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Filled with the Prospect of New Life 

by the Dean 
 

Holding a Northlink Ferries guide in my hand, I set forth on a 
visitation to Scotland’s northerly islands of Orkney and 
Shetland.  Our diocese often is described as being spread 
throughout a city, shire and isles, and my nautical journey on 
the North Sea took me to places which showed me how 
incredibly diverse we are in this diocese.  After many months of 
Coronavirus restrictions it was wonderful finally being able to 
venture further afield and to meet those who live on these 
unique island communities. 

 
Just as a voyage on a ferry is not always smooth sailing upon calm seas, so too the 
journey through the Coronavirus pandemic has been rather tumultuous for many people.  
As now we begin to emerge from most of the restrictions placed upon us in order to 
prevent the escalation of Covid-19 overwhelming our health system, it is not unusual to 
feel some anxiety as we begin moving forward into the uncertainty of the transitions that 
now face us.  Whilst visiting Orkney and Shetland I led sessions focusing upon the 
significant transitions that we already have begun to enter into, and I spent some time 
with the congregations in those islands thinking about the “Recovery and Renewal” which 
is the exciting prospect that we all should be anticipating right now even as we emerge 
into a world impacted severely by a global Coronavirus. 
 

 
Saint Mary’s Stromness and Saint Olaf’s Kirkwall 
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Covid-19 may seem to have pulled the rug out from beneath our feet and made us 
wobble. That pandemic experience which we commenced in March 2020 was disruptive, 
disturbing and unsettling.  Yet in all four of the charges in those northern islands it was a 
joy to hear how they found strength as part of the Body of Christ.  Lockdown resulted in 
the closure of church buildings and everyone was told to “stay at home,” but even that 
forced physical separation could not destroy the unity of the Body of Christ.  In a great 
variety of ways the members of those four congregations reached out to care for one 
another and also helped many others on the islands of Orkney and Shetland.   
 
Critics of Christianity initially may have thought that a crisis such as the Coronavirus 
pandemic might severely diminish or even defeat and destroy the Church.  However that 
bleak forecast definitely did not come to pass, and my visits with my sisters and brothers 
in Christ in those two groups of northerly islands quite clearly demonstrated how they 
have grown and matured throughout this past year and a half.  New activities, new gifts, 
and new life have developed from the midst of a traumatic pandemic, and it was very 
encouraging to see the health of the Body of Christ in those four charges.  
 

  
Saint Magnus, Lerwick and Saint Colman’s, Burravoe 

 

New beginnings are possible for each and every one of us, and I sincerely pray that from 
the ashes of Covid-19 many fresh green shoots of vibrant new growth will sprout forth 
and blossom abundantly throughout every area of the city, shire and islands of this 
Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney.  May we be open to discerning the new works that God 
is doing all around us, and let us support one another as we walk forwards into each of 
the challenges that lie ahead of us right now and in the future. 
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Picturing Prayer from Bishop Anne 
Below are the latest two instalments of Picturing Prayer by Bishop Anne, they’re available on the website 
every Monday.  

 
Afghan refugees  

 
 

This picture is a diptych. On the left are Afghani people – men, a woman and a child. They stand facing 
out of the picture, looking at us. Do we notice? Do we care? They are also moving (visually) from left to 
right, from the ‘steppes’ of Afghanistan to the cities of Pakistan. The hatched lines represent a border 
that they must cross. On the right a man raises his hands in resistance and rejection. The people wanting 
entry are not welcome. 
 

This illustration can sit in our minds along side the many visual images we have seen in the past week of 
Afghani people attempting to leave Kabul in great fear. We can ponder all that we have seen as we hear 
various governments discuss what level of commitment can be given to receiving refugees. 
The illustration here is by Zehra Newab. (She is a multidisciplinary artist from Karachi.) It working It 
depicts the reluctance/refusal of Pakistan to receive Afghani refugees. Many had crossed the border 
between the two countries, only to be re-patriated, often under the cover of darkness. Having become 
refugees once in order to find a place of safety, only to be returned, these same people are now on the 
move again. 
 

I was in Kabul when the tanks first rolled out on its rutted streets, a dead body in their path marking the 
demise of a fragile state. I was in Jamrud when they first came, carrying their wealth in woven 
woolen khurjeen balanced across pack animals, babies straddled across donkeys, women veiled, children 
bedraggled and barefoot. We – the citizens of a state which collaborated with the Central Intelligence 
Agency to destroy their country – enjoyed the ethnic jewelry and antique fabrics which were sold across 
the country in expensive boutiques — the last bits of an old life sold off to finance another life in the 
misery of refugee camps huddled amidst dust and despair. Feryal Ali Gauhar, 2016 – describing Afghani 
refugees arriving in Pakistan, many of whom were re-patriated. 
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God defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, 
giving them food and clothing. And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were 
foreigners in Egypt.        Deuteronomy 10:18-19 
 
Merciful God, we pray to you for all the men, women and children who have died after leaving their 
homelands in search of a better life. 
Though many of their graves bear no name, to you each one is known, loved and cherished. 
May we never forget them, but honour their sacrifice with deeds more than words. We entrust to you all 
those who have made this journey, enduring fear, uncertainty and humiliation, in order to reach a place 
of safety and hope. 
Just as you never abandoned your Son as he was brought to a safe place by Mary and Joseph, so now be 
close to these, your sons and daughters, through our tenderness and protection. 
In caring for them may we seek a world where none are forced to leave their home and where all can live 
in freedom, dignity and peace. 
Merciful God and Father of all, wake us from the slumber of indifference, open our eyes to their 
suffering, and free us from the insensitivity born of worldly comfort and self-centredness. 
Inspire us, as nations, communities and individuals, to see that those who come to our shores are our 
brothers and sisters. 
May we share with them the blessings we have received from your hand, and recognize that together, as 
one human family, we are all migrants, journeying in hope to you, our true home, where every tear will 
be wiped away, where we will be at peace and safe in your embrace.   Pope Francis 
 

A singular child 
 

 
 
A small boy looks out at you with a steady gaze. What is he feeling? What is he thinking? How are you 
prompted to respond? 
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Notice how the background is divided into two dark sections, the wall behind and the grey cushions on 
which he rests his head on top of his hands. His hair is well cut, and his cheeks red and plump. This is not 
a poor boy. The red of his jumper causes him to stand out, catching the viewer’s attention. What is 
striking is that he is depicted alone. 
 

This is a portrait of Christopher ‘Kit’ Nicholson by his mother Mabel Pryde Nicholson, The Red 
Jersey (1912). Mabel captures his individuality, his singular spirit. She reveals to us not just his existence, 
but both his needs and determination. This child is known. Every child could be painted in this way, 
revealing what is particular and special. 
 
 
 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ And 
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, ‘Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.   Matthew 18:1-3 
 

The Child’s faith is new – 
Whole – like His Principle – 
Wide – like the Sunrise 
On fresh Eyes – 
Never had a Doubt – 
Laughs – at a Scruple – 
Believes all sham 
But Paradise –          Emily Dickinson 
 
 

God, we pray you would protect our children as they go throughout their days. Hem them in behind and 
before and lay Your hand upon them (Psalm 139:5).  
 
Do not let any harm come to them. Keep each of our children safe beneath Your wings and guard them 
against any plots that are meant to harm or bring ruin to them. Be close to each of our children, surround 
them with Your favour as with a shield (Psalm 5:11-12). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Picturing Prayer is a regular weekly post from Bishop Anne which uses art 

to inspire us in prayer. 
 

You can subscribe to receive these posts direct to your email using the 
form at https://aoepiscopal.scot/picturing-prayers/ 
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Thankful in the Lord - pilgrims in Old Deer. 
by Revd Canon Lynsay Downs 

 
 
On a warm and sunny day at the end of August, people from around the 
diocese gathered at St Drostan’s Old Deer. Having had a look inside this 
beautifully maintained and surprisingly large church, Rev’d Dr Jenny 
Holden pointed us in the direction old the Old Kirk, where our pilgrimage 
began. 
 
Gathering to the refrain “In the 
Lord I’ll ever be thankful”, the 
pilgrimage continued in the 
opposite direction, up the Buchan 

way, towards the monastery. It was very good indeed to have time 
to stroll and chat together. After a very brief venture onto a public 
highway we were able to enter the monastery via a path freshly 
cleared by Friends of Deer Abbey. This was most appreciated! 
 
 
The monastery itself appeared as if from nowhere, but was clearly in constant use. As we arrived 
graduation photos were being taken and as we left another group was gathering for a talk about the Book 
of Deer. In between these times, we looked around the ruins before gathering where the high altar would 
have been, for a Eucharist presided over by the Dean. Following the service, we shared lunches under the 
shade of the trees or luxuriating in the full sun, depending on our preference.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all those who planned the event, prepared for our arrival, cleared away chairs afterwards 
and especially to those who came along to share time together! 
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Season of Creation 2021 
 

The Season of Creation is an Ecumenical Initiative, begun when Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I 
proclaimed 1 September as a day of prayer for creation for the Orthodox in 1989, the World Council of 
Churches was instrumental in making the special time a season, extending the celebration from 1 
September until 4 October. The Season is marked in the Roman Catholic Church, Church of Scotland and 
many other churches around the world.  

Faith and Order Board and College of Bishops have approved the introduction of a Season of Creation to 
the Scottish Episcopal Church’s liturgical calendar. This reflects the commitment of the Church to 
responding appropriately to the global environmental and climate crisis, which has drawn attention to 
what has perhaps become a neglected aspect of our faith: that God created the world, that it is good, and 
that we, as human beings created in God’s image, have a particular responsibility for the care of God’s 
creation. It is right that this be reflected in our worship. 

The Season of Creation will run from the first Sunday of September for four weeks, concluding with 
Thanksgiving for Harvest on the fifth Sunday. The lectionary will be that currently in use, to ensure that 
the continuity in Scripture readings is not disrupted. The readings in the Revised Common Lectionary for 
that period are entirely appropriate for the Season of Creation. 

The Liturgy Committee has prepared material for use during this Season, which have been approved for 
experimental use by the Faith and Order Board and the College of Bishops. These include materials for 
Daily Prayer, seasonal material for Eucharistic Prayers and other intercessionary material. Materials are 
available from the Liturgies section of the SEC website (https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-
are/publications/liturgies/season-of-creation-worship-material-for-experimental-use/). 

 
 

Images by Seema Miah and John Doyle of places in Aberdeenshire from Unsplash. 
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The 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) will be held in Glasgow on 31 October – 
12 November 2021. The Summit will bring parties together to agree on actions and set targets to tackle 
climate change, framed by the goals of the Paris Agreement (the agreement to try to limit global warming 
to 1.5°C) and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Alongside the official activities there are 
fringe events and events leading up to 31st October. 
 
The Climate Fringe involves events being organised by Eco-Congregation Scotland and Interfaith Scotland 
online and in buildings. Churches are invited to run events themselves and join in existing events, talk 
about the Climate Crisis in publications, services and reflect on what they can do. This is particularly 
relevant as the SEC embarks on it’s first Season of Creation and following decisions made at General 
Synod in June 2021. Ideas can be found at Eco-Congregations Scotland, A Rocha UK, Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland, Tearfund, Christian Aid and many more…  
 
The Climate Sunday initiative is calling on all local churches across Great Britain & Ireland to hold a 
climate-focused service on any Sunday before COP26 (November 2021). A National Climate Sunday 
Service is being held at Glasgow Cathedral on Sunday 5th September which is available online on Glasgow 
Cathedral’s Facebook page and YouTube account. 
 
The Young Christian Climate Network are walking from the G7 conference in Cornwall to Glasgow and 
would appreciate support on the way. The final leg begins on Holy Island on 14th October and enters 
Scotland on the 15th October. More information is available at https://www.yccn.uk/  
 
Please feel free to send in details of any events you and your congregations take part in. 
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Provincial Services   
 

Service links available from the Scottish Episcopal Church website, and on 
the Provincial Facebook page  

 
Sunday 5 September – 15th after Pentecost  

11am   A service from the Diocese of Moray, Ross, and Caithness 
 

Sunday 12 September – 16th after Pentecost 
11am   A service from the Diocese of Brechin 

 
Sunday 19 September – 17th after Pentecost 

11am  A service from the Diocese of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane 
 

Sunday 26 September – 18th after Pentecost 11am    
11am. A service from the Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney 

 
‘Children’s Chapel’ is taking a break for the holidays but will be back soon! 

------------------------------------------------------ 
Other services  

Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the diocese 
and province are available from the churches’ websites and facebook pages.  

 

 
This newsletter comes as a PDF, and an on-line copy can be read on the 

Diocesan website. 
 


