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Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney Climate Change Group 
from Dr Martin Auld, Convenor- A&O Climate Change Group 

 
The COP26 Glasgow Climate Pact makes it clear that all countries now understand we are 
a journey away from fossil fuels towards a much greater energy input from renewable 
sources. What is also clear is that while leaders of countries can sign up to general 
principles it is down to all of us to contribute to the necessary changes in the way we use 
energy and materials. Remember, it was the years of small steps we made in the use of 
energy and materials that has brought us to the current position with respect to climate 
change. We all now need to make many small positive changes to ensure we reach 
carbon net zero, as a church, by 2030. 
 
I agreed to convene the Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney Climate Change Group because 
I believe there are so many straightforward actions we can take that will benefit not just 
us as individuals, but also the church as a body and the natural world which is so 
important to us and for us. 
 

  
Martin on Unst (left) and considering the impact of goose 

grazing on sphagnum in Orkney (right). 
 

  



  

 
 

Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney Climate Change Group 
 
As part of the Diocese’s efforts towards the Scottish Episcopal Church being Carbon 
Neutral by 2030 a Climate Change group is being set up.  
 
The group will support local charges acting as a resource, encourage ecumenical working, 
implement actions to reduce carbon emissions for Diocesan level activities, monitor 
progress and ensure two-way communication across the Diocese on climate change 
activities. The group will be convened by Dr Martin Auld.  
 
Expressions of interest of people prepared to serve of this group are being invited, get in 
touch with the Diocesan Office (office@aberdeen.anglican.org) and consider encouraging 
those who you think might be good on a group like this to put their names forward. 
 
 

The Scottish Episcopal Church at COP26 
 
News items about the Scottish Episcopal Church at COP26 – at marches, at services, at the 
conference itself can be found at https://www.scotland.anglican.org/news-and-
issues/cop26/cop26-news-from-the-scottish-episcopal-church/.  
 

During the Conference Compline was said each night 8pm led by members of the SEC across 
the Province. On Friday 5th November Compline was led by Revd Dr Jenny Holden, Assistant 
Curate at St John’s in Aberdeen with Godwin Chimara, a Diocesan Ordinand currently on 
placement at St John’s. On some occasions Compline came from the Blue Zone at the SECC 
where the official COP26 events were being held. The services can be found on the SEC’s 
Facebook and YouTube services  
.  

 

 
 

Members of the SEC marched with the faith and Beliefs Bloc for Climate Justice at 
the  Global Day of Action for Climate Justice March in Glasgow, Saturday 6th November.  



  

Margaret Murray (c1927 – d. 29 October 2021) 
 

Margaret spent her early years in Windsor, and one of her memories was of standing with her 
fellow Brownies and Guides on street corners as the Royal family drove slowly past. She 
remained connected to the Guide movement all her life. 
 
She was a remarkable woman, always cheerful and caring for others. I first met her nearly fifty 
years ago at Saint James’s, Holborn Junction, in Aberdeen, where she was a highly regarded 
Lay Reader.  I think we met at a Mother’s’ Union meeting, Margaret was a fine member of the 
MU and was at various times it’s Diocesan Secretary and then President. Both offices meant 
that she was a member of the Union’s Worldwide Council, which involved many visits to 
London. 
 
At this time Margaret worked in the Aberdeen offices of the British Nursing Agency and lived 
with her husband Davie and children Fiona and Derek in the west end of Aberdeen. But, after 
her retirement, and with both children away from home, Davie and Margaret moved to Ellon. 
Davie had grown up  in the country, a few miles north of the town, and wanted to “return 
home”.  It was my pleasure to welcome Margaret to the congregation of Saint Mary on the 
Rock, both as a Lay Reader and as a member of Ellon and Cruden Bay’s thriving Mothers 
Union branch, and she made a big impact on us. She was a delightful person and soon had a 
great many close friends within the congregation and far beyond it in Ellon too. 
 
 Davie died not too long after their coming to Ellon, and I conducted his funeral and burial, as he 
had wished, at the Constitution Street Cemetery in Peterhead, where Margaret will also be laid 
to rest. 
 
In more happy days I was able to marry both Fiona and Derek in Saint Mary’s and it was a 
delight to see Margaret’s happiness at both marriages and at the birth of all her 
grandchildren.  She was able to visit Fiona and her family in California and also to welcome 
them to her home. Fiona came to Ellon to be with her mother during the last few weeks of her 
life, but had to return to the United States before her mother died. 
 
Derek and his family lived nearer in Aberdeen and were frequent visitors to Margaret, and 
Derek was a considerable help to her, especially in managing everything in the lead up to 
Margaret’s eventual move into Ythanvale Care Home. It was sad that that Margaret was too ill 
to enjoy the facilities of this excellent place.  She was such an outgoing and friendly person that, 
at another time, she would have immensely enjoyed the company of the other residents and all 
the many activities on offer. 
 
Saint Mary’s has lost a wonderful member, preacher and pastor, but now may she enter into the 
joys of Heaven, which she believed in all her days. 

Very Revd Gerald Stranraer-Mull 
 

  



  

 

 

 

2021 SEI Lifelong Learning Series over Advent 
‘Reading the Bible like an Episcopalian’ 

 
Mondays in Advent 7-8pm on Zoom 

Presenter: Revd Dr Michael Hull, SEI’s Director of Studies. 
 

 

 
Reading the Bible like an Episcopalian is a series of four talks in the Season of 
Advent to reflect upon ways in which Episcopalians understand Holy 
Scripture. 
 
Because we Episcopalians, like all Christians, read the Bible from our own 
perspective and within our own denomination, it is worth probing our own 
predilections. It is worth asking, in other words, what characterises an 
Episcopalian approach to the Bible over time, say, from the Reformation until 
today. 
 
The talks will address: 
(1) how we settled on the Bible as the last word at the Reformation; 
(2) how we pray with the Bible and why Books of Common Prayer came into use; 
(3) how the Enlightenment affects the way we read the Bible; and 
(4) how we read the Bible in a variety of ways in our own day. 
 
Time: 7pm to 8pm on the four Mondays in Advent via Zoom. 

1. Monday 29 November: The Bible’s authority: Who’s got the last word? 
2. Monday 06 December: Praying with the Bible: Why a Book of Common 

Prayer? 
3. Monday 13 December: The Bible in the Enlightenment: Who’s the light of 

the world? 
4. Monday 20 December: The Bible in the twenty-first century: How do we read 

it? 
 
Registration is free and open to all, and is at 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reading-the-bible-like-an-episcopalian-tickets-
175360797867   
 
 
 
 
 
  



  

 

 

Provincial Services   
 

Service links available from the Scottish Episcopal Church website, and on 
the Provincial Facebook page  

 
Sunday 21 November – Christ the King 

11am   A service from the Diocese of Edinburgh 
 

Sunday 28 November – Advent Sunday 
11am  A service from the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway 

 

Sunday 5 December – Second Sunday in Advent   
11am   A service from the Diocese of Argyll and the Isles 

 

Sunday 12 December – Third Sunday in Advent 
11am. A service from the Diocese of Moray, Ross and Caithness 

 

Sunday 19 December – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
11am. A service from the Diocese of Brechin 

 

‘Children’s Chapel’ is back on the first Sunday of every month. 
------------------------------------------------------ 

Other services  
Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the diocese 
and province are available from the churches’ websites and facebook pages.  

 

 
 
This newsletter comes as a PDF, and an on-line copy can be read on the 

Diocesan website. 


