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Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus said 19 ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs 
would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be 
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, 
“Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” 25 But Abraham said, “Child, remember that 
during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but 
now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and 
no one can cross from there to us.” 27 He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my 
father’s house— 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also 
come into this place of torment.” 29 Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they 
should listen to them.” 30 He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the 
dead, they will repent.” 31 He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”’  
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The reading from Luke for today is the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. The parable 
details the different earthly lives of a rich man (also known as Dives) and Lazarus, their 
fates after death in Hades/Hell and a subsequent conversation between Abraham and the 
rich man. The folk song Dives & Lazarus uses Jesus as a narrator reminding us, the 
community that what we do in our earthly lives has impact. U2s Crumbs from Your Table 
speaks of waiting for crumbs from the table and the need to help others in the community, 
doing the opposite to the Rich Man’s earthly actions. 
 
What are the things you hunger for in your life? What steps can you take to gather crumbs 
from under the table for yourself and others?  
 
 
 

To listen to: 
 
Crumbs From Your Table by U2 
https://open.spotify.com/track/0ExjS2TkTWgmJdoXCa7rNx?si=x69_mBQ6QwK7D_3ON1kdng  
 
Dives & Lazarus by Maddy Prior  
https://youtu.be/W3JEv4lLsBk  

 
 
Prayer of Humble Access (from Scottish Prayer Book, 1929) 
WE do not presume to come to this thy Holy Table, O merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table: 
 but thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy.  
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,  
and to drink his Blood, that our sinful bodies  
may be made clean by his most sacred Body,  
and our souls washed through his most precious Blood, 
 and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  
Amen. 
 
 
Image: Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus by Lawrence W. Ladd (c. 1880, watercolour and 
pencil on paper) Smithsonian American Art Museum. 
 
  


