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Friday 29 July – Day 3 
 

 
 

Lambeth Photos, and is diversity celebrated. 
 
I could tell it was a special day today – when we queued for the bus to Canterbury I noted 
so many of the women bishops had washed their hair! Today was ‘Lambeth Photo Day’.  
 
We had another good morning together considering 1 Peter and praying, and then after 
lunch we returned to the campus. The bishops put on ‘red convocation robes’ (purple 
cassock, rochet with red cuffs and red chimere, black tippet), and spouses wore smart 
casual or national dress. 



 
We made our way to the large field on the edge of the campus. The Spouses’ Photo was 
taken first. We bishops were very hot and uncomfortable in the sun in all our kit. The 
stewards’ team were supplying us with constant tea or water.  
 
After the spouses’ picture was taken the bishops had to line up in order of height. 
Interestingly, in some national groups, but not all, the bishops were the same height. So on 
this measure I am much shorter than South Sudan, but taller than North India and most 
South American countries.  

 
 
 
It took a considerable time to place us on the bleachers (the stand that presents us for the 
photo). I was at a scary height. One ecumenical guest fainted, and had to be taken from the 
field. Finally, finally, the photo was taken. Iconic and memorable as it was, this was not 
the most important photo of the day for me. 

 

Women Bishops 
 
In the blog yesterday I mentioned that I attended Lambeth for an event in 1998, when 
there were eleven bishops in the Anglican Communion, most of these from the Episcopal 
Church USA. In 2008 the number had gone up to a number in the 20s.  
 



 
1998 Women Bishops – the first women consecrated in the Communion 

 

This year on the day there were 97 of us. The women’s photo was the one we wanted. 
Here below is one version of it, with Mandy Marshall, the Anglican Communion Director 
of Gender Justice kneeling at the front. To her right is Archbishop Linda Nicholls, the 
Primate of Canada – the only woman primate at present. 
 

 
 

As we gathered on the stand we were excited. We sang ‘Girls just want to have fun’! 
(Cindy Lauper). However, by the end many of us were in tears, so moved at how far our 
church has come. We have always believed the earliest churches had women apostles – 
now the church has many! 

 

 
 
Finally – and again very moving 
for those us… the woman bishops 
of Africa. 
Just five, but oh how awesome and 
brave these women are. 
It is beyond imagining what they 
have to put up with in order to 
serve God in this ministry. 



Spouses 
 

When I was a girl I had a collection of dolls in national dress. I loved them. Today’s 
parade of spouses, making their way to the photos, reminded me of them. Here are some 
photos. (Peru, West Africa, South Africa, India, Asia, Sierra Leone and Liberia.) 
 

  
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

The rainbow people of God – diverse and creative. A very good reason to celebrate the 
Anglican Communion. 


