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In the cracks of the pavement 

(The parable of the sower) 

Mark 4:1-20 

 

If you are a gardener you will know how important seed is. To save seed you have to take care. It is not just 

a matter of collecting it, tricky as this can be. Seed has to be kept dry so that it does not rot or germinate, 

stored carefully, so that it is not eaten by mice or birds. Seed is a precious commodity – of great value, 

because it carries the hope of new life, and food for the future.  

 

The parable we heard read today is a very well known one – the parable of the sower.  

 

It concerns a sower, quite a lot of seed, and four kinds of soil or ground. This parable is unusual in the Bible 

in that we have recorded not just the parable itself, but Jesus’ interpretation of it – unlike the crowd who 

were the first to hear it, we get to know its meaning, there is much less work for us to do.  

So, lets begin with the sower.  

 

As Jesus is traveling through Israel, teaching the people as he goes, he is noticing that people respond to 

him and to what he says in different ways – he notices, generally speaking, four different responses. Of the 

four types of response, only one really gets what the kingdom is about in a way that leads to the kingdom’s 

growth. 

 

And as he travels he has many occasions to notice those tending the crops in the fields, he no doubt 

watches a number of sowers sewing seed at the beginning of the growing season. As he watches he 

notices that there are four different outcomes for the seed, related to the four different types of soil or 

ground that receive the seed cast out by the sower’s hand. He notices that only one kind of ground yields a 

proper harvest. And so he sees a connection – this teaching the people about the kingdom of God is like 

this, the sowing of seed in a field. 

 

So we understand that the sower is Jesus (or God), sowing the seed of the kingdom into the field of the 

earth. He is the sower walking across the land, digging his hand deep into his bag and casting the seed out 

all around him. Here we need to notice something – it does seem that the sower is not that careful with 

the seed. And although this might be heresy to some, it seems that the sower does not have a key 



characteristic of people from Yorkshire or Scotland, he generously casts the seed over every kind of 

ground, even those places where it will not grow.  

 

I want to say: 

 ‘take a bit of care, don’t waste it on the path – nothing with grow there’,  

 

or, ‘what’s the point of sewing seed among rocks, even if an odd seed germinates and grows, how will you 

harvest it – be practical’ 

 

or, ‘don’t throw it in that direction, there are dreadful thorns in that area, you will hurt yourself trying to 

recover any harvest’. 

 

But the sower, Jesus, continues, digging his hand in deep, casting the seed generously everywhere… 

 

And then there is the seed itself – the small grains of the kingdom that are looking for fertile soil where 

they can put down deep roots for nourishment and send out a growing shoot that will be strong and bear a 

wonderful harvest. Again and again Jesus says the Kingdom begins with something small, tiny – a seed, a 

small amount of yeast, a little salt, a small light. The things of God come to us almost unnoticed, but in the 

right conditions grow and have an impact way beyond what might seem possible. The seed of the Kingdom 

reconfigures the world, turns it around to face the sunshine, the light, of God, brings about a tipping point 

where justice emerges for those living with injustice, kindness comes to the excluded, where the poor are 

noticed and cared for… and so on. 

 

All the seed requires is the right kind of ground or soil… 

 

This parable tells us that there are commonly four kinds of ground, and only one will be fruitful. 

Where the ground is impacted and hard, where there are rocks, where there are other plants and seeds 

are already growing – in all of these places the seed of the kingdom will either not germinate, or the roots 

will not be deep, or there wont be sufficient to support growth – and the seed will be gone…. 

 

These three types of ground are known to us personally as well. We might have a sense of what kind of 

ground we might have been, or can still be on our less good days. These three types of ground describe 

many people we know and love, those that are not interested in the things of God, or who were interested 

for a little time, but not so much now. 

 



What we hope for – for ourselves and for others – is good ground. The fourth kind of ground, well tended 

and manured, full of life and nourishment, where the things of God can take root and grow, where there 

will be a harvest of righteousness. 

 

It is this kind of ground that we prepare in ourselves, help children to prepare so that they grow to be part 

of God’s kingdom, support each other in, so that the harvest is delivered safely. Such ground is not 

automatic, like any ground we have to work at it and tend it. This is what we are called to do together – 

and we need to give attention to this so that the seed of God can grow well in us.  

 

And, if we are growing well ourselves, we too have seed, we have a harvest from the spirit, to share. We 

can be like Jesus the sower and cast it out, always, everywhere, onto every kind of ground. 

Oh but – some might say – we are in the city. Not much can grow here. The ground is not right. Like very 

hard pavements, secularism has paved the way to dislocation and lack of community, self-interest and all 

kinds of addictions. Can we expect the kingdom to be growing here? 

But the parable tells us this – that God the sower generously throws out the seed no matter what the 

context. The hand digs deep, and sows the message of the kingdom, to everyone, everywhere, not heeding 

the possible responses… 

 

And here is a surprise about Aberdeen – so well known as the Granite City, cold and far north…. This city is 

very green. Who would have thought it unless they had seen it (as we have) – trees line the streets, 

gardens are tended, and between the cracks of the pavements, small shoots push up…. 

Together we are called to cast the seeds of the kingdom into the hearts, granite and otherwise, of all our 

neighbours. In the cracks the seed is taking root, and if we are careful, watching for it, we can see the 

kingdom growing.  

 

All of this causes us to take heart, be bold, be generous…. Because as Jesus says – the kingdom of God is 

coming near to us, and the green harvest of the city appearing. 

So people of the Centre of Mission – note that the reasons that the seed does not grow do not come from 

God – they are to do with circumstances, with how the world is, how people are, they are about what evil 

suppresses, and what satan steals. 

 

Rather – you are children of the kingdom, sowers of the good seed, throw it far and wide, generously, and 

in faith, wait and watch to see what grows. 

 


