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Hearing the cry of the thirsty 
 

 

From the Old Testament reading set for 
today: 
 
When the poor and needy seek water, 
   and there is none, 
   and their tongue is parched with thirst, 
I the Lord will answer them, 
   I the God of Israel will not forsake them.  
I will open rivers on the bare heights, 
   and fountains in the midst of the valleys; 
I will make the wilderness a pool of water, 
   and the dry land springs of water.  
I will put in the wilderness the cedar, 
   the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive; 
I will set in the desert the cypress, 
   the plane and the pine together,  
so that all may see and know, 
   all may consider and understand, 
that the hand of the Lord has done this, 
   the Holy One of Israel has created it.  
 

Isaiah 41:17-20 
 
An abiding image in Scripture is God providing water. The water can be real – thirst 
quenching, and metaphorical – the living water that wells up inside us because of the Spirit.  
 
In Advent we can pay attention to real water – making a gift (alms) to a charity that supplies 
water to the poor. We can also pay attention to spiritual thirst.  

 
 
Alms giving 
 
A charity that works to provide clean water for the poorest is Wateraid. 
 

www.wateraid.org 



 

A poem for today: 
 
Another morning and I wake with thirst 
for the goodness I do not have. I walk 
out to the pond and all the way God has 
given us such beautiful lessons. Oh Lord, 
I was never a quick scholar but sulked 
and hunched over my books past the hour 
and the bell; grant me, in your mercy, 
a little more time. Love for the earth 
and love for you are having such a long 
conversation in my heart. Who knows what 
will finally happen or where I will be sent, 
yet already I have given a great many things 
away, expecting to be told to pack nothing, 
except the prayers which, with this thirst, 
I am slowly learning. 

Mary Oliver, Thirst 
 
Think about: 
 
It is the Spirit of God that revives us, and quenches spiritual thirst.  
Advent is a good time to consider how thirsty we are, in this time of fasting, often disturbed by 
early Christmas food and parties. 
 
Listen to: 
 
Veni Sancte Spiritus 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us-v4slsUX4 
 


