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Light and Shadow by Emile Auguste Carolus-Duran from the Smithsonian American Art Museum and its Renwick Gallery 

 
 
Psalm 126 (from the Emergent Psalter by Isaac Everrett) 
1 When God restored the fortunes of Zion,  

then were we like those who dream.  
2         our mouths filled with laughter,  

and our tongues with shouts of joy.  
Then they said among the nations,  
“God has done great things for them.”  

3  God has done great things for us,  
and we are glad indeed. 

4  Restore our fortunes, O God,  
like the watercourses of the Negeb.  

5  Those who sowed with tears  
will reap with songs of joy.  

6  Those who go out weeping,  
carrying the seed,  
will come again with joy,  
shouldering their sheaves.  



 

O ORIENS 
O Dayspring, Radiance of the Light eternal and Sun of Justice; come and enlighten those 
who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
To ponder 
Today is the longest night of the year and also the day we remember St Thomas. Thomas, the 
twin, the one who need to see, touch the resurrected Jesus in order to believe This is the night 
of the year where sometimes it can be hardest to trust and believe that the sun will rise in the 
morning, that light will break through.  
 
The O Oriens antiphon speaks of the Light of God, an eternal light that cannot be 
extinguished and is present at all times. This includes at those times when we doubt, feel as if 
we are in the darkness and in shadows of death and those things that can make it hard for us 
to see God at work in the world and our lives. 
 
There's a certain Slant of light, (320) by Emily Dickinson 
There's a certain Slant of light, 
Winter Afternoons – 
That oppresses, like the Heft 
Of Cathedral Tunes – 
 
Heavenly Hurt, it gives us – 
We can find no scar, 
But internal difference – 
Where the Meanings, are – 
 
None may teach it – Any – 
'Tis the seal Despair – 
An imperial affliction 
Sent us of the Air – 
 
When it comes, the Landscape listens – 
Shadows – hold their breath – 
When it goes, 'tis like the Distance 
On the look of Death – 

 
From The Poems of Emily Dickinson Edited by R. W. Franklin (Harvard University Press, 1999) 

 
To listen to 
O Dayspring by Richard Allain (performed bu Siglo de Oro) https://youtu.be/oudlpvseRQE   
 
Dark Night by Ola Gjeilo (performed by Tenebrae) 
https://open.spotify.com/track/3J9scEZkqkoEIz4550kTm1?si=e97060d4cb384915  


