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Sombre Times, Signs of Hope 

 

It has been sad and distressing to note the coronavirus statistics through the past days. 
Tuesday 19 January saw the largest number of registered deaths in the UK in a single day. 
During the next fortnight it is very likely that the United Kingdom will have registered over 
100,00 deaths. Many of us know people who are unwell, and we pray earnestly that they 
will recover. We also pray for all those who are bereaved, including the families of those I 
will mention below. 
  
Tomorrow sees the funeral of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Glasgow, Archbishop Philip 
Tartaglia. His brother, who is also ordained, is too poorly with covid to attend. The Scottish 
Government have been reminding church leaders that 120 cases of covid have been traced 
back to churches. Although we have been very careful, the virus continues to be very 
infectious, easily passing from person to person.  
 

Yesterday we received the very sad news that Rt Revd Ellinah Wamukoya, Bishop of 
Swaziland (partnered with the Diocese of Brechin), died of the coronavirus. Bishop Ellinah 
was a woman of vibrant spirituality, and very great humour. The first woman consecrated 
bishop in Africa, she had been invited by Archbishop Justin to preach at the opening service 
of the Lambeth conference, due to take place last summer, but cancelled because of the 
pandemic. She was a passionate speaker on the challenge of climate change, and an 
advocate for all people in her country, so ravaged by the virus. 
 

When we attend a funeral we often hear the words from the Book of Lamentations: 
 

Yet this I call to mind 
    and therefore I have hope: 
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 
    or his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 

 

Most of us have experienced bereavement, and we know that even in the dark days of loss, 
the love of God is very close. Sometimes this is experienced directly, by our hearts and 
souls, often it is experienced through the care and accompaniment of others. For these 
reasons, to show the love of God and to be bring hope to others, we will continue to pray 
for and care all those close to us at this time. 
 

+Anne 



Preparing for lockdown Ash Wednesday and Lent 

Lent 2021 begins with Ash Wednesday on 17 February (four weeks away). This year we will 
all have to think carefully about how we prepare for this important penitential season. 
Clergy and Lay-Readers may already be making preparations, considering how they might 
do things differently this year. 

Please see here suggestions of how Ash Wednesday might be done differently, and then 
also here below, details of a Diocesan Lent Course to be offered through material on-line 
with an option to join a zoom group. 

Ash Wednesday 
For most of us, Lent begins properly when we can attend an Ash Wednesday Eucharist, with 
or without ashing. This year it is very unlikely that the churches will be open again, and 
even if they are, attendance will be limited. 

Services: There will be a Provincial Service on Ash Wednesday. Many churches in the 
Province and Diocese will have details of services on their websites and facebook pages. 

Local churches are encouraged think about what they might offer to those who are not able 
to access material on-line. 

Ash Crosses 
 

 

There are many images of ash crosses available on line.  
These can be used in a number of ways. 
 
They might be printed onto labels, and sent with prayers 
(including the Litany) to congregation members. 
 
They might be printed onto bookmarks (four or five on a 
sheet of A4 card), with the ashing words included: 

Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return, 
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 

Such bookmarks can be used with Lent reading. 
 

Ashes from home fires can be used to mark a piece of sackcloth (or other fabric). This 
visceral action, where ashes are felt in the fingers and marked onto rough cloth, could be 
part of a prayer time on Ash Wednesday. The marked cloth can remain in the home as a 
reminder of the season. 
 
Churches might offer A4 posters showing an image of an ash cross, to be placed in a 
window on Ash Wednesday. 
 
If you have other ideas, please send them to the bishop. 

 



Through the Lenten Door 
A Lent course for lockdown 

 
Written by Bishop Anne and Revd Dr Jenny Holden 

 

 
 
Material to be used each day will be posted on the Diocesan website, beginning on Ash 
Wednesday and running through to Easter Sunday. For each day there will be a mixture 
of Scripture, prayers, music links and activities. 
 

Those who would appreciate joining a group for reflection, discussion and prayer will 
have three options: 
 

Monday evenings (22 Feb, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Mar) 7.00- 8.15pm, 
led by Bishop Anne 

 
Wednesday afternoons (24 Feb, 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Mar) 2.00 – 3.15pm,  

led by Bishop Anne and Revd Jenny 
 

Friday mornings (19, 26 Feb, 5, 12, 19, 26 Mar) 10.30 – 11.15am, 
led by Revd Jenny 

 
Details of how to register to join a Lent group with Bishop Anne and Revd Jenny will be in 
the next newsletter. 
 

If you have questions or queries, please direct them to the bishop. 
 



Lecture on Ninian Comper 
Thursday 28 January, 7.30pm 

 

 
	

Aberdeen City Heritage Trust has its Annual Lecture on 28 January on the architect Ninian 
Comper who had an involvement with a number of churches in Aberdeen. Those wishing 
to attend can register using this link. 
 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/artistry-and-architecture-sir-ninian-comper-by-andrew-
wright-obe-tickets-135705082555?aff=erelexpmlt 
	

 

Provincial Worship  
 

Sunday 24 January 
11am: A celebration of the Eucharist led by the Rt Revd Andrew Swift from Dundee. 
 

Sunday 31 January 
11am: A celebration of the Eucharist led by Rt Revd Ian Paton from Perth. 

 

Links to the services are found on the Scottish Episcopal Church website. 
 

Other services 
Details of services live-streamed or broadcast by churches across the province are available from the 
churches’ websites and facebook pages. 
 

 

This newsletter comes as a PDF, 
and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 

The date of next issue will be: 
Wednesday 3 February 2021 

I am always delighted to receive contributions, which could be news, poetry, history – 
whatever is interesting to you, and might be to others. 

Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 


