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Image of Storm Arwen, November 2021 

 
Last week storm Arwen passed through the east of the United Kingdom, leaving a trail of 
damage behind. Trees were felled, homes lost power, travel was disrupted. Much of the worst of 
the damage was experienced in Aberdeenshire. 
The reading today is concerned with storms, and the damage they do to buildings and cities. 
These storms stand as a metaphor for the judgement of God. 
 
From the Gospel reading for today: 
‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven. 
Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house 
on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, 
and it fell—and great was its fall!’  

Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

 



 

To wonder 
 
Have there been ‘storms’ in your life recently? These might have taken the form of pressure 
or changes at work, trouble in personal relationships, or the challenge of illness or 
bereavement. Maybe someone close to you is caught in a storm of life right now. We know 
we are in a storm when pressures keep coming at us relentlessly. Circumstances can ‘roar’ 
around us, and we do not know peace.  
 
Today’s gospel reminds us that those who endure are those who have built good foundations 
to the building of their life in the peaceful times. The passage says that good foundations 
come when the words of Jesus form the basis of life, when the teaching of Jesus is followed 
day by day.  
 
To pray 
 
Pray that the foundations of your life, and the lives of those that God brings to your mind 
this day, will be good – firmly built upon a rock and so able to weather the storms of life. 
 
To listen to 
 
Here is a piece of music about a storm, by Vivaldi. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlqI_lAkIfM 
 
 

For your word which endures 
We give you thanks 
For your promises to which we hold 
We give you thanks 
For such intimacy with you 
We give you thanks 
For family, friend and stranger 
We give you thanks 
For those who minister your grace 
We give you thanks 
For the hope that lives each Advent 
of a love that has no end 
We give you thanks, Amen 

 


