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Episcopal visitors arrive in Aberdeen,  
go on pilgrimage in Orkney. 

The beginning of  
‘Walking, Listening, and Witnessing’ Together. 

 
Five bishops come to Aberdeen, we travel to Orkney 
on pilgrimage, and there is much staring of stories. 
 
(photo credit – Rt Revd Frank Logue) 

 



Arrivals 
 
Bishops of the Anglican Communion travel to the Lambeth Conference next Tuesday (26 
July 2022), for the conference that begins the next day and runs through to Monday 8 
August. 
 
These dates have been in the diary for some time, and have caused us to consider what 
pre-Lambeth hospitality might be offered. We have a deep and historic partnership with 
the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut, so would expect an episcopal visitor from there. 
Then, following the pandemic, we were approached by a group of bishops from the 
Episcopal Church in America to ask if they could come to Aberdeen. They are named the 
‘Aberdeen Bishops’ because they were consecrated by the minimum number of bishops 
required (three) at small services during the pandemic. The very first bishop in the 
Episcopal Church in America, Samuel Seabury, was consecrated similarly by three 
bishops in Aberdeen. These ‘Aberdeen Bishops’ wanted to connect to the roots of not just 
their own church, but the Anglican Communion.  
 
Through the last months, with the coronavirus ever present and making plans precarious, 
we have been busy preparing. We are genuinely, deeply, thrilled to receive episcopal 
visitors ahead of the Lambeth Conference, to be able to make new friends from a Province 
with which we share so many values.  
 

 



Our visitors arrived on Wednesday 20 July, but nothing was straightforward. The travel 
turmoil in the air industry, train chaos, and extreme weather came together to cause flight 
cancellations, many delays and some lost luggage. By late afternoon we were all gathered 
and ready to make the final leg of their journey, to Orkney. 
 
Our group is (as in the photo above): 
Rt Revd Laura Ahrens, suffragen Connecticut, Canon Doris Westfall, Canon to the 
Ordinary Missouri, Melissa Loya, Victoria Logue, (in the doorway) Rt Revd Deon 
Johnson, Bishop of Missouri, Rt Revd Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia, (+Anne), Rt Revd 
Glenda Curry, Bishop of Alabama, Rt Revd Craig Loya, Bishop of Minnesota – and 
finally Revd Roger Dyer (taking the photo). 
We had a delayed flight, and finally reached our final destination – Stromness, Orkney – 
late Wednesday. We were very tried, some had been travelling for over 30 hours. 
Members of St Olaf’s and St Mary’s had prepared a supper – hoping to share it with us. 
They had departed for their homes by the time we arrived, so our visitors experienced the 
loving hospitality of strangers. They were very grateful. 
 

Pilgrims 
 
The purpose of the trip to Orkney was primarily about experiencing a short pilgrimage. 
 
     On Thursday 21 July we walked a section of the St 
Magnus Way – from Finstown to Orphir. 
This section of the Way takes the theme of ‘repentence’.  
     We divided into two groups – those who would do the 
whole walk, including a steepish hill at the beginning, and 
those who would do a shortened route. The length of the walk 
does not matter so much as the spiritual work done. 
     We were led by Stuart Little (St Olaf’s, Kirkwall), cared 
for by Pirjo Little, and accompanied by Bishop Dorsey and 
Betsy McConnell. 
  

 

 



The Lambeth Conference has suggested three disciplines to us as bishops: 
 

Listening together – Walking together – Witnessing together 
 
This day of pilgrimage enabled us to walk and listen – not as metaphors for the Christian 
life, but in reality. We walked the pilgrims’ path, and we told stories. And, because many 
of us are bishops (and others those who love us and work with us) our stories were about 
dioceses. We spoke of what it means to be a ‘bishop’. We noted the ‘weight’ of the office, 
the many challenges. And we shared joys, those moments when we see and know the Holy 
Spirit to be at work. Our stories came out of our contexts and cultures, such very different 
settings, with a variety of histories – and yet, and yet, so many resonances, so much deep 
listening, because our hearts recognised the echoes from one story to another.  
 

Witnessing together 
 

 

 
In the late afternoon we 
completed our pilgrimage 
by celebrating the Eucharist 
together in St Magnus 
Cathedral. It was the eve of 
the feast of Mary 
Magdalene, the first apostle. 
Bishop Dorsey presided. He 
reminded us of our call – as 
bishops – to be like her 
‘witnesses to the 
resurrection’. 
 
This is a holy call, part of 
our role as those who ensure 
that the Gospel is passed 
from one generation to 
another.  
 
It is this call to be apostles 
that we share beyond all 
else.  

 

 
 
 



We shared a meal together, where there was much laughter. The day before we had mostly 
been strangers, the walking and listening had begun to open a safe space in which we 
could begin to be ourselves. 
 
Then, as the sun was going down we stopped on our journey back to Stromness to say 
night prayer together at the Stones of Stenness. 
 

 
 
As we prayed we sang: 
 

Ubi caritas et amor, 
Ubi Caritas, Deus ibi est 

 
 
 

 
(Further photo credits to Rt Revd Deon Johnson) 
 


