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The adoration of the Magi and angels by Lucina Smith Wakefield (Woodcut, ca 1945, Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum) 

 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage.” 
 
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
  



 

To ponder 
Today our Gospel is Matthew’s narrative of the visit of the Magi (or the wise men or the Kings) to Jesus. They 
travelled from afar following the star and it’s light to find the infant Jesus – God With Us – Immanuel, the light 
of the world. Today you’re invited to reflect back on this past Advent and Christmastide, how have you seen 
God’s light in the world, as we look ahead to Epiphanytide and beyond how will you seek to follow this light in 
your life? 
 
Collect for Epiphany 
Eternal God, who by a star led wise men to the worship of your Son,  guide by your light the nations of the earth, that the 
whole world may know your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Poem for Epiphany by Kare Compston (from Bread of Tomorrow: Prayers for the Church Year) 
O God, 
who am I now? 
Once, I was secure 
 

in familiar territory 
in my sense of belonging 
 

unquestioning of  
 

the norms of my culture 
the assumptions built into my language 
the values shared by my society. 
 

But now you have called me out and away from home 
and I do not know where you are leading. 
I am empty, unsure, uncomfortable. 
I have only a beckoning star to follow. 
 

Journeying God, 
pitch your tent with mine 
so that I may not become deterred 
by hardship, strangeness, doubt. 
Show me the movement I must make 
 

toward a wealth not dependent on possessions 
toward a wisdom not based on books 
toward a strength not bolstered by might 
toward a God not confined to heaven 
 

but scandalously earthed, poor, unrecognized… 
 

Help me find myself 
as I walk in others’ shoes. 
 
To listen 
Phos Hilaron (Hail Gladdening Light) by the David Crowder Band 
https://open.spotify.com/track/4Hp92sgUD0MehCQdDYUpdS?si=259a31be01d94b20  
 

The Adoration of the Magi, from “Three Botticelli Pictures” (performed by the Boston Pops Orchestra) 
https://youtu.be/S_zUncy2VpI  


