
 
Day 5: Monday 17 May 

Egilsay 
 

 
 
The core of our pilgrim band is seven. We met mid-morning to travel together to Tingwall to catch the 
ferry to first Rousay, and then on to Egilsay. We walked across that island to the sound of skylarks and 
curlews; violets, marsh marigolds and lady’s smock flowering along the side of the pathway.  
 
The way took us to a series of white sandy beaches, the only places on the island where Norse longboats 
could be landed, so the place where it is supposed that Magnus arrived. 
 



We had prayed separately at the start of our days, then together in Tingwall ferry park where I read the 
portion of the Orkneyinga Saga about Magnus’ journey by boat to Egilsay. But here, on the beautiful 
beach, with the sky blue overhead, we fell silent and took time for personal reflection and prayer.  
 

Magnus arrived here hoping for peace and reconciliation. He had chosen those to come with him who 
‘he knew to be the best natured and likeliest to improve matters between him and his cousin’. Even 
with the very best companions, he was to be disappointed. 
 

Not far from the beach is the place where it is believed Magnus was martyred. We stopped there for 
prayer, and to listen to the Hymn of Magnus (ipad & bluetooth speaker!!). For those who missed this 
yesterday, here is the link again.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zciDnkMjfE 
 

 

 
 

 

 
From there we walked to the ruins of church of St Magnus. The theme for the Egilsay section of the St 
Magnus Way is ‘Peace’, and this was something that our conversations returned to again and again. 
We spoke of the lack of peace in churches, of the conflict and enmity between members of the Body of 
Christ. We considered what is happening politically, the divisions and very different hopes and fears 
seen in different parts of the United Kingdom. We spoke of the lack of peace within ourselves 
sometimes. 
 

At St Magnus church we prayed together, and then sang an Ascension song about the Lordship of Christ. 
When we had finished we were full of smiles and alleluias. What a good day! 
 

 
Egilsay pier with the St Magnus Way marker, St Magnus church on the hill beyond. 


