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Ordination of Deacons      28 September 2019 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

A day for giving gifts 

 

Today is a festival day, a special, happy day.  

It is a day for gift giving. 

Many of you here, especially family and friends of Mike and Jenny and Jean, will have been thinking 

about what to give them to mark the day. 

You are here to support them – and that is a gift in itself.  

You have given a card maybe, with special words of your own added. 

And you might have pondered, what do you give to a new deacon?  

A cross of some kind, maybe, because they are following Jesus in a new way.  

A small picture for the wall by their desk, or an object that will sit on it – something that says to them – 

you are not alone in this, we are with you, but more importantly, God is as well.  

A pack of tea-towels perhaps, because being a deacon has something to do with practical service.  

Or maybe a bottle or chocolates or something else to share at end of a challenging day of service. 

Something that says, remember to take time to relax with a friend. 

 

This year, in the Scottish Episcopal Church, we have been revising the words that are being used in this 

service today, especially those at the ordination itself.  

Church representatives, but especially the College of Bishops, had conversations about what we give to 

the new deacons at that point in the service where we give symbols of the ministry they are entering 

into. 

Traditionally, deacons are given stoles, a mark of service that they will wear in worship, and each 

receives a copy of the New Testament, to remind them that their call is to share the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 



 2 

Well we discussed this for a while, and then decided not to add anything else! 

But - Mike and Jenny and Jean – I have continued to think about this. What would I want to give you 

today that symbolises the ministry that is needed in this diocese? 

I know the answer – what I really wanted to give each of you was a trumpet.  

A trumpet – the instrument of a herald – because this is what you will be; heralds of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

Now, you might be relieved to hear that I did not do very well in sourcing trumpets – although I tried.  

Nevertheless, this is the image I want you to hold in your minds from today. 

As heralds of good news you should let everyone know that you are there, very present in the places 

where you serve. 

No doubt your ministries will be sensitive and prayerful, but these are public ministries – to be seen and 

heard. 

You are called to proclaim good news – and do this in ways that causes those who are living where you 

serve, who might be without much that is good and true in their lives, to raise their heads. 

And what is this good news?  

In the gospel passage we heard today Jesus called it: The year of the Lord’s favour – this time that we 

are in – where God’s love is so directed towards us, that God is clearly for us and with us.  

It is this love of God that propels us from our gatherings in worship into the world God has made.  

We are sent – all of us – with messages of hope and freedom and liberation.  

I don’t need to labour this point – but we can all clearly see that we live in a profoundly divided nation, 

among a people who do not know peace. We have forgotten how to speak to each other civilly, with 

respect, never mind how to serve each other.  

Fractious and divided, our attention has turned from the poor, from those who live with violence in their 

own homes, from hungry children, from proper care for the elderly and sick, from those with 

Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia. 

We have lost our way and a proper sense of priorities. 
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And in all of this the churches have either lost their voices, or are not listened to because – sadly – in the 

past we did not speak with the kindness and compassion that marks Jesus Christ.  

In many places we have become irrelevant, and people in need pass us by, and those who have the 

power to change things ignore us. 

Collectively we need to find our way again, and find a confident and loving public voice, that draws 

many back into experiencing the love of God in Jesus Christ. 

It is the role of deacons, the heralds, to remind all of God’s people of this, our common call. It is the 

ministry of deacons to help us reconnect to the communities in which live, to help us live confidently as 

Christians in God’s world. 

 

Now those of you here listening right now will be hoping that Mike and Jenny  and Jean know these 

things already, that they have prayed about them, and it is this call that they are responding to, and for 

this ministry that they offer themselves. 

We need not be concerned – they do indeed have a well informed sense of what is ahead. 

They have chosen the version of the New Testament that they will receive today – and what they have 

chosen is Tom Wright’s translation –The New Testament for Everyone. 

This says it all – ‘for Everyone’. 

The sign outside our churches says ‘The Scottish Episcopal Church welcomes you’  -  ‘welcomes you’ - 

everyone,  

No matter the shape of life, or state that a person might be in, no matter how rich or how poor, no 

matter what the state of a person’s relationships, no matter whether this is the first time or one of 

many times – all are welcome. 

Their choice of New Testament is itself a sign that they are determined to live for and speak of God in 

ways that everyone can understand. From this gift that the diocese will give them today, they seek to 

encourage others to receive the gift of life from God. 

 

Mike and Jenny and Jean -  

What an exciting task God has called you to, what a wonderful and life giving ministry you begin today. 
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But how daunting, how beyond you – beyond all of us – this is. 

This is why you and I remember that the greatest gift giver today is God. 

As you kneel, and hands are laid on you, we will pray for the gifts of the Holy Spirit for you – the gifts 

that you need to be faithful heralds of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

We will be confident that God will today, and everyday, give you what you need for this service – 

because we know that God who calls you is faithful – faithful to each of us, faithful to you, faithful to the 

world into which you are sent with good news. 

As it says in Scripture: 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body 

be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely 

do it. (1 Thess 5:23-24) 


