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Order of Service 
	

Prelude - Mit Fried und Freud ich fahr dahin by J.S.Bach 
 

 
Hymn:  Thou whose almighty word 
 

Thou whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard 
and took their flight, 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray 
Let There Be Light! 
 
Saviour who came to bring 
on thy redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
now to all humankind 
Let There Be Light! 
 
Spirit of truth and love, 
lifegiving, holy Dove, 
speed forth thy flight; 
move o'er the waters' face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth's darkest place 
Let There Be Light! 
 
Blessed and holy Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 
boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the world, far and wide, 
Let There Be Light! 
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Greeting 
 

Grace and peace to you  
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now we recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he 
was offered to the Father and shown to his people. As a sign of his coming 
among us, his mother was purified, as we now come to him for cleansing. In 
their old age Simeon and Anna recognized him as their Lord, as we today sing 
of his glory. In this Eucharist, we celebrate both the joy of his coming and his 
searching judgement, looking back to the day of his birth and forward to the 
coming days of his passion. 
 
 
Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 

Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: ‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness but shall have the light 
of life.’ 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
  Silence is kept   

 
God our Father, we confess to you 
and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do. 
We are truly sorry. 
Forgive us our sins, 
and deliver us from the power of evil, 
for the sake of your Son who died for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
God, who is both power and love, 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by the Holy Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Kyries 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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Gloria in Excelsis  stand 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 
 

 For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

The Collect  
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have sent us your salvation.  Inspire us 
by your Holy Spirit to recognize him who is the glory of Israel and the light for all 
nations, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Old Testament Reading 
 
 A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi (3:1-4) 
 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 
 
At the end the reader may say: 
 

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament Reading   Hebrews 2:14-18 
 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he 
did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore 
he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 
being tested.  

 
At the end the reader may say: 
 

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel  stand 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke (2:22-40) 
Glory to Christ our Saviour. 

 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother 
were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything 
required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor 
of God was upon him. 
 
At the end: 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel. 
Praise to Christ our Lord. 
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The Sermon: The Bishop 
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Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one substance with the Father. 
 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son,  
he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Intercessions  sit  
 
 
Prayer is offered: for the world and its people, 
    for those who suffer and those in need, 
    for the Church and its members. 
 
A response may be used: 
 
 Lord, in your mercy,  or,  Lord, hear us, 
 Hear our prayer.    Lord, graciously hear us 
 
 
 
Peace stand 
 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace  
there shall be no end. 
 
We meet in Christ’s name, 
Let us share his peace.  
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Hymn:    Christ be our light 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 
 
Refrain: 
 
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
 
Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others. 
Shared until all are fed. 
 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
Walls made of living stone. 
 
Many the gifts, many the people, 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong 
Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come. 
 
© 1994, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE 
Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, USA. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; through your goodness we 
have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have 
made: it will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; through your goodness we 
have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands; it will 
become the cup of our salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. 
Out of nothing, you called all worlds into being, 
and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment. 
Day and night celebrate your glory 
till time shall be no more. 

 

 
In Christ, your only-begotten Son,  
you have revealed yourself to the world. 
By the guiding of a star, 
you made him known to the nations 
as the son of David and king of Israel; 
that in following him, 
we might be led from darkness  
and into his marvellous light. 
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Filled with the Spirit, 
who descended upon your Son  
at his Baptism in the Jordan, 
we who are baptised in his name 
strive for his heavenly kingdom 
in whose radiance we are transfigured 
and the earth is transformed. 

 
As children of your redeeming purpose 
we offer you our praise, 
with angels and archangels 
and the whole company of heaven 
singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Glory and thanksgiving be to you, 
most loving Father. 
In Jesus the Messiah you have come to us. 
Our hope is built on him 
in whom you are well pleased. 
Having been shown to the world 
as your beloved Son, 
he proclaimed the good news of your kingdom. 
The blind received their sight,  
the lame walked, the lepers were cleansed, 
and the captives set free. 
At his word, water became wine,  
the hungry were filled with bread, 
and the dead were raised. 
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Before he was given up to suffering and death, 
desiring to complete the work 
for which he came into the world, 
at supper with his disciples 
he took bread and offered you thanks. 
He broke the bread, 
and gave it to them, saying: 
“Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.” 
 
After supper, he took the cup, 
he offered you thanks, 
and gave it to them saying: 
“Drink this, all of you. 
This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
it is poured out for you, and for all, 
that sins may be forgiven. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
We now obey your Son's command. 
We recall his blessed passion and death, 
his glorious resurrection and ascension; 
and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. 
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts 
and with them ourselves, 
a single, holy, living sacrifice. 
 
Hear us, most merciful Father, 
and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon this bread and this wine, 
that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, 
they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, 
and we may be kindled with the fire of your love 
and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 
Help us, who are baptised  
into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
to live and work to your praise and glory; 
may we grow together in unity and love 
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until at last, in your new creation, 
we enter into our heritage 
in the company of the Virgin Mary, 
the apostles and prophets, 
and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be to you, 
Lord of all ages,  world without end. 
 

Amen. 
 

 
The Sharing of the Bread and the Wine 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

The living bread is broken for the life of the world. 
Lord, unite us in this sign. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer      
As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 

 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Communion Song  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 
 
 
Spiritual Communion 
God of infinite mercy, we thank you for Jesus our Saviour, who feeds his 
people and gives them eternal life. Though we cannot consume the gifts of 
bread and wine, we thank you that we do receive Christ’s saving presence, the 
forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of his passion. Grant that we may 
continue for ever in the Risen Life of our Saviour. Amen 
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THANKSGIVING             
Give thanks to our gracious God, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Father, your steadfast purpose is the completion of all things in your Son.  
May we who have received the pledges of the kingdom, live by faith, walk 
in hope and be renewed in love, until the world reflects your glory and 
you are all in all; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
Candles are taken up and lit, to symbolise the light of Christ in every baptised 
person, bringing light to our homes and to the world. 
 

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 
pour into the hearts of your faithful people 
the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 
that we, who by these kindling flames 
light up this temple to your glory, 
may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 
and so be counted worthy to stand before you 
in that eternal city where you live and reign, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
As the celebrations of Christmas and Epiphany came to an end, the 
congregation turns in heart and mind towards Lent and Holy Week.  
 

Father, here we bring to an end our celebration 
of the Saviour’s birth. 
Help us, in whom he has been born,  
to live his life that has no end. 
 
Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 
Help us, who have received the bread of life,  
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to be thankful for your gift. 
 
Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 
Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple,  
to trust in your eternal promises. 
 
Here we have greeted the light of the world. 
Help us, who bear these candles,  
never to forsake the light of Christ. 
 
Here we stand near the place of baptism. 
Help us, who are marked with the cross,  
to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 
 
Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 
Help us, for whom Lent is near,  
to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 
 
Here we bless one another in your name. 
Help us, who now go in peace,  
to shine with your light in the world.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
The candles are extinguished and the congregation departs. 

 
 

Retiring - Nunc Dimittis in B flat by C.V.Stanford 
 
 

 
 

	


