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From the Bishop  
 

Bishop Dorsey McConnell authorised 
as Assisting Bishop in the Diocese 

 

 

 
On Sunday 1 May I authorised Bishop 
Dorsey McConnell as Assisting Bishop 
in the diocese during a service of Holy 
Communion at St Mary’s Stromness, 
Orkney. 
 
Bishop Dorsey and his wife Betsy are 
visiting the diocese for six months, 
and will be resident through most of 
this time in Orkney, dividing their 
time between Stromness and 
Kirkwall. 
 
+Dorsey retired as the Bishop of 
Pittsburgh last summer. He and I have 
been discussing the possibility of a 
visit for a few years now, and finally 
the possibility has become a reality. 
 
We hope to welcome +Dorsey on a 
couple of visits to the Scottish 
mainland during his stay.  

 
+Dorsey will be leading SEC services at St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall on Thursday evenings at 6.30pm. 
In addition, he looks forward to preaching in our churches on the islands. 
 

Bishop Anne 
 
 



And a letter from Bishop Dorsey and Betsy McConnell to the Diocese: 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 
 

Betsy and I are eagerly looking forward to being with you in ministry from May to October.  We have 
known some of you, and have been praying for all of you, since our first visit to Orkney in the summer of 
2017, and we have joined your bishop in that prayer from the first days of her tenure.   
 

We are humbled and honored by Bishop Anne’s invitation to us to come and be among you for a season.  
The three of us have been discerning the possibility of this call since 2018, and we believe the way it has 
developed is truly “of the Lord.”  We will be based in Orkney, sometimes in Kirkwall and at others in 
Stromness, helping to encourage “pioneer ministry” there and in Shetland, and will be available to your 
bishop to assist her in any other way she may choose, as together you follow Christ to build the future of 
your diocese.    
 

As you may know, nearly all American Episcopal bishops are “children of Aberdeen,” tracing our historic 
succession to the hands of Scottish bishops in 1789, and both Betsy and I have ancestry from your part of 
the world.  With this in mind, with the friends we have already made, and the many more we hope to 
make, our journey feels like a sort of homecoming.  At the same time, we know that we are visitors.  We 
have as much to learn as we do to teach.  We will rely very much on your counsel as well as your 
companionship. 
 

Finally, we are thrilled to have arrived.  At least three parishes in the States—and several bishops—have 
committed to pray for the Diocese throughout our time with you.  We don’t really know exactly how the 
road ahead will unfold.  We do know that, as we walk it in faith, our Lord will multiply His blessings upon 
us all, to bless the world He loves and for which He died.  It will be a great adventure, and we rejoice to 
be a part of it with you. 
 

Faithfully in Christ,  
 

+Dorsey McConnell     
 

 

Bishop Dorsey, Betsy McConnell, and Pirjo and Stuart Little,  

at the start of one of the legs of the St Magnus Way on Tuesday 4 May 



Revd Jean Margaret Souter 
1 May 1953 – 20 April 2022 

 

Jean was born Jean Margaret House in Montrose and baptised in St Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in the town. When Jean was five, she along with her sister and family moved to 
Aberdeen, living in Mannofield and attending St James’ at Holburn Junction and going to 
Ruthrieston Secondary School. Jean was a loving mother to Claire and Stuart, beloved 
Granny and auntie, Jean’s soul mate was David, her husband. 
 

Jean and Dave moved to Tarland where Jean started exploring her faith anew at St 
Moluag’s Parish Church, Tarland and she attended St Thomas’ in Aboyne and later on 
Christ Church in Kincardine-o-Neil. Jean had felt a call to ordination in her late thirties but 
had not pursued it at the time due to her husband’s ill-health. Jean by her own admission 
had not got on with school the first time around but through her working life had 
acquired qualifications with Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development and ran 
her own business as a complementary therapist for twenty years and during this time her 
call and faith became stronger. Jean then studied at the University of Aberdeen receiving 
a Bachelors in Divinity with Honours in 2016 followed by an MTh in Ministry Studies in 
2018. Jean started training with the Scottish Episcopal Institute in 2017 and her second-
year placement was at St Andrew’s, King Street. Jean was ordained to the Vocational 
Diaconate in September 2017 and first assigned to St James, Aberdeen – the church of her 
youth. Later Jean was licensed at St Thomas’ Aboyne 
 

Jean was diagnosed with cancer in January 2019 followed swiftly by a major operation, 
from which she recovered to be ordained at Michaelmas 2019. The past three years had 
been marked with treatment and operations which she faced with courage and dignity. 
Jean died at home, in Tarland on 20 April 2022. The funeral – a celebration of her life with 
Eucharist was held at St Moluag’s, Cromar Parish Church, Tarland followed by the 
committal at Baldarroch Crematorium, both services having been planned by Jean. The 
services were led by Revd Canon Vittoria Hancock, Revd Dr Isaac Poobalan and Revd 
Frank Ribbons (the minister of Aboyne-Dinnet linked with Cromar Parish Churches). 
 

  
Jean with her husband Dave at her MTh in Ministry graduation in November 2018, University of 

Aberdeen; Jean on the day of her ordination to the Diaconate, September 2019.  



Revd Suzanne Brumwell appointed to Donside Churches 
 

The Revd Suzanne Brumwell has accepted the call to come to 
Aberdeenshire as our new Rector. Suzanne is currently the 
Team Vicar responsible for a group of three churches within 
the Pedair Afon Ministry Area in the Diocese of Llandaff.  
Bishop Anne “Suzanne has a passion for mission, especially the 
inclusion of children. She is a prayerful, community minded 
priest, with experience in churches of different traditions.” 
Suzanne trained at St Michael’s College in Llandaff, Cardiff and 
ordained in the Church in Wales. 

 
Suzanne will come to the Donside Churches (Auchindoir, Inverurie, Kemnay, Whiterashes) 
with a track record of pastoral work with people of all ages and of involvement in mission. 
Suzanne will be moving to Donside with her husband Phil later this year. Revd Canon John 
Walker retired as Rector of the charges in Autumn 2021. 
 

 

Revd Dr Isaac Poobalan – Platinum Jubilee Walk 
Walk 22: a walk for Peace, Healing and Revivial  

 

 
 

Fr Isaac set off on his Jubliee Walk on Easter Sunday, hoping to reach Londao on the 
Jubilee weekend 
 
You can follow his progress on the St Andrew’s Website and Facebook page. 
 

  



Holy Week and Easter – The Bishop’s Photo Diary 
 

 

Holy Week in Shetland began 
on a very cold day. We 
wrapped up warm for Palm 
Sunday walk around the 
headland above Lerwick. 
 
Revd Fran Henderson and I 
walked at the head of the 
procession carrying palms 
and crosses. 
 
The procession was led by 
miniature Shetland ponies. 

 

  
 
 
Eye catching dress for the Palm Sunday walk from 
Canon Neil Brice, Rector of St Magnus, Lerwick. 
 
Neil and Fran lead worship and prayers at points on 
the walk.  
 
The service that followed the procession took place 
in St Columba’s, Church of Scotland – just along the 
road from St Magnus.  
 
The hospitality at both service and refreshments 
afterwards was very warm indeed. 
 

 



 

 

On Holy Tuesday I 
visited Mother Mary 
Agnes at SOLI, on Unst. 
 
We were able to have a 
quiet lunch together 
followed by a time of 
reflection and 
discussion. 
 
Later we were joined by 
family and friends for a 
time of prayer in the 
chapel. 
 
 

 
 
After Unst, we caught the 
ferry to Fetlar to stay with 
Revd Graham Booth. 
 
Roger and I greatly 
appreciated the quiet and 
peace of the retreat house. 
 
We also made a visit to the 
kirk building next door, 
recently purchased for use by 
the community on Fetlar. 

 
 

Here are the polycrubs that form the 
community garden on Fetlar. 
 
Graham is a part of the team that have 
worked to establish this garden, which 
will be planted for the first time this 
summer. 
 
The Diocese, through the Lent Appeal 
2021, made a small contribution to the 
cost of this garden.   

 
 



 
 
Maundy Thursday had been set aside 
for pastoral visits to those at home, or 
in care homes, in Fraserburgh. 
 
I was very grateful to those who made 
me so welcome on this day. 
 
No pictures of people, but instead the 
large vessels in the harbour! 
 
We continue to pray for a priest to fill 
the vacancy at Fraserburgh. 

 

 

 

Here is the team that led 
the Dawn Service at St 
Mary’s on Easter Sunday. 
 
We began in the dark, with 
the Easter fire in the 
churchyard. 
 
Later in the morning we 
were spread across several 
churches – in Aberdeen, 
Ellon, and Kincardine O’Neil. 

 
  

From the Bishop’s Diary – for your prayers  
Wednesday 11 May, 7pmn –Bishop’s Reflection Group, Scottish Episcopal Institute 
Saturday 14 May, 11am, - Service of thanksgiving for the reordering of the church:  
                                          St James the Less, Aberdeen 
Sunday 15 May, 11.15am – St Thomas, Aboyne 
Monday 16 May, 7pm, - Is this a time for war? Discussion event, St Mary’s pro-cathedral, Aberdeen 
Friday 20 May, 11am, - Diocesan Finance and Property Board 
Sunday 22 May, 11am, - St Peter’s, Peterhead (including confirmations) 
Wednesday 25 May, am – Beulah Café, St Andrew’s, Banff 
Thursday 26, 11am, - St John’s, Aberdeen – Ascension Day Communion 
Sunday 5 June, 2pm, - St Machar’s Bucksburn 
                         6pm, - Haddo House Chapel, Evensong (Queen’s Jubilee Weekend) 
Thursday 9 – Saturday 10 June – General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church, Edinburgh 

 



 

 
 

Thy Kingdom Come 2022 
26th May  - 5th June 2022  

 
Thy Kingdom Come is a global, ecumenical initiative which calls all Christians to pray between Ascension 
and Pentecost for more people to come to know the love and peace of Jesus Christ. It began in 2016 and 
now encompasses over 85 countries and 50 denominations. Resources are available for individuals, 
families, youth and churches at https://www.thykingdomcome.global/. Resources are available in 
Scottish Gaelic as well as English and other languages. Some ideas are listed below and you’re invited to 
join in. 
 
Ideas for Churches 

• Have a special prayer event in the 11 days for example 24/7 prayer or prayer stations in the 
church (resources are available), prayer walking in your local community 

• Commit as a church to praying together at a certain time each day, for example the Lord’s Prayer 
at Midday 

 
Ideas for individuals and families 

• Prayerfully choose five people to pray for during the 11 days, that they would know the love of 
God for themselves.  

• Commit to pray regularly during the 11 days. Maybe develop some ‘holy habits’ and prompts - 
from dedicated quiet time to praying whilst brushing your teeth / on the bus / 30 mins silence / 
prays at Noon.  

• Use the free resources from which include Prayer Journals or a Novena boolet or Cheeky Pandas 
children’s activities or download the TKC app with reflections and prayers to use each day 

 

  



 

  
    



  
  

A reminder of the gatherings announced in previous Newsletters. 
After the much-appreciated events last summer we offer another three times to meet 
friends old and new from across the diocese through the coming months.  
  
25th June - Cruden Bay.   
1.30pm walk from the Car Park to walk to New Slains Castle,  
3.30pm Worship at St James’ Cruden Bay (Evening Prayer) 
 
 
 
16th July - Old Aberdeen.  
1.30pm Meet at St Machar’s Cathedral South Door for a short 
guided tour, walk to King’s College Chapel via Botanic Gardens 
and Old Town House. 
2.30pm King’s College Chapel open for visits, guided tour and 
organ recital 
3.45pm Evening Prayer at King’s College Chapel 
 
  
 
August or September - Royal Deeside  
Date & Venue to be confirmed 
 

 



The Lambeth Conference is this summer 
Please be praying now for this gathering of the Anglican Communion 

 
 

 Provincial Services    
Service links are available from the Scottish Episcopal Church 

website, and on the Provincial Facebook page   
 Sunday at 11am  Services from the Dioceses  

‘Children’s Chapel’ is back on the first Sunday of every month.  
------------------------------------------------------  

Other services   
Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the 
diocese and province are available from the churches’ websites and 

facebook pages.   
  

  
This newsletter comes as a PDF, and an on-line copy can be read on the 

Diocesan website.  


