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St Stephen  -  Martyr 
 

 
 
“When Stephen, full of power and grace, went forth throughout the land, he bore no shield before his face, no 
weapon in his hand; but only in his heart a flame and on his lips a sword wherewith he smote and overcame the 
foemen of the Lord”          (Jan Struther 1901 – 1953) 
 
Matthew 23.37-39 
“Jesus said:   Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! You kill the prophets and stone the messengers God has sent you ! How 
many times I wanted to put my arms around all your people,………but you would not let me ! ……. From now 
on, I tell you, you will never see me again until you say, ‘God bless him who comes in the Name of the Lord.’” 
 
To ponder 
It has always seemed to me that this festival of the first Christian martyr comes immediately after the celebration 
of the Incarnation for a very good reason. Even as we rejoice at the presence of God amongst us and the 
promise of His Second Coming we are reminded in a very dramatic way that the Way of discipleship with Jesus 
is, from the beginning, a lifestyle of personal sacrifice. The gospel, taken seriously, frequently runs contrary to the 
normal pattern of human values and therefore places us who proclaim it at odds with the world around us. 
Expect to be at least unpopular at most persecuted ! 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of the first martyr Stephen, who looked up to heaven and prayed for his 
persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, who stands at your right hand; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen 


