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Luke 2:41-52
41
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he
was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know
it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started
to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished;
and his mother said to him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I
have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ 49 He said to them, ‘Why were you searching for
me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ 50 But they did not understand
what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient
to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
52
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.

To ponder
Our gospel reading for today takes us from the birth of the infant Jesus to a twelve year old
Jesus at the temple. In the space of 24 hours we’ve gone from pondering the birth of an infant
to Jesus at the end of childhood. However, Jesus stayed at the temple doing the thing that
nourished his spirituality, connecting with God the Son connecting with God the Father
through discussion, debate and being in a particular place where there was a clear sense of the
Creator.
The image for today is a detail from the sculpture Heaven holds a sense of wonder by Famke van
Wijk, it shows a group of angels gathering in prayer around a halo and them trying to get in
contact with the heavens.
What are the things that allow you to connect to God?
You may have had a very busy few days, or plans changing rapidly so not what you imagined
you’d be. The invitation for today is to spend some time doing the things that connect you to
God – our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. It might be listening to a particular piece of music,
reading a favourite Bible passage, doing a creative activity, or just sitting dwelling in the presence
of God.
Collect for the First Sunday after Christmas
Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your incarnate Word. May this light,
enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
To listen
An Earthly Blessing by Will Todd (performed by Wellensian Consort & Will Todd Ensemble)
https://open.spotify.com/track/4IWtzlViT870qxN75SDuXA?si=71def5a2af8d4a13
O Nata Lux by Thomas Tallis (performed by Voces8) https://youtu.be/6BaPZzDQl60

