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Wednesday 27 July – Day 1 
 

 
 

The conference participants gather, first 
meetings, and a street food social 

 
Wednesday morning began bright and sunny. Conference participants were continuing to 
arrive. A large contingent of Indian bishops and their spouses arrived mid-morning after 
an all-night flight into London. A good number of people were noticeably tired, the toll of 
the travel catching up with them. 
 
The first timetabled event was an outdoor meeting over coffee. Bishops and spouses 
gathered outside the conference hall. Most bishops were wearing purple shirts – many 



different shades of purple, many styles. For me it was most moving to see women bishops 
everywhere, 98 of them!!! These women have been particularly friendly. 
 
Many of those who are wives of bishops dressed up for this event. The most eye-catching 
ere the women from South Sudan: tall (often over six feet) straight and very striking. They 
wore national dress, including many costumes made from ‘mother’s union’ fabric of 
different kinds. 
 

 
 

The picture above is of Christina. She told me about her three children at home. Her eldest 
daughter is very sick with a neurological problem that means she is not able to walk. I was 
able to say I understood how very difficult and worrying it is to have child who is sick 
long term. I will hold her and her children in my prayers, and invite you to join me. 
 

Gathering 
 
Organising bishops is really quite a challenge. Bishops are used to leading, to giving 
directions, to having their own mind and ideas. Trying to gather them together into one 
space, on time and ready to listen has been for the stewards something akin to herding 
cats. They are very patient with us! Gradually we gathered in the main venue, for an 
induction session in which we would be given our instructions concerning how we would 
live together through the conference. We did listen, but I think many of us would have 
preferred to have a good sing, raising our voices in praise because we were together. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



Spouses programme 
 

In the afternoon the bishops’ programme began with a time for further introductions and 
pesonal story telling. 
 
While the bishops meet together in their groups and plenary sessions, their spouses meet in 
a parallel programme. Revd Roger Dyer, together with five other spouses of Scottish 
bishops, is participating. 
 
Each day, Roger will be incuding a story related to meeting another spouse. 
 

 
 

Roger writes: 
 
In our accommodation the adjacent room is being used by The Right Reverend DeDe 
Duncan-Probe, Bishop of Central New York and her husband Chris Probe. I walked across 
the University campus this morning with Chris. He was going to speak to house-keeping 
and I had questions for conference admin. As we walked we talked about what we hoped 
the conference would focus on. We found that we shared a hope that climate change 
would be top of the agenda - the fact that we faced the possibility of making vast tracts of 
the earth uninhabitable within 50 years or even threaten the very existence of the human 
race. We wanted this to be front and centre - we believed Christians had something to say 
about this - and yet, at the same time, we realised that we had already met delegates from 
areas in such dire need (warfare, violence, starvation, collapse of basic education and 
health) that looking beyond the next six months or harvest was a luxury that we had as 
Christians of the rich West. We wondered how the conference would balance the different 
focus and concerns of delegates from the many countries of the world who were present. 
 
 



Street food in the evening 
 

The final meal of the day was outside, served from many stalls serving street food from 
around the world. Roger and I had Moroccan food, but other choices were Thai, Spanish, 
Indian, African and good old BBQ. So many different foods, so many different tastes. 
Eating together in this way offered us an example of what is ahead for us.  
 
We come from so many places, maybe around 165 countries. We have different cultures 
and preferences. Will we be able to sit at the table of another, a stranger, and share their 
food? Will we be prepared to be led by others, let the poorest set the agenda? Will we be 
able to hear different voices and a variety of concerns? How will we ‘hear’ those who are 
not fluent in English? Those of us that are ‘at home’, who are confident in our culture, and 
used to having more than sufficient will be greatly challenged in the days ahead. At the 
end of the day we headed off to bed knowing that tomorrow – day 2 – will be given to 
reading the Bible and praying together. This is the right place to start. 
 

  
 
 
The Lambeth Conference video describing Day 1 is here: 
 
https://bit.ly/3PPY0rw 
 
 

 


