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From the Bishop 
 

Last Sunday St Mary’s, Inverurie, became the first of our churches to re-open for collective worship. 
Canon John Walker writes here about the experiences of the last months and the re-opening of the 
church. Further down, Alistair Mason reflects on life in Banff. 
 

 
 

The Church is not a building, it is a spiritual force for blessing. 
 
Early in the lockdown St Mary’s Inverurie initiated a Facebook page to facilitate communication within 
the congregation.  A couple of months in, someone posted a rainbow image which had already had more 
than two hundred thousand shares bearing the words “The church does not require a building in order 
to be the church.  What is required is love, compassion and the presence of God”  This and similar 
messages were frequently repeated to encourage us and inspire us to live faithfully in the absence of the 
opportunity to meet for worship.  My reaction at the time was “Yes, but”.  I left a comment as follows: 
“The writer is seeking to encourage us in our isolation by reminding us that God knows no barriers and is 
calling us to loving service as a mark of authentic faith. The English word ‘church’ comes from the Greek 
kuriakon ‘belonging to the Lord’ which interestingly was originally applied to church buildings. The New 
Testament word for church is ecclesia. This meant a gathering or assembly of people. The gospel accounts 
of the post Easter appearances are written in such a way as to remind us that the primary way that Christ  
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comes to his people is when they are gathered around the scriptures and the breaking of bread. Our 
inability to gather is a bigger handicap than the loss of sacred space (the building) but both are important.  
The Holy Spirit who brings the presence of Christ to us can compensate in part for this but the loss that 
we are experiencing is still significant.” 
     On Sunday, after careful preparation and with the agreement of the bishop, St Mary’s reopened for 
public worship after more than 120 days. We are offering the usual two services on Sundays and an extra 
midweek celebration at 6pm.  Around half of the congregation will have returned to worship by the end 
of this week.  Speaking to the church on Sunday in the light of the Gospel of the day and sharing the 
palpable joy of being together again I commented that the prolonged cessation of public worship seems 
to have resulted in a spiritual vacuum.  Arguably this has had an effect not just on ourselves but the 
communities around us. 
     Many if not most of us have made valuable discoveries of online and other resources which we will 
continue to draw on going forward.  Countless acts of service and kindness towards neighbours have 
been freely offered by millions.  What has been missing has been the church’s role in gathering publicly 
to worship God not just as a witness to but for and on behalf of the whole community.  Marginalised in 
society as we have become and increasingly under pressure from aggressive secularism we are vulnerable 
to 2nternalizing the view of the world around us that the church is not particularly important in the 
scheme of things.  Last Sunday’s gospel reminded us that the kingdom of God is treasure.  St Paul counsels 
us that ‘we have this treasure in earthen vessels’.  We tend to focus on the second part of his statement 
at the expense of the first.  As God’s people we share in the priestly ministry of Christ which is a blessing 
to the world.  This is not voided by our inability to meet but nor is it unaffected. 
     On our ‘Back to Church Sunday’ later in the day I commented on Facebook :  “Great to return to 
common worship today. To proclaim the victory of Christ over sin, sickness and death and to pray in, with 
and through Him for and on behalf of our communities and neighbours in these testing times.” 

Canon John Walker 
From the Bishop: 
Next week I will be on holiday, so there will be no newsletter.  
The next issue will be on Wednesday 12 August. 
 

 

This newsletter comes as a PDF, and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 
I would love to hear from you. 

Tell us what are doing with your time, what is helping you to pray and stay close to God, what is helping 
you to remain hopeful and faithful. Share with us your stories of remaining worshipping at home, or what 

it is like to return to church. 
Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 

 

Provincial services will continue for the foreseeable future. 
 

Provincial Worship – Thursday 30 July, Thursday 6 August 
6.30pm Service of the Word 

Provincial Worship – Sunday 2 August – Pentecost +8 

11am: The service will be led by the Most Revd Mark Strange, assisted by those who 
are part of the Provincial Youth Event, Glen. 

Provincial Worship – Sunday 9 August – Pentecost +9 

11am: The service will be led by the Rt Revd Andrew Swift from Dundee. 
 
7pm Sunday, light a candle, place it in your window, and pray for all affected by the 
coronavirus crisis. 



From Alistair Mason in Banff 
 

 
 

THOUGHTS AT A RIVERMOUTH 

The view from my window is of the river Deveron meeting the sea. The view changes as the 
minutes pass. It is a sandy bay, where you can see the tide at work. Patterns of sand come 
and go. Quite often there are sea mists, and then I can see water with no land beyond. The 
main features of this changing picture must have been the same for thousands of years, 
including the gulls.  

We find patterns in nature that speak to our own condition, and one familiar pattern is the 
river. Rivers begin as spirited little burns up in the hills, and become old and sedate on their 
way to the sea. And that is the end, they merge in the endless horizons of salt water. And 
somehow it has always seemed to me fitting to grow old at the mouth of a river. The 
Deveron has found the sea. 

I’m still not quite sure what Tennyson was thinking of when he wrote “And may there be no 
moaning of the bar / when I put out to sea”.  

There we are. Some of us, left to our own devices, have thoughts of mortality. I feel I ought 
to be able to report busy goodness finding new ways of being good. But I look again at the 
view from my window, and can see a pattern there, an old pattern.  

 


