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Christ the King          25 November 2018 
Cathedral (Canons licensing)        +Anne Dyer 
 

Having confidence in the end, in the King, in Christ 
 

As the year draws to a close, as the world seems to become colder and darker, then – for me – there is 
nothing to beat a cosy afternoon spent by the fire, reading a book maybe or watching a film. 
 
And how nice it is, when all seems so troubled, to return to a familiar story, one certain of a happy ending. 
From childhood through to old age, although the stories we tell might be shaped around challenge or 
disaster, how wonderful it is when all is resolved, and at the end there is harmony and peace. 
 
Where does this desire for a happy ending come from? How it is that even in our own life stories, we often 
travel hopefully – looking for something better, something more than our present experience. 
 
This is not just true for us of course – it is something universal, part of how we were created, that we see in 
others this drive towards a better future. 
 
From the refugee crossing the cold British seas this evening in a tiny boat, to women and children leaving 
abusive relationships to look for new, safe beginnings, we see this same thing. There is a movement from 
tragedy towards hope and peace, there is some inner longing for each story to end well. Even though the 
evidence might suggest otherwise, millions (actually billions) of people are looking for something better, 
something life giving and life affirming. 
 
We are all of us, every one of us, part of God’s story.  
 
God’s story, and ours, has an ending that is certain.  
 
At the end of this story, the great span of human living, all will be well. But where we are now is not the 
end, we are in the part of the story where everything seems to be out of control and kilter, where it might 
seem to us that human creativity is going to be stifled by evil, where invention and technology might lead 
to the exclusion of many and the building up of the machinery of war, where human society is becoming 
more fearful and divided. We are in that part of the story where politicians have lost their direction, where 
the earth itself is teetering on the brink of disaster, choked by carbon emissions and plastic, where 
individuals are devalued, many sold or trafficked as though they are just another commodity. 
 
How then can we be certain of a good end? 
 
We begin where we will end, with God.  
 
The source of all life, the ground of all our beings is God. From God flows all that is, and if God could be 
defeated or annihilated, then God would not be God. God cannot cease to exist. And as God is love, then 
love exists forever, and cannot be defeated or annihilated. 
 
God is before all things and beyond all things. The beginning and the end are held together in God.  
 
Before all time, beyond all time - God. 
 
The more pertinent question for us right now is: what is God like? For whatever God is like, God is like this 
for eternity.  
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In different places and at different times, faith groups have had things to say about what God is like. God 
has been described as judging and judgmental, defined by holiness and high standards that require us to 
be ever on bended knee, confessing our sins, begging for mercy. There are those in the world today who 
say that God is a characterised by jihad, that God makes holy war on infidels, on all those who do not 
acknowledge the correct purity of living. There have been many versions of God offered to us, where do 
we begin? 
 
For us the answer is found in a different place. If we want to know what God is like then we look to Jesus 
Christ. We look to the one who was God from the beginning, in whom, now, all things find their place and 
meaning, and with whom, in the future, all will come to healing and wholeness, the one in whom all things 
shall indeed be well. 
 
On this the final Sunday of the church’s year we are reminded that Christ is and will be King, that the rule 
of Christ will be over all things, that everything finds its meaning and completion in him.  
 
And through and in Jesus Christ, the Kingdom of God breaks into this world. For those who have eyes to 
see, and hearts that can believe it, there are signs of the Kingdom present here and now, the future that is 
held in God breaks into our present times. 
 
Many times each day I pray the Lord’s Prayer and I say ‘thy Kingdom come’. As I expect God to answer this 
prayer, I spend much of my time looking for signs of this coming Kingdom.  
 
And often, first as a priest, and now even more as a bishop, I am invited to pray a prayer of blessing. 
Usually I pray that 
 
the peace of God, surpassing all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
So I wait for the Kingdom that is coming but not fully here yet, and in the waiting time I encourage people 
to come to know Jesus Christ, so that in this troubled and difficult world they can know peace in their 
hearts and minds. 
 
This - actually – is the task we share. Confident that Christ is King, and that in the end all will be well, we 
announce and look for the coming Kingdom, that expression of God’s authority here on earth in our times. 
And while we do this, at the same time, we help as many as we possibly can to find that peace which 
comes from knowing and being with the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
This – in a way – is like bringing the end of the story into the present.  
 
The licensing of Vanessa (Vee), and installations of Gerry and Vittoria, are part of this.  
 
Vee’s task will be to help people come to know Jesus, and encourage many to want to be part of the 
Kingdom that is coming.  
 
Gerry and Vittoria, already engaged in this task in the Charges where they serve, will now also work with 
me on Chapter, to help us see where the Kingdom is present in the diocese, and to enable us to connect 
our churches, including this Cathedral, to that which God is doing in the communities in which we are set.  
 
We come to the end of this church year expectantly looking for what Christ our King will do among us in 
the next.  
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We can end this year at peace, and set off into the next one in hope, because we are sure of this – that 
Christ is King, and for that reason, all shall be well and end well.  
 
 


