
  

Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney 
Scottish Episcopal Church 

Newsletter – 13 October 2021 
 

 
COP26 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021  
 

COP26 the United Nations Climate Change Conference 2021 is taking place in Glasgow 
from the 31 October to 12 November. Some churches in the Diocese have already begun 
praying for the conference, for example designating a Sunday as Climate Sunday and we 
are asked to pray for participants and fringe events, including pilgrimages that are 
working their way to Glasgow. 
 

COP26 is the 26th UN Climate Change Conference and takes place in Glasgow under the 
UK’s presidency.  It was originally due to take place in late 2020, but was postponed to 
November 2021.  COP21, in Paris in 2015, was the first to reach landmark global 
agreements to combat climate change, the so-called “Paris Agreement”. Governments 
and negotiators from across the world will travel to the meeting to discuss how to keep 
temperature rises below dangerous levels and prevent the climate crisis from causing 
even worse catastrophes for the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people. 
 

All churches in the Diocese are asked to pray for COP26 on the Sunday before it begins: 
Sunday 24th October. A short prayer is suggested below, as are some resource links you 
may wish to explore for more information and suggestions. 
 
A Prayer for COP26 
 
            Creator God, giver of life,  
            you sustain the earth and direct the nations.  
            In this time of climate crisis,  
            grant us clarity to hear the groaning of creation and the cries of the poor. 

  Challenge us to change our lifestyles.  
            Guide our leaders to take courageous action.  
            Enable your church to be a beacon of hope.  
            And foster within us a renewed vision of your purposes for your world,  
            through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

   by and for whom all things were made. 
  Amen. 

 
Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell  



  

Resources 
 

• Climate Prayer Chain (and other resources) from Christian Aid 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/pray/prayer-chain 

• Pray for Climate Justice from 24-7 Prayer https://www.24-7prayer.com/great-
britain/19/pray-for-climate-justice-cop26 

• Praying for COP26 from Green Christian (ordinary Christians, extraordinary times) 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/pray-for-cop26/ 

• COP26 Glasgow Briefing for Churches from Eco-Congregation Scotland 
https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/cop26/ 

• UN Climate Change Conference  - COP26 from Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland https://ctbi.org.uk/un-climate-change-conference-cop26/  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney Climate Change Group 
 
As part of the Diocese’s efforts towards the Scottish Episcopal Church being 
Carbon Neutral by 2030 a Climate Change group is being set up.  
 
The group will support local charges acting as a resource, encourage 
ecumenical working, implement actions to reduce carbon emissions for 
Diocesan level activities, monitor progress and ensure two-way 
communication across the Diocese on climate change activities. The group will 
be convened by Dr Martin Auld.  
 
Expressions of interest of people prepared to serve of this group are being 
invited, get in touch with the Diocesan Office (office@aberdeen.anglican.org) 
and consider encouraging those who you think might be good on a group like 
this to put their names forward. 
 
 
 
  



  

Twenty six years on Donside 
By Rev’d Canon John Walker 

 

“What are you going to do in retirement?” is a question that has been put to me 
often recently.  Being a ‘day at a time’ some would say ‘last minute’ personality I 
haven’t given much thought to that.   Rising above the exceptional circumstances 
of the last eighteen months has taken much of the energy that might have been 
allocated there.  
What I have been able to do is to look back with thanksgiving (which is the heart 
of prayer) over our years of ministry in this beautiful part of God’s world. 
 
Born in Aberdeen and a graduate of the University, my roots lie in this area.  At the end of September 
we completed twenty six years in the Diocese serving the charges in the Donside Group.  We arrived 
here with two very young children, soon to be followed by a third, all of whom have left home.  Diversity 
is an over used word these days but an apt description of our four churches  would be ‘glorious 
diversity.’  Since moving north from Dundee we have lived beside St Mary’s in St Mary’s Place, Inverurie.  
Our family home has been a large Victorian Rectory one of our three historic buildings in a fast changing 
town.  Being next to the church and identifiable has brought a large number of folk to our door. 
Inverurie, a hub for five other towns in the Shire, has grown significantly in recent years.  Here we 
reordered the church and installed large screens which are used to provide the orders of service and 
songs.  We also extended the Church Hall to form a new Church Centre with a large meeting room, 
kitchen and toilets. This has greatly extended our capacity to serve the community and accommodate 
the growing life of the Church.  Over the years our pattern of worship has also changed culminating pre 
covid in a weekly all age eucharist co led by the clergy and all age teams drawn from the congregation.   
 

 
St Mary’s Inverurie and St Anne’s Kemnay 

 
Five miles north west in Kemnay is our St Anne’s on Kendal Road in the heart of the village.  Here we 
have replaced the black pews with comfortable upholstered chairs giving us a new flexibility in the use 
of our building.   In the Summer months our ‘Green Initiative’ has drawn many villagers into the church 
for the first time to gather for a cuppa and to exchange the produce of their gardens. Behind the church 
we have created a recreational garden area with benches. The church itself is filled with light in all 
weathers as there is just one stained glass window. Here we have held a number of recitals on the fine 
chamber organ, the best in our group. 
 
  



  

Six miles in the other direction is All Saints, Whiterashes.  Originally connected to the Straloch Estate it 
sits in a hamlet of 20 dwellings on the fast road between Aberdeen and Olmeldrum.  This fine small 
church houses ten windows and a reredos from the workshop of Ninian Comper.  Here we have also 
extended the building to provide a meeting room, kitchen and toilet.  This has led to the church meeting 
weekly on a Thursday as well as monthly on a Sunday.  More frequent meeting has brought with it 
closer community and more confident faith. 
 
Further out still, close to the village of Rhynie is another estate church formerly connected to 
Druminnor.  This is our other St Mary’s, ‘Auchindoir’, after the mediaeval parish name.  This monthly 
congregation has retained it’s Rectory built around the same time as the Church.  Here extended 
hospitality in homes after the monthly service has grown the congregation significantly in recent years. 
 

  
All Saints, Whiterashes and St Mary’s ‘Auchindoir’ 

 
The essential work of the church is to offer living worship, build Christian community, guard the flock 
and bear witness to the uniqueness of Christ and the goodness of God.  The good that we have done in 
our churches has been made possible through the application of the rich and varied gifts and ministries 
of all God’s people.  We have also benefitted from a strong ministry team of two clergy and three 
Readers.   
 
In my work for the Diocese as Mission Convenor for many years and as Synod Clerk to the Cathedral 
Chapter we have likewise worked together to deepen the spiritual lives of God’s people and create that 
confidence in the gospel which is essential to the undergirding of Christ centred mission. 
 
More than anything else I have been sustained in my ministry by the real presence of Jesus in the 
eucharist.  One of my daily prayers has been “unite me more closely with Christ through the mystery of 
the eucharist”.   As I expect with you, I have had this answered richly.   
 
As Fiona and I retire to Ellon we are looking forward to the next phase in ministry and mission which is a 
lifelong journey for us all.  What am I going to do in retirement?  Give more time to family and friends, 
offer hospitality, rest, read and, with the help of God, be open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit.  



  

Reflections on Scottish Episcopal Institute Orientation Week 2021 
 

As mentioned in the last edition of the Diocesan Newsletter the new Scottish Episcopal Institute (SEC) 
year began with an Orientation Residential in Perth. Here are reflections from the three ordinands from 
Aberdeen and Orkney 
 
Godwin Chimara 
Having completed one full year of training and formation at the Scottish Episcopal Institute (SEI) online, 
it was good to be at St Mary’s Monastery Kinnoull to meet and spend the week with people I have 
journeyed with this past year as well as those newly joining SEI. It was also good to ‘set myself apart’ 
from family and work fully devoted to God in worship and learning, in such a tranquil environment. 
 
Ahead of Creationtide, the highlight of the week for me was our outdoor church service held in the 
woods of Kinnoull hill; for in beholding creation we can learn about our gracious and loving God, in 
whom the whole of creation lives and moves and has its being. 
 
At the end of the week, I feel turbocharged with grace, gratitude, givenness, giftedness and grit for the 
fully packed year ahead. This is what the orientation week is all about. 
 

 
Aberdeen and Orkney ordinands from left: Ferdinand von Prondzynski, Godwin Chimara, Helen 

Randall 
 
Ferdinand von Prondzynski (reproduced from the SEI newsletter) 
‘For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.’ (Matthew 
18:20) 
 
Christianity is a corporate religion, which we experience both in our own prayerful relationship with God 
and with others in our community of faith. For 18 months we had to learn new ways of joining with each 
other in prayer and celebration, and helping each other to adopt unfamiliar online technology. 
 
 For those of us embarking upon, or continuing, our journey to licensing or ordination the past year was 
not what we might have expected, but the Scottish Episcopal Institute was quick to embrace online 
methods of formation and fellowship, so that when in June 2021 the whole group met for the first time 
over refreshments in Perth, none of us felt we were meeting strangers; we were a community that had 
already learned to work with each other, pray for each other and laugh with each other, even if it had all 
been on Zoom or the sometimes challenging Big Blue Button.  



  

And then, at the end of August 2021, the new SEI family assembled in Kinnoull, in real time, face to face. 
For those of us who were experiencing this for the first time, there was real joy in meeting Anne and SEI 
staff, and all those with whom we are sharing this journey – and also the very hospitable Redemptorist 
community. For many of us the major impressions during the week will have included not just the 
lectures, discussions and seminars, but also the stillness of the Oratory and Church and the worship 
shared there. There was also music – new and old – and no shortage of engagement with St Augustine, 
Thomas Aquinas and Karl Barth. 
 
There was lots of laughter too – when fleeing security officials at a shopping centre, some of us having 
implausibly been identified as potential terrorists; or when struggling to keep up with Dr Tiplady 
ascending Kinnoull Hill at an Olympic pace, before stopping at the top in awe of the view of God’s 
creation; or at the Friday evening ceilidh, where so much talent and humour was on show.  
 
But many of us will have felt above all that we had spent a week during which we could indeed feel the 
presence of our Lord in our midst. God is faithful and will accompany us on our journey, which we trust 
will bring us back again soon to Kinnoull.  
 
Helen Randall 
My first Orientation Week was enjoyable and exhausting at the same time. It provided me with new 
learning experiences and gifted me new friendships. I greatly valued being a member of the whole SEI 
community and our small worship group, with shared fellowship and prayer. 

The regular rhythm of communal prayer, led by clergy, tutors and students, surrounded and uplifted us. 
We worshipped together using different liturgies and styles in the Oratory, church, woodland and 
rooms. We had three optional music workshops, encompassing traditional and modern music. They 
were informative and spiritually uplifting, with our voices in harmony in praise and song. 

My theological understanding was further developed with the opening lectures on the introduction to 
Christian doctrine. Pre-reading helped but the lectures were both informative and challenging. 

I gained reflective learning throughout the Mission in Context sessions, helped by interactive lectures, 
group discussions, field work and presentations. 

I look forward to coming together with fellow students throughout the year, as supportive members of 
the SEI Community, during our ministerial training and formation. 

For more reflections and information on SEI Orientation Week 2021 see the SEI October Newsletter. 

 

2021 SEI Lecture: To Filioque or Not to Filioque: The Warrant of Holy Scripture 
Thursday 28th October 2021 at 17.00 

 

The 2021 SEI Lecture, the sixth in the annual series, will be given by the Revd Dr Michael Hull, SEI’s 
Director of Studies. It will be hosted by the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway and held in the University 
Chapel, Glasgow University (Gilmorehill Campus). Registration, whether for attendance in person or 
online via Zoom, is via this Eventbrite link. Registration will close at 9 pm on Monday, 25 October 2021. 
On this occasion, there will be no reception following the Lecture due to Covid restrictions. 
 
Register at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/to-filioque-or-not-to-filioque-the-warrant-of-holy-scripture-
tickets-169336888191  



  

Glen 21: Light & Dark, Online and In person 
 

Glen 21 this year explored themes of light and darkness in the Bible, from the first 
darkness before Creation to the people in the Bible who faced all kinds of 
challenges, sometimes in dark and lonely places. It took place online with offline 
activities with in-person regional gatherings, with a a grand reunion of delegates 
and leaders for a Covid-safe act of worship on Saturday 7 August in St Ninian's 
Cathedral, Perth. Glen is for people of High School age. 

 
A reflection from a participant from Aberdeen and Orkney: Elizabeth Mills is below. 
I was so happy that we could have Glen this year. Though nothing will beat the real thing, seeing all 
these wonderful people online and then, briefly, in person for local meet ups and the final church service 
was a true blessing. It was so nice being in each other’s company again and being able to take part in 
activities in person. Despite the majority of the provincial youth week being on zoom, the sense of 
community and belonging was unaltered as we enjoyed pizza making, movie night, rounders games and 
worship together. I am very grateful to all those who had any part in making this week possible. It has 
been, once again, a highlight of my year.  
 

The Glen in lockdown story has also been featured y in the Newsletter produced by the International 
Anglican Family Network., Anglican Communion Youth Network and International Anglican Women’s 
Network. The latest edition shares stories of challenge, creativity, resilience and hope during the 
pandemic from around the Anglican Communion. The latest edition’s front cover shows a scene from 
this year’s final worship of the Provincial Youth Week. It can be read here. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Rev’d Donald Strachan (1937 – 2021) 
 

Reverend Donald Strachan died on 3 July 2021. Revd Strachan was ordained deacon in 1962 and priest 
in 1963  and served his  curacy at St Mary’s in Aberdeen followed by posts a St Pauls and then St 
Andrew’s in the city. He then served in the Dioceses of Moray, Ross & Caithness and Glasgow and 
Galloway. More about Revd Strachan’s life can be found in the Press and Journal article entitled ‘Death 
of a train loving Aberdeen, Moray and Uist Priest’. 
 

 
The occasion of Rev’d Donald Strachan’s Golden Jubilee in 2013 

 (Image from All Saints, Jordanhill, Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway) 
Reverend Donald Strachan is between (then) Bishop Gregor Duncan and the retired Bishop of Moray, Rt 

Rev’d John Crook.  



  

 

 

Provincial Services   
 

Service links available from the Scottish Episcopal Church website, and on 
the Provincial Facebook page  

 
Sunday 17 October – 21st  after Pentecost 

11am   A service from the Diocese of Argyll and The Isles 
 

Sunday 24 October – 22nd  after Pentecost 
11am  A service from the Diocese of Moray, Ross & Caithness 

 

Sunday 31 October – 23rd after Pentecost 11am    
11am. A service from the Diocese of Brechin 

 

Sunday 7 November – 24th after Pentecost 11am    
11am. A service from the Diocese of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane 

 

Sunday 14 November – Remembrance Sunday 
11am. A service from the Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney 

 

‘Children’s Chapel’ is back on the first Sunday of every month. 
------------------------------------------------------ 

Other services  
Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the diocese 
and province are available from the churches’ websites and facebook pages.  

 

 
 
This newsletter comes as a PDF, and an on-line copy can be read on the 

Diocesan website. 


