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ORDINATIONS TO THE DIACONATE
Bishop Anne writes:
On Saturday 28 September at 3pm new deacons will be ordained in St Andrew’s
Cathedral to serve in this diocese. After a few years with no ordinations to the
diaconate, now three come along at once.
Mike Blake will be ordained deacon to serve half time at St Andrew’s, Alford in a bivocation ministry. This means that Mike will have a stipend for half of his week, and
for the other half will be in regular employment. Mike is the first such bi-vocational
curate in the Province.
Jenny Holden will be ordained to serve as full-time stipendiary curate at St John’s,
Aberdeen. Jenny’s stipend will be paid half by the Charge and half through a Provincial
grant.
Both Mike and Jenny have been selected and trained for priestly ministry as
incumbents, so the next step for them should be ordination as priests in 2020. Both
will be serving in Charges where they will be exercising a significant leadership role.
Whatever ministries they might be called to in the future, they will remember that they
are first of all, and always will be, servants. As curates (first deacons and then priests)
they will be able to lead services with reserved sacrament.
Jean Souter will be ordained to serve as a non-stipendiary vocational deacon.
Vocational deacons are appearing across the Anglican Communion, and by the end of
September there will be around ten in the Province. Jean will be the first to serve in
this way in Aberdeen and Orkney. Vocational (or permanent) deacons are associated
with the bishop of a diocese, and his or her leading of mission. As bishop I will place
Jean into situations where she can help churches connect with their communities,
especially through exploring what the Gospel of Jesus Christ means in a particular
context. Each placement might last one or two years, and then Jean will be moved on.
Vocational deacons do not lead services including the reserved sacrament, rather they
are present in worship to assist a bishop or priest.
I encourage you all to pray for Mike, Jenny and Jean as they take up these ministries.
You are very welcome to be present with us at the Cathedral for the ordinations on
28 September.
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Mike, Jenny and Jean reflect on their journey to ordination on Pages 4 and 5.

Friday 27 September, 10:30-12:30
All are welcome to join us at
the Diocesan Office:
Marischal College, Broad Street,
Aberdeen, AB10 1YS
Donations to Macmillan Cancer Support

Very Rev’d Dr Emsley Nimmo

CELEBRATING MILESTONES FOR OUR CLERGY

Emsley celebrates 40
years
since
his
ordination
to
the
priesthood, and has
served as Rector of
St Margaret’s Church,
Aberdeen since 1990.

25 years since the first
female ordinations to the Priesthood
This year marks 25 years since the first female ordinations
to the priesthood took place.
This milestone is to be marked at a provincial event held
at St Ninian’s Cathedral in Perth on Saturday 14 December
at 2:00pm, and all are welcome to attend.

Emsley was made Dean
Emeritus of the Diocese
by Bishop Anne at the Choral Festival in June in
recognition of his service as the Dean of the
Diocese.

Mother Mary Agnes
Mother Mary Agnes of the Society of Our Lady
of the Isles (SOLI) in Shetland celebrates 50
years since she took her life vows. She moved
to Shetland 35 years ago in 1984 to set up SOLI,
which was founded in 1987.

Rev’d Ian Ferguson
Ian celebrates 40 years
since his ordination to
the Priesthood. He has
served in the Diocese as
the Rector in Westhill
since 1982.
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Bishop Bruce Cameron, then Bishop of the Diocese of
Aberdeen and Orkney, with the eight women who were
ordained to the priesthood at St Andrew's Cathedral
Aberdeen in December 1994.
Back row from left: Jane Burchill, Margaret Eaton,
Ruth Edwards, Dorrie Firmin. Front row: Kate Gibson,
Anne James, Cilla McKenzie and Joan Shepherd.

Rev’d Robert Spencer
Bob
celebrates
25 years since his
ordination to the
Priesthood.
He
serves
as
a
member of the
ministry team in
Ellon, and has also
looked
after
St Matthew’s congregation in Oldmeldrum for
the last ten years.
Bob is pictured here with the Rev’d Dr Dennis
Berk as he celebrated this milestone in Ellon.

Rev’d Canon John Walker
John celebrates 40 years
since his ordination to
the Priesthood. John is
currently Rector of the
Donside
Group
of
Churches in Inverurie,
Kemnay, Auchindoir and
Whiterashes, where he
has served since 2005.

Three of the clergy ordained in the service 25 years ago
remain in the diocese. Congratulations to Ruth Edwards,
Kate Gibson and Anne James.

Bishop Anne Dyer
Bishop Anne celebrated 25
years since her ordination to
the priesthood in a service at
our Cathedral on 29 May. She
was one of the first woman to
be ordained priest in the
Diocese of Rochester. and
was the first female Bishop of
the Scottish Episcopal Church
in 2018.

I was baptised at St. Devenick’s
on March 24, 1963 as a baby as
Louise
Mary
Dightam,
daughter of John and Elaine
Dightam. My mother still remembers the people at S.
Devenick’s being very friendly. My parents came from
Yorkshire and lived for a time in Cults and then Banchory
while my (late) father worked in Scottish television. In
1966 we emigrated to Toronto, Canada where I still live.
I am reaching out because I recently pulled out my
baptismal certificate to complete my application for
postulancy for ordination as a priest in the Anglican
Church of Canada in the Diocese of Toronto. I went online
to see where I was baptised and felt right away that I
would be at home in your church. I reflected that in 1963
no-one would have imagined that the baby girl at the font
might be seeking ordination one day in the future!
Anyway, I wonder if you might pray for me as I prepare
for my postulancy interviews on 22 May – there are a
number of us being interviewed, and limited spaces. It
would mean a lot to me to know that the church that
started me on my journey as a disciple of Jesus was
holding me in prayer.
Wishing you every blessing this Easter. The people of
St Devenick’s will be in my prayers.
Peace,
Louise Simos
St Devenick’s Church took Louise’s request to heart and
prayed for her, especially on 22 May, and received this
follow-up email:
I am excited, humbled and not a little overwhelmed to
share that I have been selected as one of six postulants
for ordination in the Anglican Diocese of Toronto. Now
begins a two-year formation and mutual discernment
process which may, God willing, result in ordination as
transitional deacon and then priest. The diocese
encompasses some 200 parishes, urban, suburban and
rural, in Toronto and the surrounding communities.
Thank you for your prayers from across the ocean! I am
looking forward to the next steps in my postulancy – I will
be placed in a parish to serve on Sundays, and there are
various learning activities and screenings to work
through.
Thank you for your prayers. May God bless your ministry,
and perhaps one day I will be there to visit!
Louise

The Bishop of Connecticut and the Bishop of
Aberdeen and Orkney are pleased to announce
their nominations for canons to each other’s
cathedrals.

The Revd Rebekah Hatch (pictured left) has been
nominated by Bishop Ian Douglas to be a canon
of St Andrew’s Cathedral Aberdeen. In making
this nomination Bishop Ian said:
‘The Revd Rebekah Hatch is an active, wise
and energetic young clergy person who will
represent Christ Church Cathedral and the
Episcopal Church in Connecticut with joy and
distinction. ‘
The Revd Lynsay Downs (pictured right) has been
nominated by Bishop Anne to be a canon of Christ
Church Cathedral, Hartford. In making this
nomination Bishop Anne said:
‘I am very pleased to nominate Lynsay to
represent our diocese to Connecticut. Lynsay
is an experienced priest with a particular
interest in enabling churches to better
respond to neuro-diversity, for example
autism. Many churches in this diocese are
concerned with the inclusion in worship and
church life of those with various disabilities.
Lynsay will be look forward to sharing some of
what we are learning in Connecticut.’

CELEBRATING RELATIONSHIPS ACROSS THE OCEAN

It is wonderful what comes to you via your church
website. This message was received by St Devenick’s
Church, Bieldside:
Dear People of St Devenick’s,
I hope you don't mind me
reaching out to you to ask for
your prayers from my home
here in Toronto, Canada.

These nominations have been accepted, and the
bishops look forward to installing the new
canons in their cathedrals in due course.

Harvest is upon us, the fields stand rich with
corn and your magazine is rich with words and
photos from across the Diocese. Thank you all.
It has been a joy to struggle to fit it all together.
Heartened by your response for news and views, we
hope to enhance the presentation over the coming issues
– your pictures will help this process so please keep news
and pictures coming. The deadline for the Christmas
edition will be Friday 29 November.
Our intent is to have something for everybody, for the
experiences of one congregation to spark developments
elsewhere and foster a sense of belonging among us all.
Michael
mahprice20@gmail.com

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ORDINANDS

Mike Blake, who will serve at St Andrew’s Church, Alford, writes:
Completion of years 1 to 3 of the SEI study
programme in theology, mission and ministry
and a recommendation to proceed to ordination
gave rise to a heartfelt sigh of relief that the
writing was over for now at least – then came
the quiet editor’s request if I wouldn’t mind,
would I submit a piece for the autumn edition of
Northern Light? The commissioning guidance for
this little article went along the lines of “a few
words on who you are (probably my least
favourite topic of conversation), your journey to
training (long), your experience during training
(facing up to academic humanities after a
lifetime of practical engineering …how long do I
have?) and hopes for the future (…?)
Who am I? Like most folk a collection of pieces
that make a whole I guess – a part time husband
but only because I never seem to have learned
the trick of finding work close to where I live and
have travelled the world in pursuit of a wage; a
part time father of two but only because they
now seem to have found their own roosts and
only return to the home nest for celebrations
and festivals, which is fun; a part time
grandfather but only because son and daughterin-law seem to have an unreasonable view that
monopolisation of the brightest, cutest, button
by granny and grand-da might not be the best
option for their daughter; a part time engineer
with the view that there are no problems, just
solutions not yet developed but only because
I’m also a part time hobby-farmer, devotee of
John Seymour and a part time pest controller
because it’s interesting and I get to meet lots of
different folk all over the region. Binding all
these part time activities is a full time
appreciative believer that through the grace of
God and the actions of His Son, salvation has
been freely given to all of creation and that the

Holy Spirit prompts, guides,
enables and empowers us all
to play a part in the coming of
His Kingdom on earth.
My journey to training? The
Beatles song “The long and
winding road” is probably the
best summary of my journey
thus far. The curves and
corners along my road have
taken me from house group leader, to church officer onboard HM submarines, to house church facilitator, to
founding member of a large Scottish Christian
conference organisation, to licensed lay reader, to SEI
student and now to curate and, looking forward, priest
in the Scottish Episcopal Church. Plenty of wynds but no
cul-de-sacs and definitely not a maze with dead ends
and confusion. Each turn in the road has opened up new
views and vistas of opportunity, and although there
have been bitter-sweet moments as my traveling this
road has taken me round a curve and the view behind
dropped away, the excitement of the journey has
always been with me.
Training experiences? Marked by the patience of the
teaching staff in attempting to encourage my
compliance with the required referencing methodology
whilst still graciously marking my efforts and all the time
gently bringing together the bits of past knowledge,
new understanding and questioning still to find
answers, much as the frame brings all the reds together
on the a snooker table before starting out on a break of
147. And stretching that analogy a bit further – Hopes
for the Future might be expressed as taking the shots
that lie on the table before me – some straight to the
pocket, some difficult angles and some requiring back
spin to avoid the cue ball follow-in, but all possibilities in
building the frame score of helping the Christian
community draw close to God, to love one another and
to be held in favour by all around them.

Mike, Jenny and Jean will be ordained Deacon
by Bishop Anne at St Andrew’s Cathedral, Aberdeen

Saturday 28 September at 3:00pm
All are welcome to attend.
Please keep Mike, Jenny and Jean in your prayers
as they prepare for Ordination.

Jenny Holden, who will serve at St John’s Church, Aberdeen, writes:
I first felt a call to ordination in a school laboratory aged
seventeen as I was considering final university choices.
I remember being nudged to think that maybe I should
change my choice to Theology and seek ordination. I
didn’t act on this at the time, but the idea was never too
far from my mind. It’s interesting that in the choices and
places life has taken me between then and now, the
path to ordination was never totally closed off …
I arrived in Aberdeen in 2012 for a job as a researcher at
the University of Aberdeen following work in Munich,
Zambia and London. I immediately felt at home in
Scotland and in the Scottish Episcopal Church, with St
Ninian’s Aberdeen being my sending church. I was
baptised in the United Reformed Church in
Northamptonshire and was confirmed in the Church of
England in my teens as an expression of my own
personal faith. I attended university in London, ending
up with a degree in Geography from the School of
Oriental and African Studies and a PhD in Environmental
Hazards from King’s College London (with fieldwork in
Lusaka, the capital of Zambia).
I’ve spent the past three years living in Edinburgh
studying full-time for stipendiary ministry as a priest in
the SEC. I’ve been lucky enough to be supported by the
SEC through the Scottish Episcopal Institute (SEI)
training fund (including funds from the Bishop’s Lent
Appeal in 2016). I have studied concurrently for a
Masters in Divinity at New College, University of
Edinburgh and at the SEI. My ministry placements have
taken me from Leith Docks (workplace chaplaincy) to
the United States of America (August term at Virginia

Theological Seminary), from
rural ministry in the Borders
(St Andrew’s Kelso) to new
forms of church alongside
traditional
Anglo-Catholic
ministry (St Margaret of
Scotland and Mustard Seed,
Leith). I’ve had the privilege
of going on annual study
tours with Church of Scotland ministry candidates,
exploring the history and faith of the Holy Land, Rome
and Reformation sites in Germany and the Czech
Republic. I’ve explored many subjects including music
and parables, New Testament Greek, food and
community in Christianity, the role of place and space in
ministry and the theology of confirmation in the SEC. All
this has challenged and deepened my own faith,
deepening my love and understanding of Jesus and led
to new and renewed encounters with the different
aspects of God and faith.
I’m looking forward to re-acquainting myself with
Aberdeen, the coast, coffee and seeing what has and
has not changed in the past three years. I’m looking
forward to curacy with excitement, but aware of its
challenges and privilege. However, God has been with
me these past three years, they have been far better
than I expected, I have grown in my faith so much and I
hope this continues as I begin ordained life as part of
the Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney and alongside the
people of St John’s.

Jean Souter, who will serve as Deacon to the Bishop in Aberdeen writes:
The journey to my ordination has been very interesting,
rewarding, challenging and a bit of a roller-coaster.
I was baptised in St Mary’s and St Peter’s Episcopal
Church in Montrose. Our family moved to Aberdeen in
1958 and my sister and I went to Sunday school at St
James at Holburn junction. I did not get confirmed till
later on in life.
It was not until my late thirties that I felt a call to
ordination but due to my husband’s ill health at the time
did not pursue my call.
I ran my own business as a complementary therapist for
twenty years and during this time my call and faith
became stronger.
I have attended St Thomas church in Aboyne and
latterly Christ Church in Kincardine-o-Neil.
I decided to listen to my call to ordination and went to
Aberdeen University and started a BD in Divinity in 2012.
I graduated with honours in 2016. I continued my
studies part time for the next two years and completed
a MTh Masters in Ministry Studies and graduated in
November 2018.
In September 2017 I started my two year training with
the SEI.
My first ministry placement was on

bereavement and I combined
this with my dissertation for my
Masters which was called,
‘Who cares for the bereaved.’
I learnt a great deal from the
funeral directors and everyone
involved in the bereavement
process.
My second placement was at
St Andrew’s Cathedral where I learnt the discipline of
Cathedral worship. One of my goals was to develop a
Healing Service which could be used once I had finished
my placement. This I really enjoyed.
Unfortunately I was diagnosed with cancer in January
2019 and had to cut short my placement. My friends
and colleagues at SEI held an all-night prayer vigil for
me. My own family and my Cathedral family were all
praying for me and I felt as if I was being rocked in a
cradle. I definitely knew the power of prayer and that
God was with me every step of the way of my recovery.
I have enjoyed my training and meeting new people,
who have not only become colleagues but good loving
friends. I am now looking forward to the next step on
my journey to my ordination and service to the Lord.

Caf4e Community, Aberdeen
Ignite is a new prayer initiative by Caf4e
Christian Community with the aim of gathering
the churches in the Bridge of Don to pray once a
month for our communities, family members
and friends and the churches with opportunity
to worship from 1 to 60pm. The next event will
take place on Saturday 19 October.
These open days of prayer and worship will
include corporate and silent prayers and the
opportunities to engage with prayer stations as
we are ignited to pray together and listen
together to God.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

St Margaret’s Church, Aberdeen

Saturday August 3rd saw the 26th Gallowgate
Festival at St Margaret’s. This event was
opened by Provost Barney Crockett. The piper
was Norman Fiddes and, in the picture too are
the Rector, Fr. Emsley Nimmo and deputy
lieutenant, Alison Skene.
It was, once again, a joyous occasion where
St Margaret’s congregation was able to
welcome members of the local community as
well as people who had travelled from further
afield and members of other churches too. This
event has the added benefit of raising much
needed funds and this year we were glad to
realise in excess of £3,000.
Of course much hard work has to go into a
successful event and this year’s was no
exception. The weather stayed dry and so the
stalls outside were proof of the efforts of the
various stall holders who had gathered as much
as they could to sell as well as stalls where there
were fun activities helping to raise yet more
money. The hall was buzzing with entertainers,
chatting and good food and drink to enjoy.
The Church was open and many took the
opportunity to step inside and admire the
beauty of the building. Some were interested in
the architecture but many seemed moved by
the surroundings and atmosphere and wanting
to spend time silently with their own thoughts.
Once again the garden was giving a lot of
pleasure and, for those who had not discovered

it before, astonishment at finding such colour and scent
in the middle of the city.
Yes, there was a lot of hard work for weeks before the
Festival and yes we were delighted to have made some
money BUT what really delighted us all was that we had
the opportunity to do what we feel we are being called
to do in the Gallowgate – we stepped outside of our
building to be part of the community and were rewarded
by the chance to meet old friends and make some new
ones. We heard many of their stories and we hope we
were able to demonstrate that hospitality and sense of
community are at the essence of what we are about.
Carole Phelan

St Ternan’s Church, Banchory

On Saturday 27th July members of St Ternan’s church
choir came together for a lunch to celebrate the long
service given by Arthur White as a tenor voice in the choir.
Arthur was joined by his wife Betty who has supported
him throughout the many years since Arthur began
choral singing.
Arthur first joined St Ternan’s choir in 1976 leaving in 1981
for pastures new further south in West Linton. In 2005
the family returned to Banchory and Arthur re-joined the
choir continuing as a faithful member until his recent
retirement.
Everyone enjoyed the retirement occasion hugely and
reasons are being sought for a repeat lunch in the not too
distant future!
Jinty McPherson

St Andrew’s Church, Banff

A picture from Bishop Anne’s visit to St Andrew’s Church.
After the service we had lunch at the Fife Lodge where
we were joined by friends and family.

St Devenick’s Church, Bieldside
Vee
Pinto
and
Elizabeth McAlpine
with Bishop Anne
after
their
confirmation on 11
August. The banner
behind them has a
candle for everyone
confirmed at St Devenick's since 2000.

All in all, a thoroughly ecumenical summer and we count
ourselves fortunate that we have so many opportunities
to join with other churches to worship and learn.
Alma Lewis

St Luke’s Church, Cuminestown

Vee has been selected for training as a Church Army
Evangelist and we hold her in our prayers as she begins
two years of training on 21 September.
June MacCormack

St Colman’s Church, Burravoe
Church life has been busy this summer. Most of our
congregation went to a ceremony in St Magnus, Lerwick
in support of one of our members who was being
confirmed with three others by Bishop Anne.
Then an invitation was received to the dedication of the
smallest chapel on Unst in the garden of Anne and Peter
Dobbing, of the Old Post office at Gutcher ferry terminal,
just big enough to seat one—an ecumenical chapel for
use by all faiths and everyone of good will. The
Dedication by Father Ambrose from St Margaret’s R. C.
Church in Lerwick was attended by representatives of
many Shetland churches.

Members of St Luke’s Church, Cuminestown continue in
their efforts to become Dementia Friendly, supporting
the Turriff and Banff Alzheimer Scotland support group,
knitting Twiddle Muffs and raising money. It is an appeal
close to their hearts following the loss of a much loved
member of St Luke’s to Alzheimers a few years ago.

The end of June saw St Colman’s hold our annual
‘Celebration of Creation’ (aka Flower Festival) when all
our usual supporters from churches in Yell along with the
choir of St Magnus made a large congregation.

The Church of St Mary-on-theRock is fortunate to have in its
grounds a very special statue of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and on
the 15th August an ecumenical
group of 48 people gathered at
this statue for a service of Marian
prayers.

On 21st July, a Memorial Service was held to
commemorate the 1881 Disaster when 56 local fishermen
lost their lives in a storm. Descendants of some of those
lost took an active part in the service taken by the Revd
Frances Henderson in the Cullivoe Church of Scotland,
finishing at the memorial overlooking the location of the
disaster. A poignant occasion, it was a reminder of the
dangers of the fishing industry.
August saw a visit from Bishop Anne with a
congregational day of workshops for St Magnus and St
Colman’s; very well attended, satisfaction was expressed
that much had been learned. Subjects covered: Bible
readings, pastoral listening and talking about Jesus.
Bishop Anne also preached at St Colman’s on Sunday.
A retreat was the held for readers and Clergy on the
island from Monday to Wednesday to which clergy and
lay-readers from Orkney joined. The retreat was led by
Rev’d Graham Booth of the Glebe, Fetlar and was much
appreciated, culminating in a ‘Celebration of Ministry’
with Bishop Anne presiding and preaching. Clergy from
other Shetland denominations joined for the Eucharist
and lunch in the church hall. Catering for the three days
was by St Magnus’ members who are due thanks for the
delicious food and good humour!

St Mary-on-the-Rock, Ellon

Commissioned in the 19th
century by Alexander Gordon of
Ellon Castle, this sandstone statue of Our Lady originally
stood in the copse behind St Mary’s Church. Later the
statue was acquired by the Benedictine monks at Fort
Augustus Abbey, where it resided for more than a
century. Upon the closure of that monastery Gerald
Stranraer-Mull requested that the statue return to its
original home in Ellon. As a result, in 2000 the statue was
brought back to Ellon and placed at the end of the north
drive in Saint Mary’s Churchyard. For many decades the
Episcopalian and Roman Catholic faithful have prayed at
Our Lady of Ellon, thereby making this particular statue
an ecumenical focus for religious devotion.
Therefore it seemed especially appropriate to celebrate
the Blessed Mother on her feast day in mid-August.
Although the wind was blustery, the day was dry and
bright. As the afternoon sun shone down and provided
natural illumination for Our Lady, Father Patrick of Ellon’s
Roman Catholic Church preached a sermon entitled
“Mary: a channel of God’s grace.” Inspired by his
Continues Overleaf

edifying words, we were challenged to go out
into the communities in which we live and work
and to be channels whereby God’s grace is
extended to those all around us. But before we
ventured forth to engage in works of Christian
service, we were fortified with a cuppa and a
selection of cakes served in the hall.
Rev’d Dr Dennis Berk

MORE NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

St Anne’s Church, Kemnay

New Mother’s Union Members
At a mid-week
Eucharist on 14th
August,
three
women joined the
Mother’s Union.
The Revd Carole
Fox, branch leader
at St Mary-on-theRock, in Ellon,
joined the Revd Dr
Dennis Berk in admitting these new members. Seated in
front of the two clergy are this branch’s newest
additions: Helen Buswell, Maureen Dean, and Morag
MacPherson.

85 Years’ service to the Church!
St Anne’s Church in Kemnay have again hosted
a home-grown produce exchange during July
and August, as locals gather to exchange their
home-grown products and enjoy refreshments
and fellowship together.

St Mary’s Church, Stromness
Marking the centenary
of the scuttling of the
German fleet in Scapa
Flow, the theme of this
year’s
St
Magnus
International Festival in
June was Peace and
Reconciliation.
Terry
Waite, much respected
peace envoy and writer,
gave a riveting sold-out
lecture on the subject
and reflected on his
experience as a captive
in Lebanon for nearly five years in the 1980s.
The following day he came to St Mary’s for our
usual Thursday morning prayer and meditation,
which is always followed by lively discussion.
The conversation was particularly spirited that
day as we considered the particular challenges
of peace in Israel/Palestine. One of our
members had just returned from a tour of
women’s projects in the West Bank sponsored
by the Amos Trust.
What a privilege it was to have Terry Waite visit
St Mary’s and enter so heartily into our
discernment of what we can do to work for
justice, peace and reconciliation, both at home
and abroad.
Rev’d Canon Tom Miller

Cyril Whitaker’s proud boast is that
he had served the church man and
boy for nearly 85 years! He was
born at Goole in 1923 and came to
Aberdeen in the 1940s when
training for a sea-going War Service
against the German Navy! He met
Margaret, who worked in the Coop
Baker in Mounthooly near his digs
during his training exercises and
they were married in St Andrew’s
Cathedral, both committed to life
long membership. The couple had
two children John (now in Canada) and Ann (now in
Australia). Recently, ‘Whit’ was made a widower through
the sadness of Margaret’s dementia, but he keeps on
going, having just gained his driving licence for another
three years!
In civvy street he became an office administrator and
spent many years at Sandilands Chemical Works and later
at Aberdeen University Press.
A man of many parts, he has been a Cathedral Trustee,
Property Convener, served on many committees notably
the Property Committee, and contributed much to
Diocesan life including a spell as a volunteer in the
Diocesan Archives at Mastrick! He also ran a taxi service
for those without cars in his home vicinity to take them
to Church on a Sunday but has now decided to take
things a bit easier.
His decision to retire from active cathedral life was not
taken easily, but needs must … He loves driving and
when the spirit moves him, still takes the odd 100 mile
trip, just to see what’s happening in another town? Cyril
…Lang may yer lum reek!
Stuart Donald
A note from the Editorial Team:
Do you have members within your congregation who
deserve recognition for service within or outwith of church
life? If so, please let us know via the Diocesan office so that
these stories can be shared.

Christ Church, Kincardine O’Neil looks forwards and upwards
Kincardine O’Neil is sandwiched between the muchlarger settlements of Banchory (9 miles) and Aboyne (5
miles). All three have Scottish Episcopal churches.
In 1977 the last resident Rector of Christ Church,
Kincardine O’Neil died and we entered a joint charge with
our neighbours at St Ternan’s, Banchory. Essentially we
had entered a holding pattern which is all very well for
the existing members but as we drop off our perches we
were doing nothing to secure our longer-term future. So,
while this worked administratively, with the rector
resident in Banchory and its much larger congregation
we felt we didn’t get the attention we needed if we were
to grow our congregation and thus survive.
In 2006, during a vacancy at St Ternan’s, we thought we’d
try something different and acquired our own House for
Duty Priest. Rev’d Marie Rostvik was a Norwegian
Lutheran pastor resident in Houston, Texas and her
husband was being posted to Aberdeen. Under the
Porvoo agreement Lutherans can serve in the SEC. Sadly
Marie was with us for only 18 months before her husband
was posted to Norway. During that time, however, she
proved that the idea of having our own pastor, resident
in the village, could work. The weekly attendance had
grown by 25% and Marie was beginning to become a
known figure in the village.
The experience gave us confidence that there was an
alternative to the usual pattern of retrenchment and
amalgamation.
After Marie’s departure we reverted, for a while, to the
shared arrangement with St. Ternan’s we’d had
previously. In 2010 we found a second House-for-Duty
Priest who stayed for 2 years.
In 2014, after another shared period we were lucky
enough to get a share of a curate, Dr. David Greenwood,
who came to live in Kincardine O’Neil. The following year
David was made a deacon and then ordained. We always
felt it was vital that we should have our pastor/priest
resident in Kincardine O’Neil and David and his family
showed us why. They participated in a great many things
– his wife was soon seen wielding the Lollipop for the
School Patrol. Non-churchgoers in the village began to
get to know them and some even sought David’s counsel.
David and his family were just the sort of pastor we
wanted so, a year before his curacy was due to end, we
asked our congregation if they would support funding
him on a full stipend. It was a forlorn hope but we felt we
had to try or we would forever regret not having done so.
The money was promised and we kept David.
All good things come to an end and the Greenwoods
returned to the USA in November 2018 to secure their
children’s education. They left us in good heart. When he
arrived David had been advised, by persons unknown,
that he couldn’t hope to grow a church without ripping
out the pews and installing video screens and a drum kit.
David ignored this and remained a supporter of more-

traditional worship. Suffice it to say that the number of
communions taken rose by 70% over the four years he
was with us. He left us in good heart and with a plan for
the future.
That plan includes a church hall. Those of you who know
Christ Church will know that it is just that, a church
building with the tiniest of vestries. No loos, no hall, little
storage, nowhere comfortably to meet or have coffee
and no loos, did I mention that?
Designs for our hall are entering what we hope are the
late stages. Unfortunately our council’s Planners and
Built Heritage Officer are keen to see us build a modern
style building with a roof that would be expensive to
construct and far more costly to maintain that a simple
pitched roofed hall. Many churches are already burdened
with ambitious designs from yesteryear, who doesn’t pity
any church with an enormous steeple or tower to
maintain, so we are reluctant to lumber Christ Church
with hall that will cost more than it need to maintain. We
are hopeful that we can persuade the council of our longterm thinking.
A decent church hall will also be a benefit to the
community offering a small, easy-to-heat room when the
alternative is a large and often bitterly cold village hall.
We have already secured over 60% of our project budget
and a fund-raising concert, given by members of the
congregation in June, raised nearly £3,000. If you want to
contribute we’d be delighted to hear from you or you can
donate on-line via
www.wonderful.org/charity/christchurchkincardineoneil
Needless to say Christ Church is also embarking on
seeking a replacement pastor. We are a small church with
ambitions. It saddens us greatly to hear of some rural
churches being considered to be in ‘terminal care’. If we
hadn’t taken a leap of faith and tried something different
we might well be heading that way ourselves. Instead we
have seen that growth can happen and are making plans
which should sustain that growth into the future.
Andrew Bradford

For those of you who don’t know, Glenalmond
is a week-long residential camp hosted by
Glenalmond College in Perthshire. It is attended
by members of the episcopal youth from all
dioceses although, while there are many from
Edinburgh and Glasgow, I am the one sole
delegate to represent all of Aberdeen and
Orkney. The bishop and I are working on that.

REFLECTIONS FROM EVENTS

So let’s paint a picture of what one might think
a residential, bible-orientated camp would look
like. (I might add that this is pretty much what
my friends think it is, in addition to crudely
referring to it as ‘God camp’)
• Waking up at 5am for morning prayer.
• Spending hours deep in thought and being
told what God is and should mean to you.
• Barely seeing the light of day but for the
speckles of filtered sunshine through the
dark stained-glass windows of the chapel,
the place you spend all of your waking hours
in of course.
• The feeling of isolation.
Got that image in your head? Right. Take that
image and rip it to shreds and no matter how
you put those little pieces of metaphorical
paper together, the picture is never going to
look like Glenalmond.
Yes we do have morning prayer and night prayer
and daily worship but it’s never kneeling on
wooden floors for long periods of time in
absolute silence watching people glare
distastefully at their surroundings.
Worship is a time when we celebrate our
collective love for God and each other. When we
can see others whose devotion to God has
brought them through the worst of times in
their lives and shown them the light at the end
of the tunnel.
As a young person who is usually surrounded by
other young people who claim to have no faith
and see religion as a waste of time that could be
spent sleeping or scrolling through Instagram, it
is great to see others who still find comfort in
their faith and learning about God and how they
themselves see the world through him.
At Glen, we as young people are encouraged to
lead our own worship and put our own spin on
things which allows us to understand
Christianity in today’s context and from the
point of view of others.
But it’s not just worship that shows us the
positive impact of religion. Throughout most
days at Glen, there are activities ranging from
swimming to decorating notebooks to cracking

riddles. We choose our own activities and are able to
meet and get to know people with similar interests,
experiences or perspectives. There are also activities that
involve the entire camp and that’s when it gets chaotic.
I am not going to lie to you, I have not cried that much
nor hugged so many people...ever. But that’s Glen for
you.
There are people there that I have spent a maximum of
two weeks with, this only being my second year at Glen.
Two weeks and yet I am happy to call some of them
family and definitely feel included in what is very
commonly referred to as the “Gen family”. Because,
while we do have a lot of very active fun, we do also have
discussions about how we view God, Christianity, and
religion in general.
We talk about family and home and what those words
mean to us and though I have not been with these people
for very long, we have already shared personal
information and thoughts that in most cases we would
feel too vulnerable to reveal.
Glen is almost a microcosm of life. Or at least what I have
experienced life to be so far. (Except with more hugs and
a small degree of censoring.) The faster you allow
yourself to be loved, the faster you will become loved,
and the easier it will be to love others. It is as simple as
that.
There will always be ups and downs, especially when 80
adolescents live in the same house for a week, but all we
can do is learn from the bad times, remember the good
times and cherish the lessons we have obtained from
both.
Family, as I have learned, can come from the most
unexpected places and you certainly don’t have to be
joined by blood or marriage, but by a mutual love and
respect for one another. So I am overjoyed and extremely
proud to be part of the Glen Family. I see it as a blessing
so I’d like to say to all of you who were in the slightest bit
responsible for me being able to attend:
Thank you so so much. You have changed my life and that
is no exaggeration.
Elizabeth Mills
St Mary’s Church, Carden Place, Aberdeen

On a Saturday in June, at Loch Strathbeg, people of
different faiths, backgrounds and ages gathered
together to experience the wonder, richness and
vulnerability of the natural world we rely on. Loch of
Strathbeg is a site of international importance
comprising a shallow freshwater loch with surrounding
wetland, dunes and grassland.
Before setting off on our walk to Bay Hide, we offered a
silent prayer in gratitude for the blessings that each
person brought to the walk; and for the work of the
RSPB in preserving and conserving the fragile landscape
and biodiversity of this part of NE Aberdeenshire.
Walking slowly, to keep our senses open, we moved into
a copse for a bit of what the Japanese call shinrin-yoku,
or forest bathing. This is about immersing oneself in the
atmosphere of the trees; connecting with the sunlight
filtering through the leaves, hearing the sound of the
breeze, and closing one’s eyes to the taste and smell of
freshness in the air.
From this small area of woodland, we moved into the
wildlife garden. We melded with the natural world as we
walked in rhythm with the colours and textures of the
plants, listening, smelling, observing the textures of leaf
and petal. In contrast to our contemplative witness, the
garden was buzzing with insects, and small birds darted
through the trees and bushes with food for their
voraciously hungry young.
We emerged from the ‘Giving Nature a Home’ garden
into the disused airfield, the lie of the land gave us the
perspective of a restorative sonic landscape which
emphasised the strength of the natural forces
constantly at work. The fauna and flora and the birds
cheekily perched on the framework and wires of
humankind’s ‘tower of Babel’ instilled a relaxing sound
of silence.
How can we be active transmitters of the climate
emergency? Thich Nhat Hanh, says in ‘The Bells of
Mindfulness’, “All of us know that our beautiful green
planet is in danger. Our way of walking on the Earth has
a great influence on animals and plants. Yet we act as if
our daily lives have nothing to do with the condition of
the world. We are like sleepwalkers, not knowing where
we are going or where we are heading ... We have to
hear the bells of mindfulness that are sounding all across
the planet. We have to start learning how to live in a way
that a future will be possible for our children and our
grandchildren.”
By now the ‘green healing’ power of nature was
beginning to be felt; a Hindhu was fascinated by the
diverse range of grasses; others exclaimed at each new
flower, ranging from the humble heath bedstraw to the
regal glory of the purple northern marsh orchid; a
Muslim simply said that “it’s lovely”. Walking not only
improves our mood but medical scientific evidence is
revealing many other health benefits.

We crammed into the Bay Hide. The Loch of Strathbeg
stretched out before us. Margaret Self in ‘Landscapes of
Prayer’ says this, “Water is more powerful than stone; it
can literally move mountains, simply by a slow and
steady flow or even a slow and steady drip. And yet it
does not flaunt its strength. Instead, it yields to the lie
of the land, and the pull of gravity, and the presence of
obstacles in its way. It doesn’t stop to cry about what
blocks it, but finds its way round the obstacle, and in
doing so it waters a larger area of land than it would
otherwise have done. It never tries to hold on to the
moment, but flows with it, letting go, moment after
moment - letting go, in order to embrace what lies
ahead. Letting go, letting flow.”
Richard Murray

UPCOMING EVENTS
20 September: Centrepost Deadline for October
27 September: 10:30-12:30pm: Coffee Morning for
Macmillan Cancer Care at the Diocesan Office
28 September: 3:00pm: Ordination to the Diaconate
of Mike Blake, Jenny Holden and Jean Souter
at St Andrew’s Cathedral.
17 October: 5:30pm: SEI Annual Lecture. Topic:
“Their Pattern and Their King – The Gospel of
Matthew as a Model for Christian Formation.
Speaker Rev’d Prof Paul Foster. At the
University of Aberdeen, Room NK10.
20 October: Centrepost Deadline for November
30-31 October: Clergy and Lay Reader Conference
1 November: All Saints’ Day
2 November: All Souls’ Day
10 November: Remembrance Sunday
14 November: Anniversary of the consecration of
Samuel Seabury (1784)
20 November: Centrepost Deadline for December
29 November: Next Northern Light Deadline
30 November: Seeing injustice, imagining change.
Gender based violence conference led by the
Bishop.
30 November: St Andrew’s Day
1 December: Advent Sunday
14 December: 2:00pm: Provincial celebration of the
25th Anniversary of the ordination of women
at St Ninian’s Cathedral, Perth.

Treasures of the Diocese
Silver Alms Dish with an
inscription in the base as follows:
1882: Made from the silver of Two
Cups and Two Plates which were
presented to St Paul's Church in
1757.

St Mary’s, Carden Place:
Baptistery Altar Reredos
Dorothy Angus (1891-1979)
Described by one of the experts in
embroidery in the UK, Mr David
Gazely of Watts and Co., London
as one of the ‘exceptional’ pieces
of embroidery designed by
Dorothy
Angus,
Head
of
Embroidery at Gray’s School of
Art in Aberdeen, who was
appointed in December 1920 and
retired in 1956.
Her untitled
embroidered panel which acts as a
reredos to the Baptistery Altar is a
very fine example of her design.
The sewing of the panel might have
been undertaken by the Sisters at St
Margaret’s Convent, Spital, who
undertook embroidery projects.
She was an important figure who
helped
transform
British
Embroidery into a dynamic art
form, away from the arts and crafts
tradition established by William
Morris.

Stuart Donald

Church at Lonmay
Communion Token
Communion Tokens were issued in
all Scottish Episcopal Churches
where closed communion was
practised, th
at is,
only members of the church were
allowed to partake. To prevent the
profanation of the Eucharist, the
mangers or elders in the role as
moral watchdogs distributed these
early ‘counters’ to those members
of their faith they deemed qualified
by virtue of correct belief and
proper conduct. The example
shown has a cross with the letter L
for Lonmay and measures about
two centimetres square.

St Paul’s Church
Aberdeen; Alms Dish
St Paul’s in the Gallowgate, known
as the Aristocratic Church, boasted
several of the aristocracy in the
congregation including Henrietta,
Duchess of Gordon and George
Gordon, later Lord Byron.
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