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The origins of the Anglican Communion in 
Aberdeen are remembered, episcopal visitors 

from The Episcopal Church USA  
minister in the diocese,  

and then we make the journey to Canterbury. 
 

 
 
 



The photo above is of the visiting bishops from The Episcopal Church, USA together with 
Bishop Anne, in front of the plaque in the quadrangle of Marischal College that marks the 
location of the place of consecration of Samuel Seabury. Seabury was the first American 
episcopal bishop. 
 
You will remember the story, that after the Revolutionary War, the episcopal priests in 
Connecticut gathered together to elect a bishop. This was the first election of a bishop in 
what would become the Anglican Communion. Samuel Seabury was elected (he was the 
second choice), and he made the journey to Great Britain to seek election. As he could not 
be consecrated in England he made his way to Aberdeen, where he was consecrated in 
1784. 
 
From the time of this consecration there has existed an understanding between the Diocese 
of Aberdeen (now Aberdeen and Orkney) and the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut. In 
the Concordat are these words describing the relationship: 
 

‘They agree in declaring that the Episcopal Church 
in Connecticut is to be in full Communion with the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland, it being their sincere 
Resolution to put matters on such a footing, as that 
the members of both Churches may with freedom 

and safety communicate with each either when their 
Occasions call them from the one Country to the 

other,’ 
 
 
The Anglican Communion was born in this relationship between the two dioceses. 
 
It was the good people of Connecticut that placed the commemorative plaque in Marishcal 
College. 
 
On Saturday 23 July the bishops in the picture above visited Marischal College. 
They are (from left to right): 
 

 Rt Revd Laura Ahrens, Suffragen Bishop, Connecticut 

Rt Revd Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia 

 Rt Revd Craig Loya, Bishop of Minnesota 

 Rt Revd Glenda Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

 Rt Revd Deon Johnson, Bishop of Missouri 

 



On the morning of Sunday 24 July, all of the bishops were ministering in parishes in the 
diocese. 
 
The pictures below were taken in Ellon, St Johns, Aberdeen, and Banchory. 
 

  
 

 
 



On the evening of Sunday 24 July there was a service of Evensong to pray for the 
Lambeth Conference. The bishop’s sermon from this service was Blog 2 in this series. 
 
The clerical party for the service is shown below. Bishop Frank was not able to robe or 
process as an item of his luggage had been lost on the way to Scotland. This bag contained 
his episcopal robes. We were pleased to welcome the Primus, the Most Revd Mark 
Strange, to this service. 
 

 
 
 

The journey to Canterbury. 
 
After this service our minds turned towards the trip to Canterbury. Our peace had been 
disturbed by material that we had received from Lambeth the previous week. We had been 
encouraged to expect a relaxed conference, focussing on relationships. We had no 
expectation of voting on statements or positions (what were once called ‘resolutions’).  
 
The news of change of process and content to the Conference has dismayed many across 
the Anglican World. And as we set off from Aberdeen there was considerable upset and 
anger being expressed. However, in our conversations we were determined to attend and 
be as fully present to others as we were able to be.  
 



 
 
We set off early on Tuesday 26 July by plane from Aberdeen to Heathrow, being met at 
the airport by a priest helper, Debs, who showed us to our coach to Canterbury. 
 
On the coach as well as bishops from Scotland and the USA there were bishops from 
Canada and Pakistan. There was considerable pleasure in meeting, and we chatted non-
stop through the journey.  
 
The conference is based at the University of Kent. The whole experience of arrival and 
registration had a strange sense of déjà vu, it was so reminiscent of the first days of college 
or university when we were 18 years old. We had the same anxieties – could we find our 
accommodation? Who would we be sharing our apartments with? Would we get on? 
Student rooms are spartan but we will get used to them, because the focus of our attention 
will be elsewhere. 
 



Walking through the campus, bishops were waiving to each other, smiling, and saying 
‘hello’. The first two bishops who stopped to speak to me were both from Southern Sudan. 
(There are 61 bishops here from South Sudan.) 
 
Bishop Gabriel of the Diocese of Akot shock my hand warmly. We were sister and brother 
shaking hands. The greeting in the name of the Lord was deep and sincere. I asked after 
his diocese and Bishop Gabriel smiled – Jesus was with them, ever present. But they knew 
hardship and war. There is an internal displacement of people, so many refugees. It will be 
humbling to pray along side Bishop Gabriel this week. 
 
The second Bishop from South Sudan was from the Diocese of Liwolo. Bishop Francis 
and his wife Junia (like the apostle!) share our apartment. Francis has recently been made 
a bishop. He is full of life and energy. 
 

 
 

For your prayers: 
 

Pray for the Dioceses of South Sudan, where they are riven by war, and so many know 
uncertainty in their daily lives.  

Pray that the presence of the Lord Jesus would encourage them, and strengthen them 
through difficult times. 


