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As we begin to return to worship together in church, to travel around the 
diocese, and reconnect by actually meeting each other face-to face, now is the 
time for clergy, lay leaders and vestries to be considering what might support 
‘Recovery and Renewal’. What should the priorities be in each place? How can 
we help each other and our churches recover from the effects of long months of 
lockdown, and what might enable us to see what fresh things God is doing in 
our churches and communities? Please place ‘recovery and renewal’ at the 
heart of your personal and collective prayers. 

The Province is making available a fund of £250,000 to support projects in 
individual Charges or Dioceses that support Recovery and Renewal.  
Details of the fund will be sent to Vestries next week for consideration. The 
existence of this fund intends to encourage Charges to consider what their 
recovery and renewal priorities might be as we return to in-church worship, and 
emerge from the pandemic. Charges can make applications for grants up to 
£5000.  
 I encourage you all, in every place, to give time to considering what might 
help you. This could include agreeing together what new things learnt in the 
lockdowns need to be retained, and agreeing what things have not been 
missed, so need not return as part of church life. Individually and as Vestries, 
you might have ideas of things you would like to initiate, things you might not 
have done before. Please do not let lack of resources (money or people) hold 
you back as you plan together. As your plans develop, please share these with 
me, and then the Diocese can look to see how best to support you. 



 

 
 

Walking St Magnus Way  
 

Orkney Pilgrimage 2021 
Monday 17 – Saturday 22 May 

  

Right now I am busy preparing to go on pilgrimage. I have felt the call to walk St 
Magnus Way for some time. Before the pandemic I had hoped that this might 
be an extensive Diocese pilgrimage. What is ahead is something much smaller 
than I imagined, but I think that this will be a significant time for those of us 
who gather nonetheless. I have been reading about St Magnus, and Thora, and 
Rognvald, and improving my education on all things Norse! 
 I travel to Orkney on the morning of Ascension Day, and hope to worship 
at St Olaf’s, Kirkwall that evening. The pilgrimage will begin on Monday 17 May, 
with a trip to Egilsay to visit the place of martyrdom of St Magnus. The following 
five days we will make the journey by stages from Gurness to Kirkwall. I will be 
blogging each day, with posts appearing on the diocesan website. I will return to 
Aberdeen on Tuesday 25 May. 

 

The Rt Revd Dorsey McConnell is co-
leading the Pilgrimage with me. 
+Dorsey is Bishop of Pittsburgh, and 
over the last three years there has 
been much correspondence between 
us.  
+Dorsey and his wife Betsy have a 
love of Orkney. I am delighted that 
they have accepted my invitation to 
come and join me for this pilgrimage. 

 

Others joining us for the whole pilgrimage will include priests from the Diocese 
of London, some from other parts of this Diocese beyond Orkney, while 
members of our churches on Orkney, together with ecumenical friends might 
join us for individual days. 

The detailed planning and facilitation of the pilgrimage is being overseen 
by Stuart and Pirjo Little – to whom I am very grateful. 

Please hold us all in your prayers, as we make this journey together in the 
company of God and the saints. 
 



 

Thy Kingdom Come – Thursday 13 May to Sunday 23 May 2021 

A good number of our churches have been involved with the Thy Kingdom 
Come prayer initiative in past years, using the days between Ascension and 
Pentecost to pray that those who are searching might find faith in Jesus Christ. 

We are all encouraged to say the Lord’s Prayer at 12 noon each day.  

Please join in, use the prayer journal, download the app.  

To learn more visit the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ website,  
and watch this short film:  https://www.thykingdomcome.global/ 

 

Provincial Services  
 

Service links available from the Scottish Episcopal Church 
website, and on the Provincial Facebook page 

 

Sunday 2 May – Easter 5 
11am The Bishop of Aberdeen and Orkney, Rt Revd Anne Dyer, leads a 
service of Holy Communion from St Mary’s Pro-cathedral, Aberdeen. 
 

Sunday 9 May – Easter 6 
11am The Bishop of Glasgow and Galloway, Rt Revd Kevin Pearson, leads a 
service of Holy Communion from Glasgow. 
 
‘Children’s Chapel’ is available on-line from early Sunday morning every 
week. 
 

Other services 
Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the diocese and province are 
available from the churches’ websites and facebook pages. 
 

 

This newsletter comes as a PDF, 
and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 

The date of next issue should be: 
Wednesday 12 May 2021 

I am always delighted to receive contributions, which could be news, poetry, history – 
whatever is interesting to you, and might be to others. 

Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 


