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Friday 5 August – Day 10 
 

 
 

The final Bible study groups, we consider the 
costs of discipleship, and have a quiet night in 

Canterbury. 
 

There is a real sense now that we are turning towards the end of the conference. There 
were notices at the beginning of the day about travel arrangements to get home. Between 
bishops, firm friendships might turn into something more. For example our friendships 
could be sources of prayer support and encouragement (one of the topics of conversation 
today was ‘who shepherds the shepherds?’). They could also lead into the formation of 
further linked dioceses, so that there might be mutual support and learning from each 
other, diocese to diocese. 
 



Covid continues to reduce the numbers at events, but even those infected are able to get 
out and about wearing masks to take exercise. Today the weather was cooler with a light 
breeze – altogether better than the hot and humid days mid-week.  
Today was the final day for our Bible Study groups. For a number of reasons, including 
the challenges of different language, we have not engaged with designated text (1 Peter) 
very much, nor used the notes provided. Instead, each day there has been an outpouring of 
stories. We have given the time to listening and praying together. From today we 
committed to remember to pray for each other. Now here is something we might often say 
‘I will remember you in my prayers’.  Easier to say than do…so I am hoping this photo 
will be a helpful reminder for me. 

 

 
 

My Bible Study group (from the left): 

 Rt Revd Samson Tuliapus (North Kenya) 

 Rt Revd Fraser Lawton (Dallas, USA) 

 Rt Revd Sam Corley (Stockport, England) 

 +Anne 

 Rt Revd Prof Paul Appiah-Sekyere (Ghana) 

Missing from the photo was Rt Revd Willie Tungale (Temotu, Solomon Islands) 



A Jesus shaped life - discipleship 
 

The main topic before us today, in our plenary session and the ‘Call’ we considered as 
bishops, was Discipleship. This has been high on the agenda since the Anglican 
Consultative Council in 2016. Some of the input today was from bishops who were 
sharing what has been happening in their dioceses.  
 
The most inspiring and moving story came from Rt Revd Eleanor Sanderson of 
Wellington. She told us of the large number of young(ish) people who have set up home 
together to form ‘new-monastic’ communities, that is households of more than one family, 
living to a common rule of life together. These communities are bringing great energy and 
spiritual depth to the diocese.  
 

 
 
Other stories began with descriptions of dioceses where many members could be 
described as at essentially a ‘passive stage of spiritual development’. What was needed 
was for ‘adult persons to hear the good news of the gospel, renew their own baptismal 
covenant, and consciously choose Christ as their own personal Lord and Saviour, and 
commit themselves actively in the life of their church’ (Sherry Weddell). The bishops 
discussed together ways that a deepening life with Christ could be encouraged and 
supported. How might this happen in every diocese, among peoples with very different 
cultures and preferences, different ways of learning and styles of praying? 

 
Rt Revd Michael Curry encouraged us all to think about the difference made by each 
person living a ‘Jesus shaped life’ – rooted in love. This is the purpose of discipleship. 



Quiet Evening 
 
This evening was the first in the conference with no evening event to attend. Roger and I 
made our way on the bus to Canterbury to have dinner with some of our new friends. The 
city was busy, the usual active Friday evening, where concerns seem so far from what has 
filled our minds during the day. In our reflections we have been a long way from the social 
culture found on our streets. In the next couple of days we will be giving further thought to 
bridging the gap. 
 

 
 
 

Spouse of the Day 
 
Roger Dyer writes: 
 
At times it is difficult to know what to say. Tears seem the only appropriate response to 
the extreme stories of violence, threat and trauma that many of our Global South siblings 
recount when telling of their lives. 
 
This is Agnes from South Sudan who told my spouses small group of the time she walked 
for six days and nights as part of a mass-migration to reach Uganda at outbreak of war. 
There was no food or water and many died. On the way she ‘adopted’ a three year, 
orphaned by the fighting, and then raised her as her own. She rejoices that twenty years 
later there are now two grandchildren, whom she also considers her own.  



 
 

Agnes is now back in South Sudan, but much violence continues and as a result there are 
many widows and orphans. She has four children of her own but her household numbers 
twenty-four. 
 
In contrast to the lives of Agnes and other spouses from the Global South it initially felt to 
those of us from the North that we had nothing to say about living under pressure because 
we are Christians. What were our trivial hardships is comparison?! But as the Conference 
has progressed it has been dawning upon us that we who live in the affluent parts of the 
world are also under serious attack from the society within which we live. We are 
encouraged to love acquiring things - believing we are what we own. We are encouraged 
to live individualistic lifestyles - believing we don’t need others. We are drawn into a 
nominal Christianity that neither gives us life or liberates others.  
 
Scotland and South Sudan. Very different contexts within which to live, but in both 
Christians are in peril. How wonderful that we are in communion and can encourage one 
another. 
 


