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Action related to Climate Change on the General Synod Agenda 

The General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church will meet virtually on 10/11 June 2021. The agenda 
and papers for General Synod 2021 have now been sent to members and published on the Scottish 
Episcopal Church website. 

 

Included in the agenda items is a ten-point guidance plan 
on the first step towards achieving net zero carbon 
emissions by 2030. Following the motion at last year’s 
Synod for a programme of actions to be brought to 
General Synod 2021 to resource the SEC in working 
towards the 2030 goal, the Church in Society 
Committee’s Technical Group on Climate Change has 
presented a programme of actions and useful resources 
“aimed to equip the whole church for the urgent 
response that is needed towards achieving net zero 
carbon emissions”. 

The Group has set out actions for different levels of the 
SEC to pursue, as congregations, dioceses, provincial 
level and as individuals; suggested more detailed action 
on buildings; listed useful resources; and indicated 
further work to be carried out. 

 

Further, a Toolkit is currently in preparation, designed to provide practical recommendations for the 
implementation of action plans and including for instance a means of working out a church’s carbon 
footprint. 

“The changes we need to make encompass almost all aspects of our life as a church; not only our buildings, 
but in every area where we burn coal, oil or gas,” reports the Group. “We need to transition to renewable 
alternatives as far as we possibly can, and where this is not reasonably practical, we need to reduce, save 
and offset. We do not underestimate the challenge. But there are many steps we can already take which 
will make a difference and we need to plan now for how and when the bigger challenges could be met.” 

The Synod agenda includes discussion on the revision of Canon 4 (election of bishops), the St Andrew’s 
Declaration, and bullying and harassment policy. There will be reports from Synod in the next newsletter. 
Please pray for those attending Synod, and for good and helpful engagement with all the business on the 
agenda. 

 



 
 

 
 

Email us if you are coming : RevdLynsay@zoho.co 



Revd Dr Keith Suckling to retire at the end of June 

 

 
Revd Dr Keith Sucking has been priest-in-

charge of St Peter’s, Fraserburgh since 
2014. 

 
A member of the Society of Ordained 

Scientists, Keith has been serving on the 
Provincial Church in Society Committee. It is 

this committee that have prepared the 
material concerned with climate change 
that is coming to General Synod in June. 

 
We thank Keith for his service of St Peter’s, 

the Diocese, and the Province during the 
past seven years with us. 

 
Bishop Anne 

 

A surprise email from Bishop Bob over seven years ago, inviting me to come to be Priest-in-
Charge at St Peter’s, led to what has been one of the most exciting times I have had as a 
priest. Now, just as the pandemic seems to be coming to an end (but not connected with it) 
so is our time in Fraserburgh. Helen and I are moving at the end of June to an old but fully 
renovated farm cottage adjoining our daughter’s new family house in the countryside of 
County Down, in Northern Ireland.  

Thoughts naturally turn to highlights, such as the celebration of the full Holy Week and 
Easter liturgy, and particularly the occasion when Fraserburgh Churches Together joined us 
for the Eucharist of the Last Supper, or, over the past year, the presentation of a livestream 
Address and Compline every Sunday evening. But really every Sunday is a highlight and the 
faithful, loving and resilient people of St Peter’s came together to make that happen.  We 
are leaving on a high note: baptisms on three consecutive Sundays, confirmations with 
Bishop Anne, and then our patronal festival on our final Sunday. After that I think it is 
unlikely that I will be greeted by ‘fit like’ any time soon. 

Revd Dr Keith Suckling 

 

Please hold Keith and Helen in your prayers as they prepare to move to Ireland. 

  



 
For those who want to catch up with the details of Bishop Anne’s Pilgrimage in Orkney, 

her daily blog can be found on the Diocesan Website. 
 

 

Epiphany Group – Reflective Day 

The Epiphany Group will be holding an on-line reflective day on 

Saturday 29 May, 12pm 

For details contact Carole Phelan:   carole.phelan@talk21.com 

 

Provincial Services  
 

Service links available from the Scottish Episcopal Church 
website, and on the Provincial Facebook page 

 

Sunday 30 May – Trinity Sunday 
11am The Bishop of Glasgow and Galloway, Rt Revd Kevin Pearson, leads a 
service of Holy Communion from Glasgow. 
 

Sunday 6 June – Second after Pentecost 
11am The Bishop of Brechin, Rt Revd Andrew Swift, leads a service of Holy 
Communion from Dundee. 
 
‘Children’s Chapel’ is available on-line from early Sunday morning every 
week. 
 

Other services 
Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the diocese and province are 
available from the churches’ websites and facebook pages. 
 

 
This newsletter comes as a PDF, 

and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 
The date of next issue should be: 

Wednesday 16 June 2021 
I am always delighted to receive contributions, which could be news, poetry, history – 

whatever is interesting to you, and might be to others. 
Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 


