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The bishops travel to Canterbury Cathedral for a 
retreat day, we begin to study 1 Peter together, 

and the Spouses programme begins. 
 

The image above is the sculpture above the altar at the place where  
Archbishop Becket was martyred in his cathedral. 

 



On the bus 
 
There are now over 650 bishops present in Canterbury, from 165 countries. This morning 
we took the bus(es) to Canterbury Cathedral for our first retreat day. The spouses 
remained on the campus for their own programme. 
 
 
On the bus I sat with the Rt Revd Riscylla 
Shaw, suffragen bishop of Toronto and the 
Most Reverend Samy Fawzy, Archbishop of 
Alexandria and Bishop of Egypt.  
 
Riscylla has a particular interest in the 
spirituality of indigenous peoples.  
 
Samy told me that the muslim woman who 
works for the church would be heading to 
Aberdeen in the new year to do a PhD. 
 
This led us on to talk about interfaith 
relationships, especially between Christians 
and muslims. 

 
 

 
I heard examples of muslims and Christians 
worshipping in mosques and churches that 
are side by side (like at St John’s Aberdeen). 
Although worship space is not shared, many 
projects are, with two faith communities 
working together to mitigate climate change, 
for example. 
 
When we arrived at Canterbury we were 
walked in a crocodile to the cathedral – 
somewhat like children on a school trip. The 
difference was that security has high, with 
police in attendance. Many bishops live in 
parts of the world where they need security, 
we less so. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Worship and Bible study 
 

 
(photo credit: Rt Revd Deon Johnson, which shows the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on the front left) 
 
We settled into the Cathedral, and shared Morning Prayer together. The worship was in 
English and Swahili, the first Bible study in French. We are provided with headsets for the 
translations, although these are also in our books. Time was provided for discussion in 
twos of threes, either in the Cathedral or beyond. Then we returned for our first Eucharist 
together. 
 
A sandwich lunch was provided, and I shared mine with some women bishops friends. 
 

 



The picture shows me with +June Osborne, Bishop of Llandaff, +Viv Faull, Bishop of 
Bristol, +Gerry Wolf, Bishop of Rhode Island, +Cherry Vann, Bishop of Monmouth. 
 
At the 1998 Lambeth Conference, the ‘Dean’s of Women’s Ministry’ in English Dioceses 
were invited to a lunch with the very first women bishops. As deans, +June and +Viv and I 
attended, and met +Gerry for the first time. +Gerry was in that first group of eleven 
bishops, the second woman to be elected a diocesan bishop – this is her third Lambeth! 

 

Lessons from a rhyme 
 

 

In the afternoon the stand-out session was led by 
Professor Esther Mombo. 
She took the children’s song ‘There’s a hole in my 
bucket’ as her theme. 
The bucket has a hole, it needs to be fixed, but to 
fix it water is needed, but the bucket has a hole.. 
 
She asked us to consider what situations for us 
could be described as difficult to mend. 
 
She said: 
‘There is a hole in the bucket: the poor, the outcast, 
the women, those with no rights, suffer the most 
from this hole.’ 
 

 
She went on to help us understand that to mend whatever situation, we would need to 
recognise, repent, redeem and restore broken relationships, so that together the hole could 
be fixed by a community working together. There was so much to ponder in her wise 
words. 
 

Spouses programme 
 
Revd Roger Dyer writes: 
 
The Spouses programme began in earnest today. Informal worship and then small 
groups. My group had one person from each of South Africa, South Sudan, England, 
Mexico, United States and Scotland. There was a wonderful openness as we talked about 
the joys and pressures of living as Christians in our countries.  
 
This afternoon I took part in a group ramble through a nearby ancient woodland. I 
walked much of the way with Eric Dame, a First Nations Canadian. Eric is married to 
Lesley Wheeler-Dame, Bishop of the Yukon. They live in the provincial capital of 
Whitehorse (30,000). +Lesley has a massive diocese covering an area two and a half 
times the size of Scotland with only 40,000 inhabitants. Snow will start to fall in mid-



August, 15 feet over winter with temperatures falling to -40c. Eric spoke about his two 
great passions hunting (caribou, elk, mink, seal, salmon) and church. He took great 
delight in telling me about tracking and trapping to provide for tribal meals but also the 
healing power of community at church for people who could be isolated by geography, 
climate and alcohol. 
 

 
 

 


