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Mark 12: 28-34 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 
answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ 29 Jesus answered, ‘The first 
is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 31 The second is this, 
“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’ 32 Then 
the scribe said to him, ‘You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that “he is one, and besides him there 
is no other”; 33 and “to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
strength”, and “to love one’s neighbour as oneself”,—this is much more important than all whole burnt-
offerings and sacrifices.’ 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from 
the kingdom of God.’ After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
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‘They put their heart and soul into it’. How many times have you said that or perhaps heard 
that said about yourself relating to creative endeavours – in music, art, dance, word or craft? 
 
In today’s Gospel reading the scribes are asking Jesus which commandment is the most 
important, and gives a response which may be very familiar – to love God and to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. However, it’s not just to love God but to love God with all our heart, 
soul, mind and strength. 
 
The painting by Manet above the reading is a portrait of Eva Gonzalès who was his only formal 
pupil. A painting of a student painting. Each of us as disciples is called to shape our lives on 
Jesus, to imitate his life and from our actions based on Jesus’ teachings and actions. That 
response may involve creating things as part of our devotional journey or responding to the 
beauty in the world around us. 
 
What are creative activities or creative objects created by others that help you reflect on loving 
God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength. Today, spend some time in that activity or 
with the creative media that inspire who to respond to God’s love for you and the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To listen: 
More Love, More Power performed by Keith Matten https://youtu.be/mVxfwW24Mvo 
 
The Greatest Commandment performed by The Porter’s Gate 
https://open.spotify.com/track/38Xk6R1iIzxyTtekrBoZOM?si=9C0LXJwGRX64t-J0X8ZPlQ 
 
 

 
 
Images: Eva Gonzalès by Edouard Manet (1870, Oil on Canvas National Gallery London) and 
Meu Coracao/My Heart photography by Amanda Vivan, Flickr Creative Commons. 
 

 

Sing aloud to God our strength; 
shout for joy to the God of Jacob. 
Raise a song, sound the 
tambourine, 
the sweet lyre with the harp. 
 

Psalm 81:1-2 


