
 
 

Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney 
Scottish Episcopal Church 

Newsletter – Wednesday 15 July 2020 
From the Bishop 

Churches open for worship. 
From today, 15 July, churches and other places 
can open for collective worship. However, as 
yet none of our churches are ready to do so. 
In many places plans are being made, and a 
couple of churches have received bishop’s 
consent to open for worship in August. Others 
will follow, but in some places clergy, vestry 
and people have decided to wait. This is right, 
as there is no risk-free way of regathering for 
worship. In every place the risks have to be 
assessed, by those offering worship, and by 
those deciding whether to come. What might 
work in one place may not work in another. 
And we must be determined not to forget 
those who cannot come but will remain at 
home.  
 

 

Re-turning to worship: introductory film 
The group advising the Province on the re-opening of churches has made a short film 
illustrating what will be required when we return to worship in church. This will be 
premiered tomorrow evening (16 July) at 6.30pm as part of the Provincial Service. A 
link to this can be found on the SEC website and Facebook page. 

continued on the next page… 
 

 

Provincial Worship – Thursday 16 July 
6.30pm Short service of prayer, and provincial film concerning returning to church 

Provincial Worship – Sunday 19 July – Pentecost 7 

11am: The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson, Bishop of Glasgow and Galloway, will lead a 
celebration of the Eucharist from Glasgow Cathedral. 
Find the links on the Scottish Episcopal Church website and Facebook page. 

7pm Sunday, light a candle, place it in your window, and pray for all affected by the 
coronavirus crisis. 

I am sending out a newsletter every week on a Wednesday. 
This newsletter comes as a PDF, and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 

I would love to hear from you – tell us what are doing with your time, what is helping you to pray and stay 
close to God, what is helping you to remain hopeful and faithful. 

Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 



Unprecedented times – a challenge to all in leadership 
How many times in the last weeks have you heard someone describe our circumstances as 
‘unprecedented’? None of us have lived through circumstances like this before. At every 
level of leadership, whether it is in the nation or the churches, those with responsibility to 
make decisions are under considerable pressure. We are making decisions about how we 
might return to something like normal life, while at the same time being concerned to 
protect us all from a virus we do not yet fully understand. Please be patient with us and 
pray for us. 
We come to church re-opening with different experiences of the virus. 
I know that some of you are very concerned indeed that we are re-opening too early. I 
understand your anxieties, which can be for yourself, but are often for loved ones who are 
particularly vulnerable to the virus. Others of you are impatient, of the opinion that we 
should never have closed. In the Body of Christ, in our churches, there are wide ranging 
opinions as to what we should do next. 

However, for some it is more personal than this. For those who have lost family 
members to Covid-19, for those who were not able to say goodbye or attend funerals, and 
for those living with the longer term effects of the virus, there is an experience that cannot 
easily be passed on to those who live in the parts of the diocese where there have been few 
cases. Alongside this are some of our clergy who have assisted bereaved families who have 
lost loved ones to the virus, and taken tiny funerals in difficult conditions. These personal 
experiences need to be understood and remembered as we make our plans to re-open. 

 

Phase 3 Worship ‘at-a-glance’ for the SEC: July 2020 

General Instruc ons During the Service Safe Holy Communion 

Numbers are limited based 
on distancing and a cap of 
50 for any size building. 

Avoid physical contact with 
fellow worshippers. Greet 
with smiles and waves only. 

Follow the 2m spacing signs 
and one way system (if one 
is marked). 

Welcomers wearing face 
coverings will greet and 
direct you. 

Use the single use orders of 
service or your personal 
copy of the service book. 

The priest will wear a face 
covering to distribute: you 
do not have to. 

You will be asked to leave 
a endance/contact details 
for “Test and Protect”. 

No collec on plate will be 
passed: place offerings in 
the plate left out. 

Receive communion in your 
hands standing in front of 
the priest. 

Keep 2m physical distancing 
at all mes in church: follow 
signs and markers. 

Use free sea ng star ng at 
the front. Households may 
sit together. 

Only bread will be distribut-
ed: no common cup to be 
shared. 

You may wear face cover-
ings in church but you do 
not have to. 

No: Congrega onal singing: 
Yes: Organ, worship band, 
recorded music or a soloist. 

Use hand sani ser before 
and after receiving com-
munion. 

Use the hand sani ser as 
you enter and leave the 
church buildings. 

At the end of the service 
leave carefully star ng from 
the back of the church. 

Come up for a non-contact 
blessing if you do not wish 
to receive. 

If you have any symptoms of Coronovirus DO NOT come to church: 
Self isolate, book a test and follow the “Test and Protect” instruc ons 



From Sheila McCreath – St John’s Aberdeen 

 


