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Ash Wednesday 
 

On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen 
way to you — 

you Easter parade of newness. 
Before the sun sets, take our Wednesday 

and Easter us, 
Easter us to joy and energy  
and courage and freedom; 

Easter us that we may be fearless  
for your truth. 

Come here and Easter our Wednesday with 
mercy and justice and  
peace and generosity. 

We pray as we wait for the Risen One who 
comes soon. 

 
Walter Breuggemenn 

 
My prayers are for and with you all as you enter Lent, that this season might be both 
disciplined and holy. 
     We are used to Lent being the season of fasting, when we do without some things so 
that we can learn again what really matters.  We ‘do not live by bread alone,’ as Jesus said 
when he was tempted in the wilderness.  
     This year we might feel that we already have an imposed fast – no churches to visit for 
worship, no ash on our heads, no meeting together in Lent groups – is this not enough? 
     We will all have to determine our own fasting, our own lockdown disciplines, so that we 
are freed up from some things to make extra time for others. In making more time to spend 
intentionally in prayer and reflection, we realise afresh that the love and mercy of God are 
a present reality for us all. 
 

Let us pray in quiet remembrance of our need for redemption: 
Father in heaven, the light of your truth bestows sight to the darkness of sinful eyes.  

May this season of repentance bring us the blessing of your forgiveness 
and the gift of your light.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  



Coronavirus Prayer Vigil – Orkney 
 

 
 
On 30th January 2020, the World Health Organisation declared the Corona Virus 
outbreak as a global health emergency.  To mark the anniversary of this, 
members of St Olaf’s organised a Prayer Vigil and invited local churches, 
representing a variety of denominations and Orkney locations, to contribute. 

We were overwhelmed by the response and support we received.  To avoid 
technical issues, the bulk of the vigil was in pre-recorded 5-minute sections, 
each focusing on a particular group or issue.  Twelve churches sent a sound or 
video file and suggested some prayer points, and these were then compiled and 
edited by Mike Robertson.  The vigil began with a short introduction from Stuart 
Little, during which we were invited to light a candle, and Linda Broadley 
(Church of Scotland) led a short act of worship at the end. 

We were joined on the night by about 70 people – mainly from Orkney, but we 
also had people joining us from elsewhere (even as far afield as New York) – and 
we’ve had some very positive and encouraging feedback. 

The vigil was recorded and is available onfor anyone who would like to make 
use of it. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=P_U_Qp6MxlY&fbclid=IwAR3USxX7rfVqwE_NZjwTX3ZBqfG
IkmnImOYGtQQJVuZeB62OuXQMjQremmM 

Catriona Robertson, Lay-Reader, Orkney 
 
 



Diocesan Synod – Saturday 27 February 
 

The Diocesan Synod will meet on-line this year. The agenda is restricted to business that is 
essential for the operation and processes of either the Diocese or Province. There will be 
the usual elections and reports. There will also be two periods of discussion in small groups. 
These will be facilitated by designated leaders in zoom room groups. 
 

The matters for discussion will be: 
 

1. Recovery and Renewal: the needs of the churches as we emerge from the 
pandemic 
At Synod we will begin to consider what help and support our churches need to 
recover from the experiences of the last year. In addition, we will be looking ahead in 
order to identify what God is doing among us that might lead to renewal.  
 

2. Canon 4 Revision – The election of Bishops 
The provincial revision group is offering two options to diocesan synods, seeking 
guidance as to the preferred option for the new canon. Two options will be 
considered at Synod; 
(i) An electoral Synod 
(ii) An electoral Council 
An indicative vote will be taken at Synod. 

 

There will be a report on Synod in the next newsletter. Please hold Synod in your prayers. 
 
 
Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2021: ‘I was hungry and you fed me.’ 
 
We have been aware for some time how the pandemic is impacting individuals and families trying to 
manage on low or unreliable income. One result of the present uncertainty has been the increase in food-
poverty. This is rightly something that we should all be aware of, and as individuals and congregations we 
can make a response. 
     My Lent Appeal this year encourages support of food charities, food banks and community projects to 
encourage healthy eating. I would be grateful if vestries could give some time to deciding how they might 
be involved in this.  
     As in previous years, churches might decide to donate locally (food items or financial donations). 
Individuals or churches can also send Lent alms into the diocesan office. 
     Monies given to the diocese will be divided between: 
 
Fetlar Community Garden – this is a new initiative on Fetlar, Shetland, with which the Revd Graham Booth 
is involved. This project will enable the local community to grow food together in a new garden on the 
island, using raised beds and polycrubs to extend the growing season. 
 
Aberdeen Cyrenians – who support many of the poorest people in the city and north-east region through 
donations of food and essentials. 
 

+Anne 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Children’s Chapel 
 

Rev Canon Audrey 
O’Brien Stewart, and 
others from across the 
Province, lead a short 
service for young 
children available every 
Sunday from 8am. 
The link to these 
services is found on the 
Provincial website – go 
to the link for Sunday  
Worship. 

 

www.scotland.anglican.org 
 

 

Provincial & Diocesan Worship  
 

Sunday 21 February – Lent 1 
11am: A celebration of the Eucharist led by the Most Revd Mark Strange, from Moray, Ross and 
Caithness. 
 

Sunday 28 February – Lent 2 
11am: A celebration of the Eucharist led by Rt Revd Dr John Armes from Edinburgh. 
 

 

Links to the services are found on the Scottish Episcopal Church website. 
 

Other services 
Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the province are available from the 
churches’ websites and facebook pages. 
 

 

 
This newsletter comes as a PDF, 

and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 
The date of next issue will be: 

Wednesday 3 March 2021 
I am always delighted to receive contributions, which could be news, poetry, history – 

whatever is interesting to you, and might be to others. 
Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 


