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Tuesday 23 March – National Day of Reflection 
On the anniversary of the first coronavirus lockdown in the UK. 

 

 
 
Dear God, 
Be with us as we think about all that has changed this year, 
And help us to trust that you are always with us. 
Be close to us as we remember those who have died, 
And help us to trust they are at peace with you. 
Show us how to reach out to others with kindness and care , 
So that hope shines out in every heart and home, 
Amen 

	
 

Next Tuesday is the anniversary of the first coronavirus lockdown. Charities, faith group 
leaders, and politicians participating in two key acts of remembrance and reflection. 

At 12 pm there will be a minute's silence at 12:00 GMT. 

In the evening, at 8 pm, people are encouraged to ‘share the light’, by placing a 
candle or lantern on their doorsteps. 

Prominent buildings and landmarks will also be illuminated across the UK. You will find 
dedicated programmes, adverts and other materials on TV, radio, and on-line. Churches 
and individuals are encouraged to be part of this reflection. 

As we recap the past year, and reflect on its impact on us all, we will no doubt hear the 
stories of families that have suffered bereavement because of the coronavirus. We will also 
be giving thanks for the service of so many; from NHS staff, front-line workers and scientists 
developing vaccines. For us, will be reflecting on all this at the beginning of Passiontide. We 
will hear the stories of suffering and service from the perspective of our liturgy and 
readings, as Christ makes his way to the cross in service of the world so loved by God.  

With this day of reflection comes the encouragement to make contact with those who have 
suffered loss through the sending of cards, flowers or bulbs. We are encouraged to speak 
with those who live alone, that they might have a conversation with another person on this 
memorial day. And of course, in our conversations we might include a prayer. 



Professor Iain Torrance to lead independent review of the  

Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney 

As Bishop I have requested that the College of Bishops set up an independent review into 
the Diocese. The details of the review are found through the link below. 

Please note that the review will be led by Professor Iain Torrance (details from the link), 
and the period under review begins from 1 November 2016, that is the beginning of the 
episcopal vacancy in Aberdeen and Orkney. 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/professor-iain-torrance-to-lead-independent-review/ 

 

Revision of Canon 4 – Election of Bishops 

The Diocesan Synod provided an opportunity for those present to make a contribution to 
the revision of Canon 4, which is concerned with the election of Bishops. The Canonical 
Review Group presented two options for consideration: that the revised canon should 
include (a) an electoral synod or (b) an electoral college. These options, and other matters 
relating to the revision of the canon were discussed in small groups (via zoom). 

After the discussion period an indicative poll was taken, and by a very large majority those 
voting indicated a preference for an electoral synod, supporting the principle that a diocese 
elect its own bishop. This was understood by many as the best way of representing the 
whole diocese, and all its charges, in the decision making process. 

The discussions in the groups were wide ranging. Some present expressed a lack of 
knowledge of the processes required by the current Canon 4. In most groups there were 
those who were able to share their knowledge and experience of past processes in the 
diocese.  

Time was given in many groups to considering how the Holy Spirit is at work in such an 
electoral process. In the end this is about vocation and discernment, so there was some 
resistance to importing good practice from outwith the church without proper care and 
attention. However, many group members pointed to things that can be learnt about 
making clear the needs of a diocese and testing the calls of a number of individuals that 
might be being considered. 

Some groups pointed to other development needs of the church. For example, members of 
an electoral synod need to be well informed about the ministry of bishops. This includes the 
ministry expected beyond the diocese, as well as that within. Concern was expressed about 
the quality of candidates in past processes. How might the wider church be developing 
clergy suitable for senior roles, including bishops, in our dioceses? 

The indicative poll and comments from groups are being passed to the Canonical Review 
Group. The revision of Canon 4 will be a discussion item at the General Synod in June.  

  



 

Provincial & Diocesan Worship  
 

Sunday 21 March – Lent 5 (Passiontide begins) 
11am: A celebration of the Eucharist led by the Rt Revd Anne Dyer, from Aberdeen 
 

Sunday 28 March – Palm Sunday 
11am: A celebration of the Eucharist led by Rt Revd Kevin Pearson from Glasgow 
 
Every Sunday there is a ‘Children’s Chapel’ available from 8am. On Sunday 21 March the leader will 
be Canon Lynsay Downs, from Banchory. 

 

Links to the services are found on the Scottish Episcopal Church website. 
 

Other services 
Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the province are available from the 
churches’ websites and facebook pages. 
 

 

 
 
Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2021: ‘I was hungry and you fed me.’ 
 
We have been aware for some time how the pandemic is impacting individuals and families trying to 
manage on low or unreliable income. One result of the present uncertainty has been the increase in food-
poverty. This is rightly something that we should all be aware of, and as individuals and congregations we 
can make a response. 
     My Lent Appeal this year encourages support of food charities, food banks and community projects to 
encourage healthy eating. I would be grateful if vestries could give some time to deciding how they might 
be involved in this.  
     As in previous years, churches might decide to donate locally (food items or financial donations). 
Individuals or churches can also send Lent alms into the diocesan office. 
     Monies given to the diocese will be divided between: 
 
Fetlar Community Garden – this is a new initiative on Fetlar, Shetland, with which the Revd Graham Booth 
is involved. This project will enable the local community to grow food together in a new garden on the 
island, using raised beds and polycrubs to extend the growing season. 
 
Aberdeen Cyrenians – who support many of the poorest people in the city and north-east region through 
donations of food and essentials. 
 

+Anne 

 

This newsletter comes as a PDF, 
and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 

The date of next issue will be: 
Wednesday 31 March 2021 

I am always delighted to receive contributions, which could be news, poetry, history – 
whatever is interesting to you, and might be to others. 

Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 


