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Advent, and we are waiting 

 

In the churches we are used to Advent 
being a waiting time, a season which can 
be for us full of hope and expectation. We 
do not rush towards Christmas, but take 
the time to prepare. The dark nights and 
the changes in the weather encourage us 
to remain inside in the warm, especially 
this year. At home we might light a candle  

and count the days. At church, this year at live worship or on-line, the Sundays have a 
familiar pattern to them, as we hear stories full of promise. We know our waiting will not 
be disappointed, very soon we will welcome the Christ Child, and our twelve days of 
celebrations can begin. 
     This year our Advent waiting is echoed in the waiting of the world to be delivered from 
the coronavirus. This week the first vaccinations have begun, but we know that it will be 
many months before life is restored to something like normal. The temptation might be 
to rush, to disregard all that we have learnt about being careful to protect others through 
our behaviours, and to step too quickly into the hoped for future. As Christians we should 
be those who know the value of waiting, of trusting God in and through our present 
difficulties. We wait because we know that God does indeed love us and is with us, as we 
will celebrate at Christmas. For this reason we might be among those who keep to a 
simpler Christmas celebration this year, not tempted to push back at the restrictions, but 
do what we can this year to make sure that as many as possible of our friends and 
neighbours are able to be with us next. 
    Do you have plans for a simple Christmas? Send me a line or two to describe what will 
be different this year, and I will include them in the next newsletter. I am also happy to 
receive Christmas greetings from churches or individuals to share with the diocese. 

 
Request for Prayer  

Inchmarlo house nursing home in Banchory hit the news this week when, after zero Covid-19 cases in the 
first wave and through the summer, suddenly 84 staff and residents tested positive. This place is close to 
the heart of many here at St Ternan's. As you can imagine,  the outbreak is incredibly distressing for the 
staff and residents themselves; the families of residents who cannot visit; and for all whose family 
members have passed away or will die due to this outbreak. Of your compassion, therefore, I ask you to 
hold Inchmarlo in your prayers: the staff, residents and families, and also the NHS teams who are in 
supporting with care and recovery. 

Revd Canon Lynsay Downs, St Ternan’s, Banchory 



The General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church meets virtually. 
 

 
 

General Synod 2020, postponed from June because of the coronavirus, met virtually on Saturday. As 
shown in the photo above, a ‘hub’ was set up in St Paul’s and St George’s, Edinburgh, where the Primus, 
the General Secretary, and others including support technicians, were present. Everyone else connected to 
the hub and to a large zoom meeting room through a webpage on the provincial website. This set-up 
allowed participants to follow the live stream from the hub, and participate through discussion, questions 
and voting. This was all much easier to do than it sounds! The business for the day was limited, mostly 
focusing on those things necessary for the boards and committees of the church to continue to operate.  

The business included: 

- A call for the Church in Society Committee, working in conjunction with other bodies, to bring 
forward a programme of actions to general Synod 2021 to resource the SEC in working towards 
achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2030. 

- Related to this theme of addressing matters related to climate change, and encouraging the church 
to put its own house in order in a variety of matters relating to ethical living, the Synod discussed 
an interim report from the Ethical Investment Group. The call to the church was to be faithful to 
our spiritual and moral values under God, and wise stewards of financial resources entrusted to us. 

- The matter of safety in the church was considered in a variety of ways. There was a debate on 
Safeguarding and reports on work related to clergy conditions and time off. The convenor of the 
Personnel Committee reported on work related to bullying and harassment in the church. In his 
Charge, the Primus had made reference to the training that the College of Bishops had been 
engaged in relating to bullying, bias and racism. A policy statement that bullying in the church is 
unacceptable will be a starting point for all. 

- There was discussion on the revision of Canon 4, concerned with the election of bishops. The 

Review Group will be sending material for discussion to the diocesan synods in early 2021. 

For a more extensive report on proceedings, and links to the Primus’ Charge, and other major statements, 
see the link on the ‘News’ section of the provincial website. 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/synod-paves-way-to-net-zero-emissions-commitment/ 



New railings at All Saints, Buckie 

 
Canon Jeremy Paisey has sent pictures of the new railings at All Saints, Buckie. 
Those that know Buckie, and this church, will understand what an impact this 
improvement makes, not just to the church environment, but to Cluny Square where it is 
located. 
Canon Paisey says: ‘The cost, if there has been no increase in the cost of steel since the 
quotation was accepted, will be met in full from grants from the Town Centre Capital 
Fund (A Scottish Government Initiative administered by Moray Council), and from the 
Landfill Tax Grants Scheme administered by EB Scotland. We have received several 
complimentary comments from members of the local community on the improvement to 
the amenity of the Town’s Civic Square. 

 
Provincial Sunday Services will continue for the foreseeable future. 

 

Provincial Worship – Sunday 13 December – Advent 3  

11am: A	celebration	of	the	Eucharist,	led	by	Rt	Revd	Andrew	Swift,	Bishop	of	
Glasgow	and	Galloway.		
 

Provincial Worship – Sunday 20 December – Advent 4 

11am: A	celebration	of	the	Eucharist, led by the Rt Revd Ian Paton, Bishop of St 
Andrew’s, Dunkeld and Dunblane.  
 

7pm: Provincial Carol Service 
 

This newsletter comes as a PDF, 
and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 

The dates of next issues will be: 
 Wednesday 23 December (Christmas Issue) 

Wednesday 6 January (Epiphany Issue) 
I am always delighted to receive contributions, which could be news, poetry, history – 

whatever is interesting to you, and might be to others. 
Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 


