missional 
reasons appropriate to context. The differences were to be expected, he said. In his context 
he would regularly give the sacrament to women who were in polygamous marriages (one 
of five, or six, or seven wives). He thought that I would disapprove of this, but this was a 
pastoral response in his cultural context. He did not think the differences should divide us. 
 
When it came to the time to move to receive the bread, +Peter remained in his seat. I 
touched his arm and smiled at him as I moved past him into the queue. When I returned to 
my seat he reached out and held my hand. When we sang the next hymn, there were 
alleluia’s from both our lips. 
 
The conference has been full of small moments like this, where we have decided to delight 
in what we share and agree upon (not least that we are brother and sister bishops) and take 
time as we go forward to really understand our differences. The work of Lambeth will 
continue in small groups on zoom – where we will be able to share stories and do some 
theological reflection together. The commitment to do these things is very high.  

  



And finally a ‘Thank you’ 
 

 
 

 
Roger and I have been pleased to come to the Lambeth Conference. It has been 
challenging, stretching, provoking, disappointing, tiring and encouraging – often all on the 
same day. The conference has demanded a great deal of us, and we have sought to be as 
fully engaged and present as we could be. 
 
We want to thank all of you who have prayed for us, and for the Conference as a whole. 
Through your prayers and many messages we have felt your support and company. We 
hope that we have represented well to others what God is doing in Aberdeen and Orkney, 
and that we are sufficiently changed ourselves to bring home some surprise blessings! 
 

God bless you all! 
 

 


