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As we all know, some people are faring better
under lockdown than others. This week three
Scottish charities have been awarded a total of
£50,000 by the Scottish Episcopal Church to help
their work in alleviating some of the effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
The awards follow the decision at Standing
Committee to award £50,000 from the unspent
Child Poverty Fund from the 2019 budget, to
charities in Scotland working in areas/fields that
have been particularly affected by the crisis.
The Church in Society committee discussed
possible recipients, with a focus on child welfare,
and suggested that Aberlour Childcare Trust, in
particular its Covid-19 Urgent Assistance Fund, be
the primary beneficiary with an award of £20,000.
All committee members expressed concern over
the increase in domestic violence during this period
of lockdown, as noted by many organisations both
in Scotland and beyond, and recommended
Scottish Women’s Aid as a second recipient, with
an award of £15,000.
The committee also recognised that many people
are feeling worried or stressed about how the virus
is affecting lives in Scotland, and recommended the
Scottish Association for Mental Health as the third
recipient, also receiving £15,000.

Provincial Worship – Thursday 25 June
6.30pm Service of the Word
Provincial Worship – Sunday 28 June – Pentecost 4
11am: The Rt Revd Andrew Swift, Bishop of Brechin, will lead a celebration of the
Eucharist from St Paul’s Cathedral, Dundee.
Find the links on the Scottish Episcopal Church website and Facebook page.
7pm Sunday, light a candle, place it in your window, and pray for all affected by the
coronavirus crisis.
I am sending out a newsletter every week on a Wednesday.
This newsletter comes as a PDF, and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website.
I would love to hear from you – tell us what are doing with your time, what is helping you to pray and stay
close to God, what is helping you to remain hopeful and faithful.
Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org

James Ramsay (1733-1789),
Anglican priest and leading abolitionist
From: Stuart Donald, Honorary Archivist for the Diocese of
Aberdeen & Orkney
James Ramsay was born in Fraserburgh the son of William
Ramsay, ship’s carpenter and his wife, Margaret Ogilvie, on
25th July 1733. He was firstly apprenticed to a local surgeon
and then attended King’s College, Aberdeen from 1750
graduating Master of Arts in 1753. He finished his surgical
training in London under the tutelage of Dr George
Macaulay.
He entered the Navy in 1757 and was posted as surgeon
aboard a vessel bound for the West Indies. The ship
intercepted a British slave ship, and on boarding the vessel,
Ramsay discovered over 100 slaves in the most appalling
conditions. This event had a lasting effect on Ramsay and
later in an accident, he fractured his thigh bone and was
disqualified from further Navy service.
In July 1761, Ramsay left the Navy to take holy orders and was priested in the Anglican Church in
November of that year by Thomas Hayter, Bishop of London.. At his own choice he was sent to the Island
of St Kitts in the West Indies to minister amongst the slaves and was appointed to St John’s Capisterre in
1762. Ramsay set out welcoming both black and white parishioners into his church, with the aim of
converting the slaves to Christianity. He offered free medical care where there was need and became
appointed to several plantations as surgeon on the island where he was able to see first-hand the
conditions under which the slaves laboured, becoming convinced of the need to improve their
conditions. He became involved in local government but was the subject of much antagonism and
personal attack from the planters who resented his interference.
He left St Kitts exhausted by the continuing conflict and returned to Britain where he was involved with
slavery issues. Ramsay started to write and produced several treatises on the need for the betterment of
conditions for the slaves. He became part of a very influential group of politicians, philanthropists and
churchmen publishing accounts illustrating the horrors of the slave trade.
Ramsay met with Pitt the Younger, Prime Minister and William Wilberforce in 1783 and played a
significant part in the formation of the Committee for Abolition of the African Slave Trade. James
Ramsay was hugely influential in the growing anti-slavery movement. Unfortunately, he did not live to
see the fruition of his work and died in July 1789.
His Legacy:
‘His enemies acknowledged his exemplary
qualities whilst deploring his writings; and
the abolition of the British Slave trade in
1807 probably owed more to James
Ramsay’s personal integrity, ethical
arguments and constructive proposals
than to any other influence’
In a newspaper article, mention was
also made of James Beattie a local boy
born in Laurencekirk who also joined
forces with William Wilberforce. Beattie’s
influence grew apace and Aberdeenshire
became a centre for abolitionist
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enlightenment.

