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The Annunciation by Botticelli (Alessandro di Mariano Filipepi) from the Metropolitan Art Museum, New York. 

 
Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is 
with you.’* 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour 
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?’* 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  



 

O CLAVIS DAVID 
O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel, 
controlling at your will the gate of heaven: 
Come, break down the prison walls of death 
for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death; 
and lead your captive people into freedom. 
 
To ponder 
Today’s Gospel reading is the Annunciation – the Angel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she 
will give birth to Jesus, God with Us, Emmanuel. Mary has a conversation with the Angel 
Gabriel, asking questions, about how can this be and she says yes – her ‘Fiat’ and let it be so. 
 
When do we say yes to God? When we asked to do things that might be hard and 
complicated? What can we learn from Mary’s yes today? 
 
Annunciation by John Donne 
Salvation to all that will is nigh; 
That All, which always is all everywhere, 
Which cannot sin, and yet all sins must bear, 
Which cannot die, yet cannot choose but die, 
Lo! faithful Virgin, yields Himself to lie 
In prison, in thy womb; and though He there 
Can take no sin, nor thou give, yet He’ll wear, 
Taken from thence, flesh, which death’s force may try. 
Ere by the spheres time was created thou 
Wast in His mind, who is thy Son, and Brother; 
Whom thou conceivest, conceived; yea, thou art now 
Thy Maker’s maker, and thy Father’s mother, 
Thou hast light in dark, and shutt’st in little room 
Immensity, cloister’d in thy dear womb. 
 
To listen to 
O Clavis David by Marc Charpentier (performed by the Choir of Queens’ College Choir 
Cambridge) 
https://open.spotify.com/track/7KVpEsZuKOAsdinjxJQeJx?si=fb4e614fa8234716 
 
Gabriel’s Message by Traditional/Jim Clements (performed by Voces8) 
https://youtu.be/0v3_VJ6bSOQ 
 


