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The Scottish Government has published a 
route map for easing the coronavirus 
restrictions. The route map has four stages. 
It is expected that we might enter Phase 2 
the weekend after this.  
   In Phase 2, churches might be opened for 
individual (private) prayer and funerals.  
The Scottish Episcopal Church will publish 
guidelines for Phase 2 this week, to enable 
vestries to make preparations for this 
limited reopening, should they wish to take 
this step. 
   As we all know, no change is risk free. 
Vestries will have to decide whether or not 
to open their church, having spent time 
considering the risk and health and safety 
issues. 
   Each Vestry will be required to set out 
the plan for reopening and discuss this 
with me. When we are all content that the  

 

 

plan follows the guidelines, I will give consent to the re-opening. 
   No church will be required to open. No person (clergy, lay-reader or volunteer) will be 
required to participate in any activities that might put them, or a family member, at risk.  
Where churches do not have sufficient resources (people, time) to manage the 
organization and hygiene around re-opening, I will encourage them to remain closed.  
   For some change will not come quickly enough, for others, even small changes will 
bring great risks. We will do all things carefully, in consultation, accompanied by prayer. 

 
 

 

Provincial Worship – Thursday 11 June 
6.30pm Service of the Word 

Provincial Worship – Sunday 14 June – Pentecost 2 

11am: The Most Revd Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross and Caithness, and Primus 
will lead a celebration of the Eucharist from Arpafeelie. 
Find the links on the Scottish Episcopal Church website and Facebook page. 

7pm Sunday, light a candle, place it in your window, and pray for all affected by the 
coronavirus crisis. 



Psalm of Lament for Present Times (for two voices) 

I sought the LORD and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears     (Ps 34) 

Voice 1 

I asked, 
God, why have you deserted us? 
Our world is in turmoil  
We are in despair waiting for the next disaster. 
We have suffered floods, fire, famine, war and pestilence. 
We do not know which way to turn. 
You promised to care for us and protect us but we cannot find you. 
What can we do? 
How can we restore our world? 
And God said, 

 
Voice 2 

I created a beautiful world, with everything that was needed for all living things to survive and 
flourish. 
I designed it so that it would be self-renewing, 
and I gave humankind the responsibility to look after it.  
But you have destroyed so much in your greed. 
You have cut down the forests, you have polluted the clean air, you have poisoned the oceans, 
and hunted animals to extinction. 
You have made war against each other and driven people out of their lands in your quest for 
power, leaving them homeless and suffering. 
I sent my messengers to warn you of the disasters you were creating but you ignored them. 
I inspired children to plead for a better world for their future but you did not listen. 
But I never deserted you. 
I have been there through all the disasters, showing my love through the people who have 
worked to protect the natural environments, who have cared for those who are suffering even 
when they put their own lives in danger and who have looked after the vulnerable in our 
societies, without expecting recompense. 
You are my children and I will always be with you. 
 

Voice 1 
I left my lonely room and went into my garden. 
I looked up and saw the blue sky and the green trees. I heard the birds singing and the sheep 
calling to their lambs.  I felt the presence of God all around, and I heard his voice…… 
 

Voice 2 
I am here. All will be well. 

Alma Lewis, Lay-reader, St Colman’s, Burravoe 

 



 

By Dave Walker, as published in the Church Times. 

 

 

 

I am sending out a newsletter every week on a Wednesday. 
This newsletter comes as. PDF, and an on-line copy can be read on the Diocesan website. 
The editions for previous weeks can be found there – look in the News section on the front page. 
 
I would love to hear from you – tell us what are doing with your time, what is helping you to pray and 
stay close to God, what is helping you to remain hopeful and faithful. 
 
A number of you are writing poems and prose – these writings would be very welcome. 
 
Tell us about new hobbies or crafts, if you are learning or discovering something new. 
 
As we begin to consider re-opening churches again – tell us what you think and feel about this. 
 
Have you learnt or experienced something in lockdown, about church or God, that you hope will 
remain as restrictions are relaxed? 
 
Please send your news to me at : bishopanne@aberdeen.anglican.org 


