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Bible studies begin, we think about evangelism, 
and cultural assumptions are challenged 

 
Many of us were tired today. Friday had been an exhausting day, including the very hot 
afternoon in the sun. I have been working everyday for two weeks now. The Lambeth 
programme gives us no respite. I imagine this might be about a ‘value for money’ ethic, 
conscious that our dioceses have paid so much for us to be here. Also, given that we gather 
as Communion bishops every ten years, we want to make the best of our time together. 
 
In our apartments, those from central Africa rose with the dawn – whereas those from 
Aberdeen stayed in their bed! 
 



Our day together began with a Bible study on 1 Peter, and then we went into study groups. 
In my group I have a bishop from each of England, Pakistan, Ghana, Melanesia (Solomon 
Islands), USA and Kenya. It was a pleasure to settle into reading the Bible together.  
 
After this we had a plenary session with the input related to the first of our ‘Calls’, this one 
about evangelism. The Archbishop of York gave a most wonderful, funny, and inspiring 
address. Later in the day we had our first ‘call’ session – with equipment provided for 
voting. This session was not the best experience, processes and procedures were unclear. 
The whole raised a number of ‘inclusion’ issues. 
 
It seems it is easy, when organising a conference, to slip into cultural assumptions, and 
really not notice what might be a challenge for others. So, it was not helpful to have the 
Call document on the table, reduced to two sides of A4 in small font, and expect those 
who do not have much (or any!) English to be able to read it. Notices and instructions 
have been consistently complicated. I am forever asking someone to explain things again – 
so how much more difficult it is for those from other parts of the world. This evening I 
attempted a conversation with one of the three women bishops from Brazil. She did not 
understand me, and apologised for not having much English. This is entirely inappropriate 
when I do not have one word of Portuguese. I am hoping the conference organisers are 
reflecting on our experiences, so that we can learn and make adjustments as we go forward 
so that everyone can make a full contribution. 

 

Spouses and bishops 
 

 
 
The Spouses Programme continues, with Revd Roger Dyer playing a full part. 
Roger contributes the following to today’s blog. 
 



Women	on	the	Front	Line	
	
I	have	met	some	wonderful	Christian	women	in	recent	days.	There	is	a	photo	of	my	
Lambeth	Small	Group	below.	We	are	looking	at	the	Bible	book	of	1	Peter	together,	
sharing	our	understanding	of	what	it	means	for	us	in	our	setting,	and	encouraging	
each	other	as	we	seek	to	live	out	the	teaching	of	Jesus	in	our	lives.		
	

	
	
(Right	to	left).	Lizzie	(Church	of	England)	is	supporting	teachers	so	that	they	can	
grow	to	their	full	potential.	She	is	committed	to	helping	her	church	become	a	place	
were	the	actions	and	life	of	the	people	gathered	demonstrate	the	‘yet	to	come’	
Kingdom	of	God.		
Brenda	(Anglican	Church	of	Southern	Africa)	lives	in	a	district	dominated	by	gold	
mining.	She	works	for	the	full	implementation	of	environmental	standards	by	mining	
companies.	Her	Christian	community	is	under	great	pressure	-	there	has	been	a	high	
death	toll	from	covid;	widespread	illegal	mining	brings	violence	and	murder;	
endemic	corruption	poses	many	difficult	ethical	questions	-	what	do	you	do	when	
employment	and	education	require	a	bribe	to	unlock	them?		
Agnes	(Episcopal	Church	of	Southern	Sudan)	tells	us	that	the	Anglican	Christians	in	
her	country	are	very	vocal	in	calling	the	government	to	work	for	peaceful	rule.	After	
the	civil	war	(1983-2005)	and	independence	in	2011	continuing	ethnic	violence	robs	
the	people	of	peace	and	holds	them	in	poverty.	Widows	and	orphans	need	care,	



schools	need	to	be	built	and	agriculture	re-established.	Meanwhile	resources	are	
being	spent	on	arms.		
Imelda	(Iglesia	Anglicana	de	Mexico)	is	a	psychotherapist	and	priest.	Drug	related	
violence	affects	her	country.	Her	passion	is	that	people	will	know	the	love	of	God	
through	the	acceptance	they	experience	in	church.		
	
It	is	very	moving	to	hear	these	women	speak	of	their	lives,	their	challenges	and	their	
engagement	with	their	communities.		
	

	
	
This	is	Maureen	Asmah.	She	is	from	Ghana	(Church	of	the	Province	of	West	Africa).	
We	were	trying	to	find	a	seminar	venue	and	were	led	off	track	by	following	some	
people	who	claimed	they	knew	where	they	were	going	-	they	did	not!	We	chatted	for	
25	minutes	as	we	tried	to	find	our	way	back	to	where	we	wanted.	Maureen	told	me	
about	poverty	in	Ghana,	youth	unemployment	and	rural-urban	migration.	Her	church	
was	working	to	help	people	escape	the	poverty	that	so	many	found	themselves	in.	
	
All	these	women	are	spouses	of	Anglican	bishops.	They	are	our	wonderful	sisters.	
One	with	us	in	the	Anglican	Communion.	And	crucially	one	with	us	in	Christ.		
	
Different	faces.	Different	places.	One	in	Christ.	
 


